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The John Birch Society 



Readers are well acquainted by now 
with the John Birch Society, The prin- 
ciples of the society, which describes it- 
self as dedicated to combatting Commu- 
nism, and of its founder, Robert Welch, 
who has accused such Americans as 
Dwight Eisenhower,. Milton Eisenhow- 
er, John Foster Dulles, Allen Dulles and 
General George C. Marshall of being 
Communists, have been set forth in 
some detail in this newspaper. We have 
touched in a previous editorial on the 
kind of thinking organizations like this 
represent. Pros and cons on the subject 
have been extensively set forth in let- 
ters to the editor. 

Members of the John Birch Society 
have characterized' as lies and distor- 
tions factual reports concerning their 
organization that are based on direct 
quotations frorri their own publications. 
They claim their only purpose is to 
fight Communists and. to promote con- 
servatism — less government, more re- 
sponsibility, a better world. 

While few of us could quarrel with 
such aims, they do not, in themselves, 
sanctify the society. The German-Amer- 
ican Bund was against Communism. So 
was Hitler. We don't seek to compare 
this group with any of this sorry lot, but 
it is pointed out to demonstrate again 
that to be against Communism does not 
necessari ly give one an 01y^fleiaB.«sta- 
tus. And we think there are ways to 
fight Communism and ways not to. 
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No^one^in his right mind can denyv 
that the threat is real both internally 
and externally. A careful and thorough 
treatment of the internal threat j'aas 
been giv||en by J. Edgar Hoover j in 
"Masters |of Deceit," a book we cSm- 
mend to l^our attention. But the John 
Birchers, Vhile they make this book a 
text of their own, don't seem to haye 
absorbed some of Mr. Hoover's sound 
advice about witch hunts. 

Says Mr. Hoover: 

*'Smears, character assassination, and 
the scattering of irresponsible charges 
have no place in this nation. They cre- 
ate division, suspicion, and distrust 
among loyal Americans — just what the 
Communists want — and hinder rather 
than aid Ihe fight against Commur||^sm." 

Such |isruptivef influence has |ibeen 
felt alrealy in some neighboring Com- 
munities. A disgraceful whispering cam- 
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paign was directed against a number of 
candi dates ^n a nearby sfViogJ^nard 
election. There has been harassment by 
phone. One of the stated aims of the 
John Birch Society is "to drive hundreds 
so-called pro-Communist speakers from 
the lecture platforms of the nation, by 
heckling and other pressure, to pave the 
way for their own "Americanist" speak-, 
ers. 

But Robert Welch, founder of 
the John Birch. Society, more or less set 
the pace for smearing and character as- 
sassination in his private bill of goods 
called "The Politician." Some John 
Birch leaders deny with some violence 
that they agree that the Eisenhower 
brothers, the Dulles brothers or Mar- 
shall were. Communist traitors, while 
others seem to evade the issue. All seek 
to separate the John Birch Society from 
this book, however, and with a peculiar 
sense of logic. 

They poirit' out. that it was written 
years ago. It was started, in truth, in 
1954, and supplemented up through 
1958, the year the Society was formed, 
and printed by photo offset that year 
for distribution to Mr. Welch's friends 
and the leaders of the Society. .,- . 

Mr. Welch, in his "Blue Book," says 
he has a nose for Communists. We will 
wonder, in view of these loony charges, 
just what kind of nose. We; would think 
that the more responsible John 'Birch 
Society members who can't swallow 
these charges of high treason might 
wonder about! Mr. Welch as an au- 



thority on anything else having to do 
with Communism. . ' 



j We can't think, as a matter of fact, 
j of.a«54^ttg,the Communists themselves 
I could enjoy more. The fear and hyster|a 
I created by the extremists of the Jolln 
j Birch group probably delight theili. 
I What better for them than to divitfe 
1 good Americans, to make' neighbor view 
: neighbor with suspicion? What better 
smoke screen for their own foul activi- 
ties could they design? 

We feel that the vast majority of 
John Birch members are decent, hon- 
est, patriotic Americans, but we feel 
they have been misled and carried 
awav, by an admittedly dynamic ^nd 
hyp|otic leader, in their legitimate afeV 
ieti4 about our growing welfare stfte 
and Jthe Communist conspiracy against 
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SAC ¥. G. SIMON 



subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
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At 2:08 P M.. 3/1 V6I 



Glendale, California ;, called and 
maae inquiry concerning the John Birch Society. 

I tactfully pointed out to him the confidential 
nature of our files and regulations preventing the fur- 
nishing of information. I asked him to make no inference 
from my inability to answer his inquiry that the FBI does 
or does not have information about said organization. 
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TO: CHIEF CLERK 



Subject 



Aliases 



Date 



Address 



Birth Date 



Birthplace 



Sex 

□ Male 
I I Female 
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Complainant 



R ace 



Age 



Sex 
I I Male 



em ale 
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Height 



Address of subject 



Complainant's address and 

'. tf»lpnhnne nnrnhf^r 



Weight 



Eyes 



Complexion 



Character of case 

Information Concerning 



Complaint received 
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Personal I | Telephonic 



Birth date and Birthplace 



Scars, marks or other data 
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Facts of complaint 



C requested information re the John Birch Society. G was advised of the 
confidential nature of the files of the FBI and was referred to the 
Subversive Organization section of the Dept. of Justice. 
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Fascism 

Eabel 

Studied 



By CARL GREENBEEG 

Examiner Political Editor ^ 

SACRAMENTO — The^ 



should find out what their 
' X^lintjjtives are because fascis 
vl^is |ust as dangerous as cof 
mvmsm. 



•Whether or not it wofil* 
ever be able to gain any foot^:: ! 
hold in our country is kind Gtxj 
hard to believe, but you net-^^, 
er know " ^ ^5: 

Bums said he has no eviC 
dence the society is "subvef" 
sive " but: ■ ^:: 

"We have heard enough 
about it, in my opinion, to 



f'When they want to fen-"; 
plach Chief Justice Earl wr-'. 
rin and when they aali:! 
riwight Eisenhower a pawnlof ^" 
the Reds it seems to me that'; 
we don't have to worry about J 
itatoo much. The people wilU 
sefe through the transparen fcy-j 



State Senate Unamerican:; 

Activities C m m i 1 1 e e ist 

conducting an investiga*: 

tion into the principles oC 

the controversial J h n.. 

Birch Society, whose "Blue 

Book" has been labeled ar.,mon by. Dr. Eugene 

|"Fascist Manifesto." --'^lake, stated clerk 



warrant an investigation. It 
they have nothing to hide', 
they will welcome the inves: 
tigation." 

Brown commented on the 
organization after he was: 
told it was attacked last Sun- 
day in a Santa Barbara ser- 
Carson 
of the 



„^. J. , ^ ^ ,„ --United Presbyterian Church.; 

This was disclosed Tuesday jj^ ^he United States, who^: 
by Senate President pro temc warned against permitting, 
pore Hugh M. Bums (D., Fres-i Substitution of "a Fuehrer - 
no), committee chairman, as- pJ^ciple for our free socie- . 
GOV. Brown told a news con.::^;;^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^.^. |T 

ference he plans to confer] - 



iw: 



th Atty. Gen, Mosk to: 



. . . See what they (tie 
[sdciety) are doing, find opt 
.whether they are violating 
iany_law . . .1 think that they 



; "As long as they do^'t 
I violate the law, they havela- 
Irighf to take any position thf^y 
Iwanjj, and I will cry mt 
sagaifist it in every way that 
il can. 1 



Of] such a group, we've til 
WMhad them in this co 
try, they rise and fall. 

"Ifd like to put the light 
of day on that, show who they 
: are, how many, they are, and 
what they stand for." 
■ Tojd U. S. Sen. Eastland, D- 
'Miss., chairman of the Senate 
; internal security subcommit- 
tee, is sending out replies to 
inquiries with a statement 
the society is a "patriotic or- 
ganisation," Brown replied: 

i **WeU, I disagree with him 
« • .'he has praise for the 
segregationists down there 
and:,! disagree with him on 
that.' I think it's done our 
oouhtry more barm— in the 
Segiregatlonists* attitude that 
they have in the South— than 
alnio^t anything else in the 
«yes of the world.*' 

The Governor firmly de- 
clared Frank Wilkinson of $«; 
Angeles, convicted of cbn- 
teript of Congress, should Ibe 
allowed to speak on lihe 
Berkeley campus of the uni 
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iversity of Califormar^lIe"ae^ 
clared: 

' il don't believe in paior 
ceasorship of the press orlhe 
i jti|vies or speakers. We hfeve 
jsua, radical right and we Wave 
the radical left and I think 
the great majority of us are 
SB^e middle. 

^-'^^e have our John Birch 
societies on one side and we 
Mve all these leftist groups 
that spring up from time to 
tiiiie. 

f^ wish the majority in the 
middle would start an organ- 
|Eation» call it the Patrick 
Jtftay Society, just to take 
c#e of us that ^ to look at 
tS^gs objectively and make 
U|i|oui minds on them." 

le Oovemor said he wasn't 

sing on the U. . S. Supr£me 

decision, but- made 

a^a ay that as a m atter of p jllcy 



he is against the idea of local 
lawB giving police powere to 
censor a movie in advance of 
its Ishowing, such as in Chi- 
cago. 

"There are plenty of laws to 
put these people in jail if they 
violate the rules of decency," 
he said, ". . . Let a jury of 12 
people decide ... 

"I do believe in vigorous 
prosecution of dirty pictures 
and dirty books." 

As for the Catholic Legion 
f Decency, the Catholic Gov- 
rnor said it has a right to; 
rge communicants of the 

church not to attend a movie' 
—that this is a legal way of 
eaching the p r o b 1 e m-^but; 

the Legion doesn't have a; 

right to tell members of an-; 

other church not to attend. 

Brown said he shares the, 

views of the bishops of the! 

Episcopal Church condemning; 

capital punishment, but dis-; 

I .grees with their criticism of 

. Edgar Hoover, FBI director, 

Jthough he disagrees with 

'Hoover's support of the death 

penalty, 

"The FBI, day in and 

ut does a great job," 

tat 3d. "Even though I 

agr le with Hoover on this 

tici lar matter it doesn't in'the 

sli#itest degree diminish my 

tremendous respect for him." 
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X340 West .SiiStli: Street 
Lou Angeles X7> California 

.■ larcH 24^ 1961 . 



'Deal 



fhat^&:'f0u..for ^our letter wMch was 
reoontly ■Faccl^ed ' by /our ■of fie©.* 

Altlimig^ I. would llkcj -to bc^ of service > • 
I wish to a^vtm that intormBXlon iis^ -FBI files ia 
eonficieatlal and available for official use onlir. 
I would lUte to-- point out also that the. FBI Is-''-- 
strictlj'a, faet--finding agency, and' it is not witfein- 
the limits ot its prescribed functions to dratf con- 
clusions or- malre evaluations as to the ciiaracter or- 
in tegrit J of anj organisation or individual. 

. I 'Icnoti' ifou.xfi 11 un^Oi?0 tand the reason: 'fox^' 
these rules- am! ?^i'll" not' infer tliat tie do 'or' do :not- 

have the information you request, 

...1: would suggest, however, tliat you direct 
your, inquiry to th^ Department- ot Justice, attention 
Su'oversiva ' Organi'sations - Section^ Internal .-Security 
^Division, !-|ashingfcan, B.C* ■ 



.Very- truly yoxirs. 
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Special -Accent .in Charge 



1 - Aptffessee 
1 - M 100-59001^ 
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remainder. 




Compl said she was vralfcing her Taaloy this date and su"bject shouted 
at her "you fascist". Compl said she suad hushand. 



are members 



of the John Birch Society and constantly strgue with subject whom she described 

as "extremely liberal". Compl said she in the past has heard subject 

remark that the rtch should be forced to share their wealth with the poor- 

and wanted to know if subject is a qo.z unist. 

Compl was informed of confidential nature of I!BI files. 

Compl was extremely emotionally upset and cried tbrou^ut the call. 
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- jExaminer Political Edit 





BACRAMENTO— The t 
rrfen of the State Senate 
American Activities Commit- 
tee announced Thursday Rob-; 
ert Welch, founder of the con-i 
troversial John Birch Society,! 
will be "invitied" to testify after! 
the Legislature adjourns next; 
June. 

As legislative attacks on the; 
society mushroomed, the i 
chairman, Senate President I 
Pro Tempore Hugh M. Bums,! 
D-Fresno, after wiring Welch; 
to "keep us posted as to your[ 
whereabouts and activities,"! 
stated: | 

"Certainly the mere facti 
this is a right wing instead; 
pi a left wing organization 
does not clothe it with some^ 
sort of holiness which protects 
it from being dangerous to; 
the country. ; 



"Ally movement, from the 
unbalanced right or the un- 
balanced left, which tears the 
country apart by rumor, 
slander, fear and doubt, must 
necessarily be suspect. 

"We will continue our In-, 
vestigation. It will be thor-! 
ough. It will be done in a 
careful, dignified manner, at: 
a time and place where calm-| 
ness and deliberation can; 
prevail." | 

Paul H. Talbert, of Beverly) 
Hills, member of the con- 
troversial group's national 
council, criticized the Senate 
for waiting until summer to 
start its investigation. 

*£Next summer, why a not 
no*?" Talbert asked, adding, 
*'If|the danger of our sofflety 
is so imminent, why not start 
th^ Senate hearing now? ^ We 
want to state our views now." 



Other developments In-i -Bums wired back an In- 

clu(jed: ' vistigation has been inl prog- 

««,^T,«,,.*T a. * , rebs, and that when the Legis-* 

GOV. BROWN, who |Lasr:jEj.e adjourns "you mi be 

said the society's motfresi^yQ^d the jurisdictioniof a 



shotild be ascertained |be- 
cause fascism is just as lan- 
gerous as communism," dis- 
closed State Atty. Gen. Mosk. 
also is investigating the so- 2 
disty. 



California legislative commit- 
tee." He added: 
."'However, if you are rtStlll 
ling to appear before 



:• ASSEMBLYMAN Gordon) 
Wintcm Jr., Merced, lower[ 
house Democratic whip, in- 
troduced a resolution asking 
U. S. Atty. Gen. Robert Ken- 
nedy to investigate the so-, 
"ciety's "organization and 
methods." I, 



our 



ge 



committee, we will an, 
sulfch a hearing." 

But, Bums warned, commit 
tee policy Is to "conduct our 
inquiries through staff Investi- 
gation and in executive com- 
mittee session In order to ac- 
complish the greatest amount 
of good with the least amount 
of sensationalism." 



In a separate telegram, 
the governor told Welch he 
indorses Burns' "proposed 
procedure" and that Mosk is 
making an "independent 
study." Brown wired: 



: • THE ASSEMBLY Rules 
'committee set Tuesday for 
hearing on the Winton Reso-; 
lution and another denounc-j 
in'g the "divisive, coercive! 
and unAmerican activities; 
employed by the John Birch 
Society and its adherents." 
The latter resolution was co-' "I believe the findings of 
sponsored by the Democratic these two dedicated public 
and Republican caucus chair- servants will provide a soundi 
men and others, including factual basis on which the! 
Winton. |p**Jf^**s of California, includ- 

'mm the Governor, may fprm] 



The developments, on the 
heels of disclosure first made 
by The Examiner Wednesday 
that Bums' committee is in- 
vestigating the Society, came 
after Welch wired the Gov- 
ernor—with a copy to Burns; 
— a-"demand" for a Commit- 
tee Investigation. j 

In his wire from Belmontj 
.Mass., Welch said: J 

"A dozen or a hundred or a 
thousand of our members in^ 
California will gladly testif^ 
and we can assure you, unl 
like our Communist enemies; 
none of our members will 
takdlthe Fifth AmendmenfL i 
|l I i 

"^e will gladly coopenkte^ 
withjthe committee In every 
way we can." J 



thdjr judgement about 
Sodjiety's methods and aii 



loun 



In the resolution propping 
Assembly ^condemnation of^ 
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the iSociety, It is stated a 
"semi-secret document" writ- 
ten fend circulated by, Welch 
and)' titled "The Politician," 
is replete with accusations 
and insinuations various men 
in public office are deliber 
ately leading the United 
States toward communism." 
It also states: "It is even 
charged in 'The Politician' 
that former president Eisen 
hower is a dedicated Commu 
nist agent, and that former 
President Roosevelt was 
guilty of 'plain unadulterated 
treason* against the United 
States." 

The resolution asserts the 
Society has. been "unusually 
active" In California recently, 
"attacking the methods, mo 
tivesf and morals of those 
with I whom it disagrees, al- 
waysi in the name of pure 
patrfDtism." 

Sen. Burns said he felt 



hearings now "would have a 
disruptive effect on our legis- 
lative duties," and: 

"We have been investigating 
the Society and would con- 
tinue to do so with or without 
the current outbreak of con- 
troversy. 

"There have been allega 
tions the Society is or could 
become subversive. Our in- 
vestigation hasnotprjgressed 
to the stage where a conclu 
sive judgment on this subject 
could be made." | 

Directing investigatiJn is 
Richard Combs, Chief Ipoun- 
sel for the State Committee. 

Welch's message to Brown 
was released Wednesday by 
Paul H. "Tex" Talbert, Bever- 
ly Hills Insurance broker, 
Southern California leadlr of 
the group and said to bj: ac- 
tive in Republican flind- 
raising activities in the 16th 
Congressional District. He 



said the society welcomes the 
inquiry. ^. 

Talbert declared the |o- 
ciety believes in "less govefn- 
ment, more responsibili|y, 
more individual freedom, 
preserving and protecting 
our Constitution and our 
glorious heritage." He also 
said: 

"We all believe In loyalty 
oaths, preservation of the 
Connally Amendment, restor- 
ation of the investigative 
powers of the FBI and any 



other Government committee 
for the purpose of investfeat- 
ing subversion." f 

The Winton resolution 
charged the Society has\e- 
sorted to scurrilous and Irre- 
sponsible attacks on various 
Americans in public office"] 
and said its asserted tactics 
"pose real dangers to our 
free society." j 

Atty. Gen. Kennedy would 
be asked to determine 
whether the Society "and its 
af iliated groups" should (De 



Itioh? ^^ ^^verslve organl^ 

In a speech Wednesday 
Chancellor Samuel b. S 

nSkilS!?..^^^'^^^' said fe 
' 1|^yPl''_of„secret studeii^, 

, If — ^ —==1^1^ 

FtP-I^aft been created oJ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SAC (62-0) 



date: 3/28/61 



FROM 



SUBJECT 



SA 



INFO CONCERNING 



b6 



b6 
b7C 



advised as follows: 



On 3/1 V6I, 
California, telephone 



telepnonlcally 



b6 



b6 
b7C 

^b6 

hlC 



He furnished the following list of names whom he 
iinrJP-pat.andfl are ftHflgfadly connected With the 



stated it w^^. r his understanding that the 
was associated with the John 



by 



telephon^ 



'i'h<5 flhftvfi-n flf.Pd names were furnished to him 
who lea]cneiL-£roin[ 



with the 



that 



f 



was also associated 



tated that he wanted to go on record 
that he is not associated with either thd 



or the John Birch Society. 
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AIL INFORf^lATSOi^ CONTAWi 
HEREIN IS U 
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UNITED STATES GOVERm^IENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SAG, LOS ANNEXES (100-59001) 



date: 3/27/61 



FROM : AS AG W, M. ALEXANDER 



subject: JOM BIRGH SOGIETY 



b6 
b7C 



called me 



at 8:30 AM, 3/23/6ir^ 



a "t" 51 +• oTt r T^ Si ^ 

information on the JOHN BIRGH SOCIE 






e would like some 



I pointed out to 



that we were not in a 



]q5 position to make any comment concerning this society and 

that a series of articles had appeared in thP "T.nR nmcrc^ie^f^ 

b7C Times" to which he might want to refer, 
stated he understood our position. 
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Ike, Dulles Communists?. 
That's What Welch Says 

BY MAX WIHNYKf 



I deplore the John Blrcli soci- [' Mot for one moment can we 

ety, the America First monement. j ©vlrestiniate the , potential m 

the Freedom club groups, all the [^."^ ^f^!^^ ^H!!^^^^ 
McCarthy-like and far worse or 




€d rantings and ravings 

against Communism. They pose a 

menace to an intelligent battle 

against lessening of freedoms in 

American as a result of the cam- ! menaces, 

paign which the Kremlin admit- 1 FALSE, IDOLS 

tedly wages against our way of 

life. 

It is because I am so devoutly 
an anti'Communisti so determin- 
edly pro-American, that I am out- 
raged by organizations with dub- 
ious motives that masquerade be- 
iiind a mask of patriotic sham. 

There are two major evils in- 
therent in every one of these or= 
ganfsed and .spuriously ugly bur- 
lesques of patriotic zeal. 

They would curtail American 
liberties in their fascist way as 
sorely as would conmiunists. 

They waste the time, effort and 



emics; and from, fifth columns es- 
ta'blished within, these United 
States, To avoid tiie evils they 
would impose on us we must be 
vigilant every moment to their 



But we find oiirselves, only t<^-\ 
often, worshipping false idols int 
this connection, working^^tS^ fur- \ 
tbur programs which, if the Whole 
truth were to be known in many 
instances, well may have been ; 
stimulated by the Kremlin^ propa- ■ 
ganda masters themselves, to dis- 
ct our attention from those 
fliS their efforts that the^ prefer 
flourish unobserved. I 
;■— - --;■- — ' ^ -gr— — V 



^1 for one am content (iS allow 
the capable, well-Organized, con- 
stantly alert official anti-Red ap- 
paratus to supervise this inipor- 
money of truly good but deluded ] |:ant national chore. The Federal | 
Americans who fail to realize they. Bureau of Investigation has long 
■Ean't hiurt and must help the since been assigned the task of 



enemy, within and without, by 
espousing causes which are no 
less unAmerican because they 
falsely, with malic© aforethought, 



___ow can any man of good will 
with even less than reasonable iil 
itelligence follow a leader like thi 
i Robert Welch who heads this oul ? 
, fit. Welch is a man who lists al 
; dangerous American Communists 
jsuch unimpeadhable patriots as 
iDwight D, Eisenhower, his. noble 
; brother Milton (listed by Welch as 
Ike's superior in Red ranks), both 
John Foster Dulles and his broth- 
eri aA head Allen Dulles! 
! Let's put it 'feis way: if the 
Eisenihower and DuUes families 
are Communists, then all hope 
for Anrierica has long since per- . 
i ished. I 

This is, of course, absurd, psy- •. 

: chotic, schizoid, paranoic— else! 

as cruelly a^ calculated way to i 

try to win Americans from the] 

Cause of freedom and justice. 

Our mails here already havej 
been invaded by notes from Birch; 
society followers- from cloSe and '' 
distant points which, after mildly 
accusing us here of being Coitj-i 
munists (in the We;lch book allj 
newspapermen are. exactly this), ' 
then try to win our support for| 
the police state measures the^ 
Birch-people seek to establish in- 
the place of the civil liberties 
which have made this nation the 
envy of the thinking world. 

For God's sake, for America'a, ■ 
for the sake of the free worid, \ 
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preserving America from tlie' 
threats of those who' would de- 
troy the American way. The FBI 
needs no vigilante assistance, 
assume attributes of patriotism -Mob rule, subtle or violent, hurts' 
to seduce ihonest but not suffi- rather than helps in the c6nnec-| 
ciently suspicious Americans, | tion. 

If you waste your time, your ji the LATEST 
^ort and your money fighting | The Birch society is the latest! ^^"'*^ Set trapped into' joining — 
for America by aiding those who on a long list of crasslj suspi- 
want to irreparable d'amage the|cious organizations. Whatever else 
American freedoms, then, you.fs uncertsdn, tliis isn't : it won't 
ill have none of these left tojbe bhe last Eadi in turn has to 
^xert in honestly combatting tliejbe rejected by true - Americans, 
'dden and obvious attacks of the else America itself 
eds and the others who '^"Sl^'^^gm within, 
amage the country we properly r^ 
love so well. i 



do fight with all your strength and . 
resources — these vicious paro- 
dies of patriotism. They, are all 
I the more vicious because they 
have, can and do trap well-mean- 
wiir pe£^=femg citizens into joining their 
basic lunatic-fringe n""^~'' " 




ft 




Why Mo Concern Over 
Neo-Fascists Groups? 



This nation doesn't seem near- upiEKICMnPiiwi: 










ly as concerned with the eternal | John Birch; whose name I^ 
menace to our liberties represent- peen adopted by Welch (who says 
ed by communist groups as it is i he is going to build up a follow- 
M'ith the ever-present, continuous--' ing of at least .1,{IOO,000) was an: 
ly reborn movement to make this ' American pilot said to have beeni 



a neo-fascist or fascist state 

The would-be fascists glibly at- 
tacii their antagonists with shriU 
and loud cries of "communist" 
aud have in many cases been able 
to draw this red herring 'success- 
fully across their trails, at least 
for a while. The KKK still rides 
in some sections of this fair land; 
it still burns fiery crosses at the 
homes of those who displease its 
vicious hierarchy. 

I can find no more' tolerance 
for those who would destroy the 
precious 'fabric of true American- 
ism in any other name, than IjSS 

can for the communists. And l| i have heard some kind. words 
am as equally unwilling to sacri-|even here in the' P°ass for the' 
fice civil rights" to the neo-fascists! Birch clubs, some weeks before I 
as I am to the communists. [was able to find anything about' 

Comes now the organization; the clubs, 
calling itself the Hohn Birch So- My feeling is that I'd rather try 



r rose to his dubious glory; 
Snd well-deserved fate on a wa^4 
of anti-Communist propaganda a!=' 
though the Nazi alternative could- 
n't possibly be 'accepted by a^l 
American as a valid choice forf 
free men. 

Even men chosen by a m'ajor-| 
ity of our Voters, our, Presidents,; 
are subject to careful checks and* 
balances under our system of gov-' 



the victim of a Red atrocity. J 
A Welch manifesto is the bible' 
for the dab which, ' strangely 
enough, seems to be using. the 
long-since discredited Freedom 

Club lists for its initial member-Jernri^ent. There' "cannot be ele-i 
smp prospects. jments of dictatorial total control 

|No:umt.orm.iias.yet been ado^-.jin the United States, even during 
|d for club members, ■ unlike t|ie,[such major emergencies as times 
ffofessedly Nazi organizatidli, |of war. And this, to use the old 
mich has put on demonstratiols; phrase again, is what has kept 
during recent months, in New | America great. 



York and Boston. This last group 
outfits itself in the ^ brown attire 
worn by the uulamented Hitler 
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ciety, as arrogantly a disciplined 

witch-hunting group as has ever 

been seen in these United States. 

Tlie noises made by its leader a' as this. 

guy by the name of Robert Welch WHY? 

who hails from New England are why are there always a 



to make household pets of side 
winders than encourage the in- 
herent brutality of such a cause 



far more frenzied than even Joe substantial number " of men of 
McCarthy and his coterie ever ut- good will,' as well as.^those whose 
tered. The Welch organization is i good will is very much in doubt 
going to be a tightly-knit closely=lat all times, who are willing to 
supervised sort of thing.- , accept as bona fide and worth- 

Welch is extending himself in! while anything and everything 
his anti-Communist blasts far be-| which pretends to be either anti- 
yond the McCarthyites at their] communist, pro-American or 
worst. Even Richard Nix6n fig-fboth? In truth, the label ahti-; 
ures prominently on the Birch: Communist is used frequently fori 
dub list of Communists and com- 1 much which is equally <^r_more fm 
punist dupes. Chief Justice E ai'lp|ar;i,;.A merican? 
iVarren, of course, is described byj 
Ihc Welch-Birch followers as thai' 
Ipitome of all dangerous radicals. [ 



How can we then delegate ab- 
solute authority to self-select- 
ed leaders whose qualifications 
are at best dubious, generally sus- ; 
pect, at worst grossly at odds; 
with true Americanism. i 

It is sickening we allow them j 
to hypnotize us at times with j 
their pat phrases of empty patri=! 
otism. It is siclcening that we per- 
mit ourselves to be seduced to _ 
evil causes when we hear bald j 
cant which is transparently ab- ; 
surd if you listen with any reason ' 

fairly 




# 
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BirchSociety 
Chief Asks 
State 

The f bunder of the John 
Birch Society has asked that 
an inv'estl'gatibfti- of the brgaii- 
ization be made by the state 
senate un-American activities 
committee. 

In a telegram sent to Gov, 
Brown, Robert Welch de- 
manded the investigation and 
added: ■ . , 

"A dozen or a himdred or a 
thousand , of our members in 
California will gladly testify, 
unlike our Communist ene- 
mies, none of our-; members 
will take the Fifth; Amenfl- 
ment." ' 

Paul H. Talbert 6:F .Bteveriy 
Hills, a John Birch member, 
disclosed the contents of the 
telegram last night. 

Talbert also read a prepared 
statement which asked why 
the society was being attacked 
■insthe, press.'-,:-. ■^ :•--. :..:.'. 
i "What is happening to 
cause supposedly reputable 
newspapers to refer to us as 
Fascists, neo-Fascists, Silver 
Shirts, Red Shirts, , Black 
Shirts, subversives and even 
compare us with the Klu Klux 
Klan?"'he asked. ^ 

Gov. Brown has asked "for 
an, official report on the 
group. ° ' . 
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Jmm Birch Society;* 
The Extreme Right 

By GENE GISLEY 

- Star-Free press Staff Writer 

.■■:<, . i 

John Bjirch, a one-time China missionary and a U. S. Nayy 
captain, was killed by Chinese ^ommumst' guerrillas after. V-J 
Day in World War II, For mosrotthe years since ^theij, except 
for the fond recollections of his family, he.has' been, forgotten,. 

But today the nam^ John Birch is a battle-cry for an aroused 
band, of self-styled patriots girding for a crUsade against 
communism. The. name of John Bixch lends itself to this, 
astonishing crusade as a symbol of the first American killed by 
the Communist^ in "World War .ill/! ;, 

By this week, the John Birch Society reportedly has chapters 
in 35- states but its activities" seem to have flowered first .m 
California, which often has;i proved. a fertile sprouting, ground 
for extreme and emotional political movements. ' i 

What is this controversial society which last week found it- 
self . coQdemned on the floor of the U. S. Senate and which has 
been the subject of detailed exposure' and fearful editorial com- 
ment in newspapers acro$s; the lantjl? Who is its: founder; what 
is its structure; what aifei its aiins>nd procfedures?' 

PAMPHLETEERING CANDYMAKER . 

The founder and ghostly guiding light. 'of thie John 'Bhrch 
Society is a benign-appearing exrcajodymaker named- Robert 
Welch, 61; of Belmont, Mass, • - ' 

After World War- II, Weilcb turned his talents from /candy 
making to a study of communism and soon> developed the 
theory that many U. S. strides toward social betterment'— 
iaacludmg Social Security and; federal incoiiie taxesH^were, in 
reality, part of an organized campaign to 'preparer the nation 
for a Communist take-over. , ; \ 

By 1957^ Welch was engaged; in> full-time antirCommunist 
•pa'mphleteeruig. .He authored a treatise on politics' .called "The 
Politician," which was shoWn only to clJDse friends and which 
since has been withdrawn from circulation because of' its 
alarming extremism.- ' . 

J^y 19S8, Welch was ready to orgahize the John Birch Society, 
bdrii ia, Indianapolis at a meeting of about a dozen influential 
men wtio listened to the-Welchian theses for tWb daysiWilch 
laid the Society's foundation on slander and invective io which: 
he: , . _ ■. ^ , -.^ ■ ■".•'». ''\ * 

—•Accused President Eisehhewer and his brother, Milton, of 
Communist party m«mber:ship and .charged that ^'oha possible 
word describes (President Eisenhower's) purposes arid actions. 
That werd'is treason." 

—Charged the iate. John Foster Dulles, former secretary 'of 
state, with being ' a Communist agent and his< brother, Atlen, 
director of. the Central Inteliisence Agency, as being, "the most 
protected and untouchable supporter of' communism, next to 
Eisenhower himself,. In Washington." 

—Argued that "democracy- . . . Is m'er ely a dece ptive 
pltrtn^'S Veapon of demagoguery and a pereririlaf'Trati'd.'' 
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PAND0RA:$ B6X of politicat ills has opened- in Cal- 
ifornia Where the John Birch Society is recr\riting 
,roups of members from the radical right. . f ' 

- In another column on this f age is' a detailel dis- 
cussion of the foiinding; structure and iaims;Gf tie, So- 
ciety which ^has organized, chapters iri Santa Barbara; Los 
Angeles and'Sah Francisco.' As far as' We know, none 
exists in Ventura County. • \ ! ' 

We are genuinely concerned over the growth of 
this controversial Society. 

To us, the unquestioning a^cceptance o,f so extreme! 
a credo meaiis that the age of political wisdom is noti 
here. The prospec,t of another McCarthy era, in which 
half -truths, slander and invective;'replaced reason; if iUs 
us with dread. And certainly the least We can fear from 
the John BirCh Society's success is that legitimate con- 
servative principles- will) be tainted by an :unfortunate 
association with extremism. • v/ '. 

^ We would point out that we do not emulate the 



may disagree with jthe. views ^of 'other merhbers. 



i . full us^ of the tarbrush itself . . i 



agamst our nation's. leaders, its. degradation of democ- 
racyj its secret membership rojls, ijs dictatorial control 
from the top, its deni?»l of the right to dissent, its emo- 
tional -appeal; itffuseof unfair methods Of pressures and 
; harassment, and its questiohable, witch-hunt. aims.' 



scribe to .$he Society's central belief that "democracy ; . . 
is a deceptive phrase, a weapon of demagoguery: a per- 
ennial fraud .. ."? ^ , ^ . ^^ /'r .*' 

In truth, there are many Americans who have never 
! accepted the premise that democracy has any revelance 
to the American dream. Apparentiy fe,eling that there is 
something un-American about equality and freedom, 
theyvattem'pt to -develop a political system based on other- 
precepts. , . " 
Even so, they cloak themselves in righteousness, 
wrap themselves in patriotism, indulge in mg-waving— 
and cultivate a goose-step. / 
^ We have ohly^icontempt for this phony front. And 
me can put no faith in a society which would protect our 
frfeedoms by denying them, which,^vould guarantee .our 
ci^ liberties by revoking them, which would, fight sub- 
version by adopting the methodis of .subversives, or 
which would support the Constitution by re writing it to 
^ authorise a w|tch-hujit. . ■ .-^ - ■■ - 
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"H^^.;^^ l^*:**^'^*^ authority on th'e aSST^ the 



ly au- 
ative that 



ingrdirection from the top •; . . ' ' •«"v"uii- 

l^Ji!J^f^^ ^? f- P°^'t!°° 0* ha^kng the Society's 



The (organization's aims are shrouded in th 



e sajfte secrecy. 



'be unaccountable; 

4!^^^!^!^':'^'^ -"^ke it out. Sterns from his 



ces, the 
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INFILTRATION MEtHQb URGED 



sure can be brought .to root out the evil. 



V 



books, teachers and curricula. f^^-wos m 

n^^^^ t^.^'^T'''^' r«^ods.M' members are told. 



y IS joined by other-orgahiza- 
is United for America, Inc; >* 
i, On_ our desk today is. a. poUcVtype poster fJc 



the eight other. justices. 
The &,cie.ty has other aims, too. Among "them are reduction 

sr world; But 



' t the most 
group into 
nis in view 

■ If they cannot, we cani only. wonder arihe''ideVs"fut,rr<. 
And the spirit of John Birch. tooifnJm ^sauJ^L^. 



besmirch his .patriot nam 
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SANTA BARBARA CHAPTER 
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Prmdda&t 

•Df. ttOtn P. 0«w 

ILinowr Vi» Pwrttartii 

fliiMwhIii Looia G. Dnyfiu, Jr- 

Adainl Stiuit S. Murray 
Mn. 0«>rg« lEdwfa Hilt 

lit ViB»-Pi«ri*>nt 

•Mn. Onttto C. Jonlon 

and Vio«-PrMl<ir.ni 
•F. Eric I'rtiriB 

neconUag Secretary j 

•Mn. Byu Miller 

CorracpondinK SL-uruliiry 

•Mto» Hnteo F, Thonnoii 

•Mki llelenn Suolc)' 

EmewUv* Sttrettuy 

Mn. Couiitiuiu) dB Snntilliuiu 
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Hurry S. A»hjnon« 

Mn. Pijny G, M. Auitln 

AevertsiMi Ci)iirwl Hraati'ii 

Hubert Ca.»iKr 
•JoMfiili 1', OjwiiJ 

LpIiuuI Crnwlonl, ]r. 

Mr». H- B. d.! M<iM 

Mn. MiclLicl lliiiiii 

Or. C*Hrlii1ti- Kluiott 

Mrs. VmA h'i>nl 

Siimufl <.;<T.«in 

Mm. Watiiim A. tJliissfnrd 

Dr. SBimi'l H. Cotilil 

Mrs. CImuh! ('>n!|.i»! 

'riiirniiM C. Ilaiim* 
•r>». TJitnxl<JHJ llurilcr 

•1,. AUn lIiirrisoK 
Mri. Hoburt ltlbliit» 

Ur. lUlleLk llitfOiiaii 

r:ilhert C. Ilnriku 

tJr. C. Nonnaii Jncirtis 

•WUlUm U. Joyt*'. J'- 

•l,iTWi» Ktahnll. Jr. 
I^uti I^uunuilur 
Mn. H. J- XfcMiUiu. 
l>r. Peter M«rU 
Cluttde MnriKT 
Mn. Stuart S. Murray 
Mn. EJHo N(wniiu.-l'en>™ 
Mr*. iJHgMim Rollins 
Albwt B. Huaditck 
Mn. Bobiirt M. Hiwsen 
Min EUrithrth .S»ttl 
lilmer L. Shimill 
Mark Smitli. Jr. 
Sum ThonuicR 
Hulph Vemnn 
Sfhner O. \V"I«' 
Havettfitd WhUnf V»'ui.M 
Mn. SaniiiBl AVutsy 
Mrs. ;. B. V««iir 
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u^lch S.9 «eying the 5oeifety mt^t bi- nui. ti^^ ^'^rd-'f^aileii^ 
dlctiitori^l finti d'^nmn.c ^&8»* .,;t:Jslry siis* «p Ma ?it1ci<; 
^y- stating 11*^© aoMmaiat thr^i^t iv thin >jiO«ittry is* v#Hi, 

citiieB who HiXi worl? t<? c0ttnteit,;i crnni^mnist evitj 1m% 

*thf4 unfeali«fV?5l»l€ irr^pe|jt)nsib;litv espoused secroti^^ ^y 

which lit dif? iiat ht%^ p^blishm i>*4t ^hiKl £ liiiit-edEisjab^r uf 
copies piitit^tii *«bich h» smt to fjierttls who >te litJieve^ 
v^uict ha Xftter^ttvd in itsi cont«nt#, ^^ rtvi<r^ »i tfei« 
j&ook ui«cX^«ed it «a« r! viclo^*s i^ttack an the ptilitie;;! 

ulti^ Wias lr^t;arjfKjr^te«l ^entifM-^-*' 12^ ^ 19 --6^ uuaor t?je tt^n% of the 
i>t»t^ of j4ti«s3cbn»©tt«, tne vJiica he sl9*> nw^$ as ttfi outlet 
for i5i« jinti€0fm?$siBiit crt^s^^s. s i*r oXf*mpi^ <tf IHe t^e of 
smteritil which Bpp^^-rn in '^S'fmvii.Bn upini^n- ^^xl i^rticis um 
im^li9h^4 in tfee Octaber, i9^^, fmition entltlfG ''A eview 
of ^tirl«w»*' i«xiti«n by ^^qvila ; • Miir^r, t pt-pfQStt^r J^t the 
Cnlv6r«lty uf iliinaig. (his ;iti;;i^ i^iitrilos^d aileiiJ&tloni* 

in thfi imp^rtment of Health > ;4t?u;ttion ii.a<a' w^if ?ir^ <iiir:'0 

thl% £ipp6?rs to ^€( £ falJ0^*'M|> i?f *j sp«€trb siade b^' i Jlver in 
Mtsrcii, 19>^» **t Kfelcii iim^ ht fell&>£|e4Iy att*t0<4 t.i^^.t one thirti 

Ol thu to;} «/:hei«B Oi ti se v0t^i;ti^i^t i-a ttfln-JratAt-g -iv^ -i-hifl 

camitt?^ are is tii^ ^I^^ir I 
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ttiit Bureau h;D6 mi i^coived msjr informatics 
idiidb i#o<^id indiette that the actlTltits of WoXeh or the 
JB5 ooeo KithiB tbe inv^«tiv}3tiir« jurisdiction of the FBI* 
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Attached is a copy of the letter from the Department 
of State dated :^/l3/61 and a copy of the letter of 

Ito the Secretary of State dated 
2/'27/bl. 



additional intormation 



indicates in her letter that she has 
to furnish. Inasmuch as the Bureau 
was not provid ed a copy of the State Department's reply to 
letter, you are instructed to have an agent 



immediately interview her, providing the files of your office 
do not contain information which would preclude such an 
interview, and advise her that our contact with her has been 
prompted by the referral of her letter to the FBI. Explain 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the JFBI in the 
internal security field to her and that we are interested in 
any information she may have in this regard. Follow the 
instructions outlined in SIC Letters 59-13 (P) dated 3/10/S9 
and 60-5 (C) dated 1/26/60 pertaining to this organization. 
Immediately furnish the results of this contact to the Bureau. 

Bureau indices contain no identifiabl e subversive 
derogatory information conceming l ... "I Buf iles 
indicate the^American Association for the United Nations, Inc., 
(100-377086), is not an organ of the United Nations, but is 
an association formed to carry on educational activities to 
the end that the United States ^nay cooperate to the fullest 
extent practicable in official international organizations 
functioning in the various fields of international cooperation. 
The FBI has never investigated the American Association for the 
United ITatlons, Inc. 



irch Group Offers to Testify 



; ^Members of the John Birch 
Society, labeled by critics as 
neo-fascist and now under in- 
vestigation by the State Sen- 
ate Un-American Activities 
Committee, volunteered 
Wednesday to testify before 
the . probers "by the thou- 
sand." 

In a telegram to Gov, Brown 
earlier in the day, Robert 
; Welch, society founder, of Bel 
tmont, Mass., offered to coop 
jerative with the committee "In 
jevery way" and declared "un 



like our Communist enemies, 
none of our members will 
take the 5th Aniendment." 

The message was released 
by Paul H. "Tex" Talbert, 
Beverly Hills insurance broker 
and Southern California lead- 
er of the group, who said the 
society welcomes the State 
Senate inquiry. 

He said the society's na- 
tional council included: 

Dr. Granville Knight, Santa 
Barbara physician; Ralph E. 
Davis, president, General 
Plant Protection Corp.; Los' 
Angeles; Thomas J, Anderson, 
editor and publisher of Farmi 
and Ranch, a Tennessee pub-j 
lication; T. Coleman Andrews," 
former, commissioner o'f in- 
ternal revenue; former Asst. 
Secretary of State Spruille 
Byaden: Cn l Laurence ^Bunker.^ 
former aide to Gen. Mac-' 



Arthur, and Dean Clarence; 
Manion, Notre Dame Law** 
School, -l-^—^ 
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MEMBERSHIP BOASTED 

Hiestand Defends 
Birch Society 

By JACK LANGGUTH 

Valley Times tODAY Staffs Writer 

Rep. Edgar W. Hiestand (R4lst Dist.) today 
warmly defended the embattled John Birch Society, 
of which he is a member. 




Hiestand 



Interviewed by telephone, 
Hiestand told the Valley 
Times TODAY that there 
are many members of the 
society in. his 
Congression a 1 
district, which 
includes San 
Fernando, Pa- 
coima, Pano- 
rama City, 
Northridge, Re- 
seda and the 
Antelope Val-- 
ley. 

But he said 
these are ','rugged individ- 
ualists" who joined a "patri- 
otic society, that has no 
thought control, dictatorjship 
or fascism." 

Every aspect of the society 
is voluntary, "unlike labor 
unions," Hiestand added. 

The current charges 
against the Birch group are 
"baseless," Hiestand said 
But he added he doesn't 
"agree with everything 
Welch has ever said or 
done." 

Robert Welch, Massa 



L. 



chusetts candy manufac- 
turer and f Guilder of the 
movement, reportedly 
once called President Eis- 
enhower, John Foster Dul- 
les and his brother, Allen 
Dulles, underground, com-, 
munist agentSi _, V V ■ i: 
Gov. fedmund Gfj^JBrown- 
has asked Atty.,Gen.' Stanley 
Mosk; for a report on the so- 
ciety but stated that unless 
members broke the law 
they have a right to. speaki 
Hiestand. said be has 
been a member of the so- 
ciety tor about li/^ years. 

"I first heard about John 
Birch, the American medi- 
cal missionary in China, 
who was skinned alive by 
the communists, from Rep. 
Walter Judd (R-Minn.)." 

Asked if/ Judd is a John 
Birch member, Hiestand 
said, "I don't know but I 
wouldn't be surprised." 

The society's one aim is 
to "fight the Communist 
conspiracy," Hiestand said. 
"Of course, the members 
also resent the growth of 
big, dictatorship govern- 
ment" 

Charges against the soci- 
ety have been made, the 
Congressman added, "be- 
cause every group that tries 
to- fight Communism gets 
smieared." ■■ ^> 
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Wttt TESTIFY GLADLY, 
jBlRCH FOUNDER SAYS , 

I BY UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL lof the Birch Socicty's iiaUon- 



Robert Welch, founder af 
iihe John Birch Societj^, said 
jWednesday that members of 
the organization "will "glad- 
ly" testifv in a proposed in- 

;vestigationof the organiza- a copv-- of the AVelch teleJ Communist enemies, ncuie 
,tion by the California &tate ;, ^; ■ to UPi bv ^f our members will take f he 

]SGnate Committee on Un- fJf^^^;^ ''^ S^en L,i i b}^^,.^^^ Amendment We kll 

American Activities. *p-'" , ., ' ^ i +„! gladly co-operate with fthe 

Welch "demanded" thati Copies of the ^i ? to.^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ 

Brown were- sent by. Welch „„ „ -^ ■^ 



al council. 

■ Brown said .Wednesday 
he asked the attorney gen- 
eral to make a report on the 
John- Birch Societyv 



I view of statements 'madsToi 
1 press Ipy officia l ^^ ur' 
state, we urgently .demand 
the- proposed investigation 
of the John Birch Society by 
the California State Senate^ 
Un-American Activities ComH 
mittee. A dozen or a hun- 
dred or a thousand of our 
members in. California will 
gladly testify and we can 
assure you that, unlike our 



the investigation be held 
and promised that no mem- 
bers of the society will take 
the Fifth Amendment to 
avoid testifying. 

ji telegram from Welch, 
addpssed to Gov. Bro^^ni, 
was released in Beverly Bills 
bj^'^aul H. Talbert, member 



from his Belmont > (Mass.).r 
home to Talbert, State Atty. 
Gen. Mosk and to Sen. Hugh 
M. Bnrns, chairman of |th.e 
State Senate Committee on; 
Un-American Activities. | I 
The telegram said: i 

''We^ respectfully and, in'i 



we can. 
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Demands Probe, Would 'Gladly Testify' 



Birch Group 'Call 
ov. Brown on Quiz 




, . Officials of the John Bh-ch Society joined today in demands for investigation 
of their patriotic organization, and told Governor^dmund G. Brown their mem 
bei-s wouid ''gladly testify" without resort to the Ilfth Aifcendment 

;m^a telegram to the raver-'-j^jJ ^j^g ^ ^ ^ ^^^^ 
not, Robert Welch, wealth* re-! .^j^ ^ .^ Fifth Am 
tired candy manufacturer Jwho '^'-^''^-^ "^ ^^^ *"^" ^^ 



Is founder and head of thff pa- 
triotic group said: 

-*^Ve respectfully and, in 
view of statements made to 
the press l)y officials of your 
s^te, urgently demand the 
proposed investigfation of 
the John Birch Society by 
the California State Senate 
Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 

"A dozen, or a hundred 
or a thousand of our mem- 
1)ers In California will gladly 
testify and we can assure 
you that, unlike our Com- 
munist enemies, none of our 
members will take the Fifth 
Atniendment. We will gladly 
co-operate with the commit- 
tee in every way we can." 

JDOPY SENT TO MOSK 

Copies of the wire were sent 
to* Atty. Gen. Stanley Mosk 
arid to state Sen. Hugh Burns 
of, Fresno, Senate president 
jro^tera and chairman of the' 
:;bmmittee on Un-American 
Activities, 

Paul H. Talbert, Beverly Hills 
nsurance broker and a mem 
jer of the John Birch Society, 
commented on Mosk's state- 
pfieht that he would asK the 
'Jnited states attorney gen- 
eral to "look into" the patriotic 
)rganization if the Legislature 
'wants, me to do it." 

Talbert said that "if any 
members tafce the Fifth 
iUnendment, It will be .all 
riglit because we would love 
:o"»nd out who the infilftra- 
•flrf are so we can get ridTof 
aiefn." ] 

Be explained that it "gvas 
'possible some left wing sym 



iiie^t would, of course, . un 
inask.t'hem," adding: 

: "We, the John Birch So- 
ciety, will not picket any 
investigating committee 
that might see fit to in- 
vestigate us. 

* "All this points up the 
(fact that good Americans 
^erywhere should wake up. 
This goes to prove how 
deadly our enemy is — to, be 
able to pull off this con- 
centrated national attack 
dn the John Birch Society." 
BELIEFS STATED 

,The Beverly HiJJs civic lead- 
ed pointed out the society 
*6elieves in less government, 
irioie responsibility, more :4n- 
a£vi lual freedom and preapr- 
X^U )n and protectio n of Sir 



Constitution and our glorious 
heritage." 

Furthermore, he said, "we 
all believe in loyalty oaths, 
preservation of the Connaliv 
Amendment, restoration ' of 
the investigative powers of thei 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion and any other govern- 
ment committee for. the inves 
tigation of subversion." 

Is it possible that we 
have been so deeply infil- 
trated that our enemy is 
now strong enough to try f« 
shift the word •subversion' 
frum themselves over to us?" 
Talbert asked. 
PROTEST BROWN'S ACTION 
Talbert was the latest to add 
his voice to a growing wave 
of protest over Governor 
BDwn's refusal to ban a Jni- 
ve: sity of California at Befke- 
™^*.v,^r,a„ „„„ v,„ •„*-». ^ ley speech by a man accuspd 
pathizer_sjTiay,hay e infUtrat- | p/ communist-front activit y 
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while calling for a probe oil the| 
Jom Birchers, describedV by- 
United States Senator Jamesi 
Eastland of Mississippi as "aj 
patriotic organization." ■ 

The protests point out the; 
drive by California Democratic 
Council and others- to abolish 
loyalty oaths, the House Com^ 
mittee on. Un-American Activi- 
ties and to secure early recogj 
nition arid admission to the 
United Nations of Red China 
County Republican Chair 
man Julius A. (Jud) Leetham 
pointed out that storm is not e 
partisan dispute, but added: 
"It should be a subject 

for thoughtful contempla- 
tion that the Democratic 

Party, and particularly its 

leader in California, Cover 

nor Brown, has been in the 

forefront to attack either 

individuals or organizations 

whose 'conservative' views 

are fundamentally cast tn 

supg,rt .f our «-s^tp>i,,^ INFORMATION CONTAIi^ED 

CITES EXAMPLE ''fk 
"A new example of t^ 

is the hue and cry regard- j 

ing the John Birch Society, 

which one United States 

senator has described as a 

patriotic organization. 
"Democratic, and some 

other cries, for investiga- 
tion fill the land. 
I "On the other hand, we 
\ see the tragically humorous ! 
I extmple of Governor Bfiown i 
I refusing to utilize his ekecu- j 
I tiwe authority to preveift the \ 

p^paganda effort of a|con- | 

victed and known associate j 
! in subversive or ganizations { 
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\ 
from conducting propaeati- { 
d^ activities and directed ' 
t&ward influencing lour 1 
vputh, on state property file ! 
UCB campus) supp&rted in 
part by funds extracted from i 
the citizens, including the 
so-called conservatives.' " j 

Ask U.S. Probe 
Birch Society I 

SACRAMENTO, March 23 f 
(trpi) — A resolution asl:ing' 
United States Atty. Gen. Rob-' 
ert Kennedy .to investigate] 
'the ultra -conservative Jolmi 
■Bircli society was introduced! 
in the Assembly today. i 

. The resolution, by Assem-i 
'blyman Gordon I. Wln;fon,[ 
Democrat of Merced, ciiQ.w^s\ 
thai the society has "resoited! 
to apurrilous and irresp(msi- 
ble attacks on various Ameri-i 
cans in public office." 




irch Society 
.eader Asks 



Early Hearing 

A leading member of the 
John Birch Society claims;. 
the group has been smeared' 
and should have an imme-^ 
diate opportunity to , clear 
the record at a , legislative 
hearing. 

After the State Senate; 
Committee on Un-American i 
Activities announced it. will 
investigate the society this| 
summer, Paul H. Talbert, 
Beverly Hills insurance 
broker, exclaimed: 

"NEXT SUMMER! Why 
not start the Senate hearing 
our society is so imminent as 
some people have said, why 
not start the Senate hearings 
now? We want a chance to 
state our views now. j 

"Why not hold the hear- 
ing in the cool of the spring 
instead of waiting for the 
heat of the summer?" 

The investigation was re- 
quested by the society's 
! giunder, Robert H. Welch 

Of^OSton. ■*'^-r 
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Birch Society 
Has No Active 
West End Unit 



ONTARIO-UPLAND — Reports 
from authoritative sources indi- 
cated today that there is no active 
unit of the John Birch Society 
functioning in the West End. 

These sources include two wom- 
en who acknowledge they sub- 
scribe to membership in \riiat is 
known the "home chapter" in Bel- 
mont, Mass. 

One of the women, Mrs. Pat 
Hendersen of 1182 N. Vallejo Way, 
Upland, said as- far as she knows 
the society has no chapter func- 
tioning in this area. 

She said she is acquainted with 
three local residents who belong 
to the home, chapter "in Belmont 

Speaking enthusiastically of the 
nationwide organization, Mrs, Hen- 
dersen said: 

"I feel it's a very fine organiza- 
tion. I don't Itnow much about it 
yet, but rd like to learn more. 
I don't think it's a Fascist. or- 
ganization. I think it only wants 
to combat communism." ; 

Mrs. Hendersen said she only 
joined the society recently and 
that her husband is not a mem- 
ber. 

She said she and her .husband 
felt she should join first because 
dues for women are only $12 a 
year and her husband would join 
later when they were. better able 
to afford the $24 yearly assess- 
ment for men's membership. 

The second woman asked that 

Turn to Page A-6, 
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Bircfi Society I 
Has No Active 
West End Unit ■ 

{Continued from Page'A'-l) 

her identification be- withheld. She 
said she is certain . tliere ' is no 
local unit of the John Birch So- 
ciety in the West End, 

She said she holds membership 
at large in the national organiza- 
tion headquartered in Belmont, 
Mass. ; 

"All , this adverse publicity has 
come up since I joined," she said. 

Numerous' 'stories on the John 
Birch Society and its aims have 
been published in national publi- 
cations and metropolitan daily 
newspapers. 

Considerable controvert 'has 
stemmed from these news stories. 

"I think we're going to- have 
to do something about the high 
level of Communism infiltration in 
the United States," she- said. "I 
read a story this morning saying 
that 70 per cent of the people In 
the United States government are 
Commimists." 

In asking that her identity be 
withheld, the woman explained 
she felt "I can do more good" 
by maintaining anonymity. 
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LETTER TO BROWN 

Birch Society 
Probe Opposed 

^^The American Qyil, L iberties Union, said today it' 
[opposes any investigation of the John Birch Society 
by Congress or the Legislature. 

■" ■ — '. Such an investigation 

would violate the :: first 
Amendment rights of the ul- 
tra-right-wing organization, 
said Eason Monroe, ACLU 
executive directpr, in a let- 
ter' to Governor^ Brown. 

Leaders of the society, ; 
including founder Robert 
WeJch, have welcomed 
such an investigation and 
offered, to testify. 
"The right of all citizens 
to hold and to advocate their 
political views, regardless of 
how extreme and ^distorted 
these views may be, is in- 
violate," said. Monroe. 

"Only a showing that the 
advocacy of such views con- 
stitutes a 'clear and present 
danger* that unlawful acts 
will be committed would jus- 
tify a restraint upon the 
speech or assembly of the 
John Birch Society." 

The ACLU would oppose 
any investigation of the 
society either by the 
House Committee on Un- 
American Activities or the 
State Senate Committee on 
Un - American Activities. 
Such investigations would 
serve no valid legislative 
purpose^ Monroe said. 
Monroe noted the ACLU 
has "suffered considerably" 
at the hands of the Birch So- 
ciety, mainly in Orange 
County where a movement 
to recall an ACLU member, 
Joel^S._p^jorigM^ from Mag- 
nolia 'tJfstncrschool Board, 
is * 'apparently inspired - by 
Birch Society members," 

i 
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The John Birch Story 



Recent exposure of the John Birch Society in the Los 
Angeles Times and Time Magazine raises some interesting 
questions for education. 

Described as a radical organization of the Far Bight, 
the organization has been termed subversive,' just as has 
the radical organisation of the left, the Communist Party. 
The danger Jiea not with what members of such organiza- 
tions believe, but with the means by which they. hope to 
convince others to. accept the beliefs as law. John Birch 
Society, for example, labels anyone with whom it does not 
agree, a communist. Among those so labelled have been the 
past President of the United States, other high govern- 
jnent officiaJs, and editors of most of the nation's news- 
papers! '-— — - - , 

Such accusations might be laughable, were it not for 
the seriousness that many of their accusations have been 
received by some civic, professional, and business groups 
who. have been talten in by the super-patriotic approach of 
the Society. 

Operating much as the Communist Party has been 
known to operate, the John Birch Society urges its mem- 
bers to split into "cells/* to infiltrate jwhtical parties, and 
and "take over" PTA's. 

One of the opponents of Mary Tinglof,- in the coming 
Board election, has as her -finance chairman a member of 
the Southern California council of the discredited John 
Birch Society. Just as we would not vote for a member of 
the Communist Party, so we should be fearful of putting 
a. member of the John Birch Society on the board. If we 
value our freedom as teachers we will do everything we 
c an to re-e lect Mary Ijnglof at the primaries on April 4. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI A- 
FROM: SAC, LOS MaELES (100-59001) 

SUBJECT: JOHN BIRCH SOClBTY ^ 

INFORMTION GOITCERWING 
(IKTERHAL SECURITY) 

Re letter from the Director^ FBI to the Office of 
Seciifity, Department of State, eaptionecl "JOHR BIRCH SOCIETY, 
IWFQRilATION CONCERNIHG (INTERNAL SECURITY)" dated 3/21/61, 



SaI 1 contacted 




1 1 C&lifdi'nia"; "^'fii^'^"" 



appcp,nzmenz aDoui; iu:ju a.m./ 5/'di^/oi^ snh advised that 
she was very confused and stated that she would call "back to 
advise when it uoulrl hp nnmrpnlifnt to see Agent. At approsc- 



iiaately 11:00 a 
could call on her 



IJOUl 

er a 



^called and stated that Agent 

z diuu p.in,, " 3/23/61 . 



At 2:00 p.m. SA 



called on 



She advised that she vjas emotionally upset ahd dlStt-iiusht 
to the point vdiere she was unable to ^-r^iir ^r.f> affi-oTnt" 
this reason she had asked her friend, j 



W^nv^ 



[ 



to raeet v jith her and e^iplain \:^at she had in mind, Uhlle 
awaiting | | the Bureau's Jurisdiction and respon 

sibility I Vi. th& ilVii!g5mal security field were explained to[ 



]She stated that her concern was over events whicH" 



have been happening in Santa Barbara, California, v/hich have 
been causing the people to become suspicious of each other. 
She tnentloned the speeches made in Santa Barbara recently hy 
I I She siJii^fid- 



•j-^Tnt-. Rhp rnriFi? 



aers %nem rabpxe r ousers. At tHI a point[ 
arrived, v?hereupon[ 



"cuuxa~~expiaxn~ir;hat she had in liiindT 
the Bureau's responsibilities in th 



F 



[stated that he 
pas advised of 



136fiUl?lw field. 
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cone erne a over -cne xuror wnicn ."cne oonn Birch Society Is 
causing iri Santa Barbara, He stated the local paper in 
Santa Barbara had editorialized against the John Birch ; 
Society which resulted In a division of thought in the. Santa 
Barbara community , ". Several months .ago he attended a gathering 
V7here a tape bv ro-pjr^^^t^' wiIt.ch. df^flcpibQd as th$ founder of 
the Society, v/ag heard J I stated VJELCH practically ' 
accused President EISENHO\VER of being a cominunist and spoke In 
high tones of the quality of the government in the Dominican 
Republic, 



Later! Lirrote a letter to the "Santa Barbara 

ETev/s -Press" denomcmg -cne John Birch Society. As a result 

of the publication of this f/letter> several cal ls were made 

t oj I California, by 

unlaentif led persons caiiir|g | 

and aslcing. questions such as . wauL ary 

it," He stated he considers this an insidious attack in an 

attempt to get his Job because of his open objection to v/hat 

he considers a completely x^ong method of fighting cominimism. 



;a "dirty communist" 
ou going to do about 



r 



Fj-ha-hf^fi >,hA-^. hp> haR Tjn-plr^^d fnv 



b6 



lb / C; 



lana oexieves tna-c ne nas a oacKgrouna 

6f b^lng Siht±-6Cth)Muhist as v/ell as aiiti -Fascist that should 



satisfy even the severest, critic. 



I fpntinued, stating that "the John Birch 

Coraplex" should be watched as a possible silver shift type 
organization.' He stated that the Director of the FBI should 
be advised that "vjhile passing under cover of anti-commtmist, 
the John Birch complex is using his name, asid a stable of 
retired FBI men a-a gov^rcs f n r their me e things." He mentioned 



specifica ll y 



llffi^fflTu,fflI,pEJPJ and[ 



•The John Birch Society is encouraging the reading 
Oi af-Utl -communist literature put out hy^ the Director of the FBI 
as well as his book "blasters of Deceit," They are slioivlng 
the films "Operation Abolition" and "Communlsra on the Mapj " 
all of which has as its objective the lending, of dignity to 
their organlzpti nn anri nf .confusing the people as to their 

[stated in this connection that he 

Director *s book and that he, Intends to 



true purpose. 

has no objection to the 



-2- 



^•^ r< 



LA 100-59001 



read It himsell'' some day. The John Birch complex Is a 
rebirth of all the vror^t aspects of the iIC CARTlfY era, except 
that this is worse because it has a brain behind it. He 
felt that the Director must avoid becoming a tool of the John 
Birch complex. 



r.n'.itimiRd thpi^i: in F^ppitfi TM^ThPtvpi f^ 



P 



"brainwashed" hlrn for an hou r concernliif^ the communist th reat 
to our schools and churches. | i . „ "^ -^ ^ ^ 

tool of the John BJ.rch Society bvl la sheet called 



"The Freedom Press." [ 



[ 



Tis spreading the *John Birch line, THe" 



] 



Santa Barbara ypeai:ers Forum is part of the John Birch 

■"^ qr-l f^tv ^.TK^'i and 'i f^ br i nf-'1ng?' to ."^anta P,;^.rbara f^ uch speakers 

a j I nd the like. 



Concerniii^: 
Istated that! 




are l^no^^n to SAs 
|as being strongly anti 



commui^ist and \mo have stated that althouc^h they are not 
a1 IDS ■ I 



■b6 



b7C 



information in tliJs connection is[ 



] stated that nr-^r-^ of hi p. nb-ipf 



F\mi-rn.np, ov 



-J- 



stated that vihat he has to say could be 
aiTiTOied up by sayliig that in his opinion '^the John Birch 
complex" is causing lack of faith in democratic principles 
and is as great a threat to this country as communism. 



3tated she thinks that v/hat 

up ner opini on s on . t]:ii s s ub J e c t , 



neither 



nor 



asked any 



specific question concerning rne john Birch Society; therefore^ 
no stateraents v;ere volutiteered. 



The indices of the Los Mc^eles Office contained 
no information of a clerof^atorv. subversive nature ytptrt^ r ding 
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I Hft statftd that he Is also 



1 He 



requested Inforination re the John Birch Society and wag told 
that the FBI does not provide evaluations re the Integrity of 
any organization but that he might direct'. a written inquiry to 
the Internal Security Division, ri.S. .Dept, of Justice, etc. to 
obtain a copy of the Attorney General's List of Subversive 
Organizations* 

It is noted, hovjever, tha t during the course of thg-^^»ethve]"3Stio n, 
Complainant mentioned one | 1 



I I uompxaiiitinx. 



i 



■jhich course deals 
^.^jjth Commun lsiT] and related sub.lectsw. Complainant stated that In 

, a ^'consistent ul- 
a defeatist attitude toA-jard Cominunism. 



his 



L Communij 
opinion]" 



nrtuae 



3 a ^'consistent ultra-liberal'' and has shown 



"]3 * '^ 
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(D) the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY- (JBS) — SAC Letter 59-13 ('^) , ■ 
'dated March 10, 1959^ set out background data concerning Robert H. 
wElch, Jr., a candy manufacturer of Belmont, Massachusetts, and 
his antlco^m^lnlst campaign. SAC Letter 60-5 (c), dated January 26, 
i960, advised that In December"," 1958, Welch created an organisation 
called "The John Birch Society," the long-range objective of which 
has been summarized as "less government, more responsibility, and 
a better world." 
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Recently, a printer In Santa Barbara, California, advised 
he had received an order from JBS to print 10,000 copies of my 
poster, "What You Can Do To Fight Communism." The JBS also requested 
the printer to print an addition on the poster to the effect that 
this statement was being distributed under the auspices of the JBS, 
We have advised the prlht'er that the FBI has not given approval for 
JBS to reproduce the poster nor could the FBI approve of the addition 
to the poster reflecting Its distribution by JBS. 

In view of this irresponsible organization's attempt 'to 
capitalize on the FBI's prestige, no Bureau publications of any 
kind are to be made available to JBS or to any of Its representatives. 
You should be alert to the possibility that this group may attempt 
to reproduce Bureau publications and distribute them giving the 
l&presslon that the FBI sanctions JBS. Immediately advise the Bureau 
of^any such information coming to your attention. Further, any 
requests by JBS to reproduce Bureau publications should be turned 
down. 
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JOHN BmCH GROUP —- -' 
C|V/L LIBERTm UNION 

i J An pfRcial of the ultraconservali.ve John Birch feo 

ciety said today- the ■anti-Cdmmunist group wants no ' 
f help from the American Civil Liberties Union. 

Paul H. Talbert, noting the ACLU planned to op- 
pose any investigation of the society by a CaUfovnia 
Senate committee, said the group was unimpressed by ; 
the '"'gratuitous and unsolicited concern" of the ■ 
ACLU. ., ■ ' 

"We have been vilified and smeared beyond de- 
scription and are prepared to state the principles and 
lurposes for which we stand at any time or atay 
lace/' he said. . j | 
['•We will not invoke the constitutional provisicjn 
against self-incrimination as so many of the clients ^f ./;^ 
the ACLU are prohe_tjD_do^^e__saici. _ J'J_ 
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Leffers to fho Editor 



John Birch Society Probe 



Enclosed Is a copy of a letter which I 
wrote to Sen. James Eastland of the Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee, express-, 
in^ my views concerning an Investigation 
into the John Birch Society, 

I feel that the public is being hood- 
winked into believing that there is some-,. 
thing wrong with the Birch Society. 
; If you could bring to public attention the 
j facts that we are a. patriotic organization, 
j that we have nothing to hide, and that we 
I would welcome an investigation, I would 
j feel that you had done us a great service. 
I WILLIAM c. WILBUR JR., TorTance. ' 

Following is the letter to Senator East- 
land : 

THE HONORABLE 
JAMES O. EASTLAND. 
Senate Office Building. 
Dear Senator Eastland: 

As a. member of the John Birch Society, 
I would like to express my appreciation to 
you and your committee for your favora- 
ble comment on the society. 

As you bnow, we are the target of in- 
creasing pressure from the same elements 
th^t so vociferously oppose your commit- 
tee, the House committee on Un-American 
Activities, and any other group, that be- 
comes effective in the ..fight against the 
: Communist conspiracy. 

In recent weelis, Governor Brown of Gal- ' 
ifornia has made mention several times of 
an investigation of the John Birch Society. 
. since I seriously doubt the ability of the 
tovernor and of our attorney general to be 
objective on this . matter, and, since the 
John Birch Society is a national, rather 
than local organization. I feeJ that any in-, 
vestigation should be conducted by a group 
I with national responsibility, such as your. 
i committee. 

; ' I would welcome such an investigation.- 
; Given the opportimity and the privi- 
! lege of testifying in such an investigation, 
'il would answer all questions truthfully 
! and completely, t& the limit of my knowl* 
: edge, 

in conclusion, I offer my congratulations 
and my whole hearted support to you and 
your committee, for the great job you have 
been doing in ferreting out those who 
would lead us into a Communist slave-state. 

Respectfully Yours, 
■ - V/ILLIAM C. WILBUR JR. 

imcxilrsin'Am^rvr.an Veterans 

.' { think the attitude of the John Birch 
: Society In not only welcoming an investiga- 
tion of its activitiep and leaders but actually 
demanding such, is commendable and I 
only wish those organization* which c all 



themselves liberal, progressive and si\ forth 
would follow the example of the JohtfBlrch 
Society. 

I personally belong to one organization, 
the American G.. I. Forum—a national 
group made up mostly of veterans of Mexi- 
can ancestry and their families. 

While I do not claim to spe?ilc for my. or- 
ganization, I am sure that we, if asked, 
would welcome an. investigation as to the 
aims of this group, the backgrounds of its 
leaders, etc. JOHN M, RAMOS. 

PatrioUe SSoiidays 

It was nice of you to print the editorial, 
'"'Why Not Honor Them*' and the names of 
the school board members who are for and 
against, baiming Lincoln's birthday, Wash- 
ington's, birthday, veterans' Day and Admis- 
sion Day as school holidays, especially with 
election day right around the corner. . 

I, for one, will keep the names on my list 
for future reference. 

■ ,MRS. ROBERT MILLS, Cancga Par!:. 

Wilkinstm^g VC Talk 

It was very gratifying to read your edi- 
torial about Frank Wilkinson, Thank good- 
ness we have one newspaper in Los Angeles 
that has enough "guts" to tell the truth. 

Governor . Brown . has done this state 
more harm than any one person I know of. 

■ His stand on Frank Wilkinson and his 
kind has opened the door to all of our 
schools, the one place so important to world 
conquest by the Communist party. 

If he had at least made an attempt to 
prevent Frank Wilkinson from speaking, he 
never wou'd have been criticized for it. 
That Is, other than by the: Civil Liberties 
Union. 

His actions on other matters should be 
remembered come next election. His very 
weak narcotic bill is a good indication that 
we need someone who xmderstands the 
problems we are faced with. 

. HENRY BENT, Reseda. 

Says There's Difference 

As an Oriental, I would like to straight- 
en up many mistakes regarding the differ- 
ence between the Chinese and Japanese. 
I went to what was called a Japanese gar- 
den. A Japanese teahouse, with Japanese, 
settings, but what else? A Chinese girli 
with a Chiiiese gown! 1 

To me, this whole picture was ruined 
and completely fake! There is a difX|rence 
in manner, speech, dress, living, names,' 
appearance and food. A Japanese reardeh 
with a Chinese girl is like Alice (fost in' 
Wonderland] 

HirOSHI YAMESHOTO. 
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A new of the News 



jGeorge Todfs Opinion 




Todt 



'Methinks thou 

The weeping, wailing aid 
gnashing of teeth by tjfie 
"Liberal" enemies of lyie 
b e leagxiered 
John Birch 
Society has 
s u d denly 
assumed 
tempest pro 
portions 
across the 
length and 
breadth of 
the land, and 
perhaps we 
should won- 
der why. 

What are these people ac- 
cused of doing, anyway? 

They have banded to- 
gether to fight socialistic 
Communism, a termite 
disease which threatens to 
destroy the American Re- 
public and its productive 
free enterprise way of life. 
This Is bad? 

The detractors of the JBS 
hasten to assure us that 
they, too, are against the 
philosophy of Communism. 
They merely deplore the 
"methods" which the soci- 
ety uses, or advocates. An 
old story! „ 

Double Talk . . . 

When asked what we 
ought to do to resist the 
international Communist 
conspiracy to dominate the 
world, the so-called liberals 
never quite seem to have a 
plan. But we hear a lot of 
double-talfe. 

"Just be good, complacent 
j little Americans," they tell 
us. "Above all, don't do a 
thing that our implacable 
enemies are doing to us, 
Just smile and take it. Show 
the world that we are so 
rstrong that nothing— abso- 
llutely nothing!— can disturb 
■us. That is the way to win!" 
j(But for which side?) 
■ Frajikly, the one-wordjre- 
jply 01 General Anthony Mc- 
|Aulif]|; to the Nazis in She 
jBattld of Bastogne durjig 
'world War II is most appro- 




protest too mucfi/"— .SHAKESPEARE. 



d that one word fvas 
'Nl|t5!" 

ctually, we have had the 
pants beaten off us during 
the last 15 years by the 
highly competent and effec- 
tive Red leadership — and 
they are now winning the 
battle for a planet, not us. 

A Cement Block! 

Complacency! Apathy! In- 
competence! Those are the 



three 
thei 



greatest enemies ^ 
lerican people toda; 



j priate he rg. 



veritable albatrosses attbut 
our collective necks, with- 
out them we could give the 
Reds the short shrift they 
deserve— and much quicker 
than might be Imagined by ' 
most of us! 

Since the end of the sec- 
ond world war, the forces of 
Liberalissimo m the United 
States have ridden tall in 
the saddle. In the main, 
they have called most of 
the signals. Where are the 
victories? What kind of 
ideological leadership have 
we had to be in the sorry 
position in which we now 
find ourselves? Why should 
the mightiest nation on 
earth be a potential loser? 

Be a Hawk.«« 

The main reason I am dis- 
gusted with the leadership 
provided by Liberalissimo is 
because it has managed to 
turn certain victory into de- 
feat, order into chaos, hope 
-into despair. It just cannot 
win! 
To my way of thinking, 
I leadership is only valid for 
a people as long as it can 
1 win for them. There is no 
i other excuse. Whenever our 
, leaders fail to win— or even 
' when they don't win fast 
: enough!— it is time to call 
[ {0]f new leadership. 
! Iphe ideological leadership 
I of j Liberalissimo is baftk- 
i nibt and we are now d^tn- 
! gerously close to the abfe 
of neutralism, appeasemeait 
and surrender. 



We have no '^real choice 
left! to us except to fi§^t i 
realstically against Marxist I 
Communism in all its I 
phases — at home and 
abroadl No more shadow- 1 
boxing, please! 1 

The Reds only accomplish 
diplomatic agreements with ; 
us in order to make suckers 
of those who foolishly trust 
them. What do we gain by 
playing their deadly game? 
Wliy make a treaty in the j 
first place with a liar who 
will break his word as soon [ 
as it may profit him to do ! 
so? ■ 

The John'Birch Society is \ 
basically designed to ulti- 
mately wrest the ideological 
leadership in the United 
\ States away from bumbling, 
; inept Liberalissimo and re- 
turn it to conservative 
: fountainheads closer to the 
I people. 

\ Americans, by and large, 
! are still overwhelmingly 
I coilservatdve and closl;iy 



wadded to the principle^ of t 
thff .founding fathers of our | 
republic— based on the Dec- 1 
laration of Independence,) 
Constitution and The Bill of ] 
Rights. They believe in our i 
free enterprise system. \ 

Close the Lockt 

But the unimaginative 
forces of Liberalissimo— led 
by the Americans for Demo- 
cratic Action and their 
friends- would appear to 
have their hearts set on 
leading us into a Social 
Laborite government of the 
demoralizing type inflicted 
upon Great Britain from 
1945-50 by Clement Atlee 
and Aneurin Bevan. 

Fabian Socialism would 
have proved an even worse 
calamity than It did for our 
English cousins except iox 
thi fact that the Amerijan 
ta3p)ayer was required 'by 
thdT Truman administration 
to J contribute literally Ijil- 
lions for its upkeep. This 
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deaaiy"lesson ought not to 
be lost upon us newt 

"Ihe litierals presentlyJper- 

cetle the massive thfeat 

, poled to them by the IrBS 

arj^ are pulling out all|the 

stops to discredit it— -raainly 

through innuendo, emotion 

and hysteria to date. 

Strictly "stampeding the 

mo^" kind of action rfdef- 

initlly not In the spirit at 

VoIfairg.How^cbme? | 

I lilt's not buy a bll| ol 

■ gocfiis from those with fixes 

to grind! ; __„___^^ 
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UNITED STATES GOVEKNMENT 

Memorandum 



f - 



TO 



SAG, LOS ANGELES 



date; 3/2 9/61 ■ 



FROM : 3 A 
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subject: JOi-iN BIRCH SOCIETY ■ ■ ' . 

Reference is made to letter to the Bureau dated 3/28/61 re- 
flecting result of interi'i-eir v.-lthl 



The attached letter fromf 
that interview* ,Tha 



3 . . ■ 

I apparently has to do-.Tith 



referred, to is 



J who is known to bbthS-/is- 



]and [ 



las a thoroughly loyal citizen Vf^ho is as- 



sisting heavily v/ith his personal fortune In combating Com- 



munism by sponsoring such speaker 
I I and others..' He is 'not a member of the JOHN BIRCH 



SOCIETY according to his o7m stritetnent to SA 



He has tape recordings i^hich may 'be heard by dialing 
I l is a | 



on 3/2 9/6 1< 



of the JBS. 



m 



eanins'in his concluding; statement is not kno\\m: *'I 



am aware that you -mil be checkinsr mT references- in other ..regards 
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:ftgrge 'Stalling' fey Brown ' 

Birch Chiefs Demon 

f Collapse of Assembly attacks on the John Birch Society, which reportedly! 
"evaporated today without so much as a hiss/' brought hew demands from tliej 
patiio.tic organization's hade rs- here for unm ediate investigatinn. ' ^ 




"right Wing e^t7IinlsU^C^^,^:^!^^j:!}^ 



The attack on. the societj . CALLED 'SMOKE SCEEEN' 
yjoUapsed when two resolu -This: te just another 
|tions condemnmg the organi smoiie screen," Talbert as- 
zation apparently died in the gerted, "thrown up because 

LAssembly Rules Committee in the ACLU knows an investi- 

(Sacramento yesterday. ' gation of us would show 

Beverly Hills insurance; only that we are in the fore- 

broker Paul H. (Tex) TaJbert; , .'front in the fight against 

a member of the Birch So^ ; -such organizations as theirs. 
[ciety's national . council]; which consistently defend 
jpromptly renewed demand^ ' Cbmmuhists." ~ 
[for an immediate "and 'ade-.- The Beverly Hills man also 
xttiaterinvestigation in .which,, blasted Atty. Gen. Stanley 
(Bii'Ch. Soci ety membe rs will|jjo5k's recent set of "six rules 
r^mngly- ana ireeiy testifyJ.to determine whether an or- 
.TOLthout seefcmg refuge m ttiej^g^i^ation is subversive," and 
: Fum Amendment. ^ ,^ iMosk's asserted grouping of 

:.;, - J'IGHT ON ItEDS ^" the Birch Society with other, 
J, , Talbert said the Society 
' "welcomes an " Investigation 
^pow," adding: 

_^' "We have only one aim, 
■^and this is to enlist every 
^.4PvaI American in an all- 
oVt fight against the spread 
of* Communism and Com- 
munist infiltration into the 

.. life stream of the United 

, States." 

' Governor Edmun d G. Brown 

and State Sen. Hugh Bums 

both sought investigation of 

the society, Talbert -pointed 

out. "but they went off half- 
cocked, and when they found 

but the true purpose of oiur 

patriotic organization they 

backed away and are now 

stalling: and trying to put it 

off until after the Legislature 

recesses," 

: Talbert also lashed out at 
, an American Civil Liberties 
I Union statement against a 



session to a larger committee 

room. 

■ 'f'Ken,- suddenly. . \ \ '■- V ■ 

C b m m i 1 1 e e chairman 
Augustus p. Hawkins, Demo- 
crat of Los Angeles, told a 
reporter that he was going 
to suggest the two resolutions 
be withdrawn. 

Hawkins spoke to both 
authors — Assemblymen Gor- 
don I. Winton, Democrat of 
Merced, and John A. O'Con- 
nell, Democrat of San Fran- 
cisco—and then annotmced 
the committee hearing was 
postponed indefinitely, 

O'Connell's measure— in tro 



charging: 

"The attorney general al- 
ready has grouped our So- 
ciety with such organiza- 
tions as the American Nazi 



bi-partisan co-authors— would 
'^put the lower chamber;j6h rec- 
ijOfd as disapproving J of. ths 
;'.Sirc£tgroup, 



a ;^piakes charges, he refuses 
ft-obe of the John Birch ■ So- jto^:,<niclose his findings or 
c :ety, which ACLU said wbuia^^ * 



t s a violation of tlie rlghts.of 
liberty and free speech 



LEGION ASKS AGTIO^N ': 

Meanwhile, State' C^fodi^v 

Party, Communists, the Ku 'John R. Hann of the^Ameri- 

Klux Klan, Cinema Educa- can Legion also called for 

prompt congressional mvesti^ 



tlonal Guild and the Black 
Muslim movement. 

^"This seems Irresponsible 
conduct for a state official 
who- IS conducting an inves- 
tigation on which he ex- 
pects to report to the gov- 
ernor. 

"This is the worst type of 
finding a patriotic organiza- 
tion guilty, by association, 
before any hearing of any 
kind is held. 

"Although he (M o s k) 



en hint at the conclu- 

s he will present to th?^ 

;-|*overnor, except throught; 



r^ 



such smear statements, aS: 
this." 



ALL IWFORM.ATIOM HONTAIMED' 



HERE!! 



gation.of the Birch group "so 
the public may competently 
decide whether to support or 
reject" the conservative or- 
ganization. 

Hann pointed out "there 
has been much public discus- 
sion of the John Birch So- 
ciety," but added that "ap- 
parently little is really known 
about it." 

Congressional ■ probe which 
would "show its true purposes, 
its manner of operation and 
its source of finances is in the 
public interest and should be 
commenced at once to ward 
off : unnecessary and unin- 
formed^ public discussion of 
_ the society until its true na- 
.Sv7ftere4s known," Hann said. 
The Lower Chamber Rules 
Committee had set the stage 
for a full dress hearing on 
two resolutions attacking the 
right wing group, and had 
even investigated the possi 
%ity of moving its bi-weeklv 
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Mirror Sacromento Bureau 

SACRAMENTO— The As- 
sembly has dropped plans to 
investigate the John: Birch 
Society, although the Senate 
Committee on Un-American 
Activities plans to take a 
look at it this summer. 

The Rules Committee of 
the lower house Wednesday 
"postponed indefinitely" the 
planned inquiry when chair- 
man Augustus F. Hawkins 
(D-Los Angeles) admitted 
there were insufficient votes 
to get the resolution out of 
committee. 

Robert Welch, founder 
and head of the society, who 
has been demanding an in- 
vestigation of his group, will 
address the Freedom Club of 
'the F 1 r s t Congregational 
Church in Los Angeles at 
I Shrine Au ditorium on, April 
iTafSp^. 
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View of ffte News 



George Todt's Opinio 




"Truth forever on the scafiold. 




Todt 



Once again the forces of 
iLiberalissimo are- treating 
the American people to 
;their clarion 
lean of "Wolf! 
'Wolf!" 

Not SO long 
ago it was 
with refer- 
ence to the 
so - called 
"missile 
gap." Now it 
is the con- 
s' ervative 
John Birch 
Society. 

A large number of citi- 
zens are already gagging at 
the emotional hysteria of 
the liberals as they "view 
with alarm" this small 
group of constitutional 
anti-communists. Why? 

Seldom before has there 
been such a determined 
brand of name-calling as 
evidenced now on the 
American scene. 

We ought to be ashamed 
of ourselves, ■ . . : 

When You Say... 

Unbiased and unpredj- 
udiced investigation bf the 
John Birch Society reveals 
that the members are anti- 
communist, ■ anti-fascist, 
definitely not anti-Semitic 
and pronConstitutional to 
the nth degree. 

Why ti^ to railroad a so- 
ciety such as this one?. . . 

We can stipulate that the 
founder of the JBS does not 
seem to rate three recent 
Presidents highly because of 
their failure to stem effec- 
tively the Communist ad- 
vance throughout the world. 
Is this a crime? 

I, personally, have admired 
the last three Presidents — 
Republican and Democrat. 
My fwork indicates thlit 
mucfi. All were my Con- 
maiers-in-Chiel in the pa st 
whiR I was a young officer 
in the United States Army^ 



TwouIff^ie^^rspeaK^ill of 

any of thern. J 

Biit our Republic has lofig 
beei spoken of as the ccie 
piaie in the, world when a 
mat may inave his honfest \ 
■ disagreements with.^anyone 
_■ including the President, 
himself. Do we really 
mean it?- . . 

B< One Is VUc-* 

It appears to me that Rob- 
i; ert welch, founder of the 
* JBS, felt that our leadership 
!', in the highest brackets, has 
j'^noftdbhe enough to stem 
i 'ut h-V'Communlst_raiSlaug^ 



Wrong forever on the throne" « 
—LOWELL, The Present Crisis. \ 



us in the past 



20 



■*' — -" », 

He has raised his own par- 
ticular brand of hell on this 
subject. The dramatic shock 
of his approach has focused 
.much attention upon a mat- 
ter all too many of us piously 
deplore — and do nothing 
constructive about! 

It is not enough any 
longer that v/e adopt mere 
poses or spout wishful 
thinking to try to get the 
necessary job done. 

We must not be lulled to 
sleep by such a fallacious 
approach to our problems. 

The . only things that 
count any more are results! 

The people of the united 
States know that they don't 
want the slave ideology of 
Communism fastened upon 
us, or our allies throughout 
the world. We must fight, 
if necessary, for our free- 
dom. 

We must charge our 
leadership, regardless of 
political affiliation, with 
accomplishing desired re- 
sults—or we "must get rid 
of that inept brand of 
leadsrship. We must pSy 
off <h. results, alone. 

American Way.... 

I THe John Birch Society is 
I dedicated to the propps l- 



amTorexposing mistakes 
made by any group on |he 
national scene-and then 
reluesting the Americ^m 
nJbple to take action. They 
blopose to do this by con- 
sdtutional and legal means 
Such as letter-writing and 
working within the estab- 
lished Republican and 
Democratic political parties. 
Actually, they are hardly 
ijnore than an answer of 
sorts to the Americans for 
i Democratic Action (ADA) 
who have been on the na- 
tional scene for a genera- 

I tion. „„+ 

i Although one may not 
I agree with the socialistic 
i tenets of ADA PWlosophy 
or ideology, it would not be 
fair to call them vitupera- 
tive names and suggest that 
they were alien totalitarians 
inimical to our way of life. 

yet this is exactly what 
some of their people are 
doing now to the young 
joSr Birch society! How 
fair can we get? 

am not a membei^of 

JBS but I dislike sMjng 

Itl given slanted "hitabd- 

fa" treatment. i 

NOW the liberals are say 
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I ing that after they ha.V9 
\ dumped their unfair fin 
j nupndos and garbage ton | 
i thl society— even calling lor 
' ari investigation by tlie] 
j Hfiuse un-American Activi;| 
' ties committee and other' 
. todies of inquiry!— they : 
really don't want such an ■ 
informative investigation,'; 
after all. Also,, after tell-- 
ing a large TV audience/ 
[ theBirchers were guilty of j 
I ' Fascism, they should not te 
■ given a public hearing. I 
. How un-American can we \ 

Calls For Trtai: 

The specious, reasons 

given us are that they 4on't 

! want the JBS to have its 

day in court for fear it 

'would "propagandize" the 

I issues. 

I How quaint! The liberals | 
I knew ail along that tlieir 
fantastic charges were apt ' 
to be repudiated if opep;, 
I hearings were later to be 
! held. They knowingly made 
! their vicious attacks against 
I JBS— but now whine that 
' they don't want the Ameri- 
i can people to hear immer 
I diately the correct answers 
j hy their opponents. 

Let's De fair and allow 
I both sides to be heard. 
1 Robert welch, JBS founder, 

tbe in Los Angeles nfxt 
k. I suggest he be he|nl 
;he people. Let yovir mm 
s and ears be the imtge. 
Don't buy false rumors! ■: 



Rep. Rousselbt 
Hails Probe / 

'^ SAN MARINO, Calif., MarcS 
3.1 (UPI)— Rep. John H. -Rous- 
selot, Republican of. Calif or-, 
nia, admitting he is a mem-; 
ber of the John Birch society,] 
■said today he would welcpmel 
investigations of the "organi- 
zation to clearup nilsconcep- 
tions about it. 

"That is true; I am a 
member of the John Birch ^ 
Society, The reason 1 joined/ 
-^l joined last fall-^is' that; 
in my area the societies I 
knoiy of are basically study 
groups, not arm-waving peo- 
ple who run around harass- 
ing -others," Rousselot told 
United Press Ihtematiohal. 
"I think that full and 
clear hearings on. both the 
national and state level 
should be held so that the 
mysticism of the society — 
the cloaK of darkness^an 
fea jljasa d up,'^ he 
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Nctti; [Hand print names Icqibly- hand writing satlsloctory for remainder. 



G'obioc;';;. nan'je ar:tj aliases 



)J^ 






C Q ni p i □ 1 n o n t 



Place 



Age 



I ]}A<.iUi 



F e m a 1 ' 



Height 



Weight 



:."haracteT oicaae 



bo 

b7C 



Complainant's address and 
tolophorie n'oiTibev 



Corrjplalnt recei%'ed' 



Hair 



Build 



Conipleilon 



Sccirrt, n-jarlcK or other dot; 



I I Perso.aal LJlllJ Telephonic- 



^3/ 



„.,10/bl 

Date _____: _Time 



6 ; ^Spm 



Birth dato and Blrthplac'i 
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Fact r-. n f c n m n I n j n t 



^:aid he v;a'^ eallin|r fron O'CI'^APJD. Me v/anted to talK^ to afceniz in Ventura 
concerning "JOHIT -BIRCH SOCi^TY". He would r_ot give info over 'Dhone . ne reOiUested 
na^es of a^eents in Ventura office , indicatinf^ that "sonic a^-ents -nay not be acr:eptal)l'| 

n-'y I 1 " 

to(hi|)'. inforn^ation" , Effort ^rs.^, riiade- to deterrin§ v;hat infJ [-ranted to report 

to ^-^o avail. He said he vould -try to reaoh Ventvira- HA Saturday or :-]onday- 3/II ,3 /33. 
C appeared a,f^ressivc :^.nd. somewhat ant.9gbnistic for recoTd purposes. 
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TO 



FROM 



SA 



>- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

t SAC, LOS ANGELES ^69-0)* 



date: 3/27/61 
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b6 
b7C 



b6 
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subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



On 3/13/61, 



i 



I I California, furnlshecl 

bne loxjLuwxng xniormeii/iyn; \ 

I 



stated he is employed as 



preaicatea nis remarks by stating ne had been requested 
to contact the FBI by a friend, another government 
employee, iftjho has held responsible positions in the 
foreign service of the United States, but who did not 
want to make his identity knomi because of fear of losing 
his present job. [ p tated, however, that while this 



information comes from this undisclosed source, he himself 
feels that due to the pictorial methods of operation, 
the John Birch Society should be considered a subversive 
and dangerous organization and that when high military 
officials get Involved in such aui organization, something 
should be done. 



advised that his sou!Pce,vjho has 



contact with the Santa Barbara, California chapter 
of the John Birch Society, desired that It be brought 



nave GonneG-ciona w i.'cn ^nisr 



slUsSskl!kfl«Miiti4=ktfsH«l 



•cne jonn 



i^tarea •cna'c it; is nis personal Knowieage 
that I I 



sx,B.T>ea ir aesirea ne couxa 



lOo-SfOOA^, 



n 



•i^ ALL INF0Rf>'1,ATI0N CONTAINED 



U(J^ HEREli! IS UNCLASSIHQ 
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SEARCHED 
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document the nsf^ of I 

I Kg) r 



[ 



auuuux'ver ui uiie tj onii .pxrcfi aucxeo 



JUs al 



\ 



1 is al 

His SO 



p 



also 



active ijg^ t^ne John Bircn Socierv: t4) His soiir ce also 

feels that 

"pushing" T>ne jonn ijircn i>ocxeT;y, 



is 



[stated inasmuch as this informationj 

excepted as indicated above, comes from his undisclosed 
source^ he could not furnish any specific details. 
He did advise that his source has written to Chief 
Justice WARREN of the United States Supreme Court 
regarding his concern about the John Birch Society. 



I 



was advised that this bureau has 



investigative jurisaictlon in the matters involving 
internal security; that we would receive any information 
he might have iMhich he considers to be pertinent to 
the internal security of the United States j however , we do 
not furnish any information regarding the status of a 
given organization or whether or not that organization is 
considered to be subversive 
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Jofin Birch Society 
Aide Invites Probe 



A Los Angeles spokesman 
for the John Birch Society 
said today it would -welcome 
an investigation, into its ac- 
tivities as proposed by Sen. 
Thomas Kucliel, Republican 
whip in the U.S. Senate. 

Kuchel. on Thursday de- 
nounced the anti-Conimu- 
nist group as "outrageous" 
and called for a Senate in- 
vestigation. He was joined 
in the demand, by Sen. 
Thomas J. Dodd (D-Conn.) ; 

Kuchel accused Robert 
Welch, head of the semi 
secret society, of ''fantastic 
snd incredible libel'' for ac- 
Jusing President Eisenhow- 








er of being a* "card-carrying 
Communist." - 

Paul H. (Te-x) Talbert, 
Beverly Hills insurance man 
and a member of tlie so- 
ciety's national council, told 
The Mirror: 

"THIS IS ABOUT the first 
time Kuchel. has ever said 
anything with which I can 
agree— -that is, to have the 
John Birch Society inv6sti- 
gated by anybody, any- 
where, any time. 

"As long as Kuchel has 
seen fit to denounce the so- 
ciety, I hereby denounce 
him for statements made 
strictly from ignorance 

"There -is nothing hi the 
Blue Book (the society's 
guide) that warrants any 
statement that we have de- 
nounced' former President 
'Eisenhower as a 'card-car- 
: lying Communist.* 

"Whatever Mr, Welch may 
have said' in private letters 
to individuals prior to his 
.establishment of the society 
jhas no bearing on its ten- 
lets." 

I TALBERT SAID the so- 
ciety would have welcomed 
'a State Assembly investiga 
tion originatly proposed by 
Gov, Brown and State Sen 
Hugh , Burns, 

"But they went off half- 
cocked, and when they 
found out the true purpose 
'of our patriotic organization ' 
they backed away and are 
now stalling and trying to 
put it off until after the 
Legislature recesses," he 
,'said. . 

Welch will address the 
Freedom Club of the First 
Congregational Church here 

jat Shvine Auditorium on 

^■pril 11 at 8 p.m . 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SAC 100- 



date: 3/30/6I 



b6 

b7C 



FROM 



SUBJECT 



btectJ 



I 



SA 



T 



is employed a: 



"He continued he is a member oi 



and "was recruited by 



b6 
b7( 



Calif, advised 5/30/61 he 

\ .^n 'u"'i. i*?s^sj^^ 




Calif. 



He wanted to know "Rrtiother his membership in 
JOHN BIRCH Society will affect his Security Clearance. He-mas advised we could 
not answer his question. 



offered his services to the FBI for whatever help they might he at 
any time. He was thanked for his offer and advised that when needed we would 
call on him. 
EJK 



ALLINFOR?,"AT!ONCONTA!HI1 
HEREIN !S UWCLASSiriED 
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Doubts FBI 
Revelation 

Urges Birch Critics 
to Get 'All Facts' 

, Rep. Edgar W. Hiestand 
1 of Altadena, a member of 
; the controversial John 
Birch Society, said Friday- 
night he questioned "very 
nfich" whether FBI I 
rector J. Edgar Hoov 
, wAuld . reveal he was i 
yestigating the society. 
) Reached in Washington tor 
lepmment on an article by 
Hearst National Editor Frank 
Connlff that the TBI is keep- 
ing an eye on the society, 
Hiestand .said: 

*I Just cant Imagine that 
the FBI would disclose what It 
is doing. It atisorbs Informa- 
tion, It doesn't reveal it. I 
' question very much that It 
}iaj done so in the case of 
the John Birch Society. 

■The FBI knows- all there 
i5 to bnow about me society. 
Mr. Hoover realizes that the 
lunatic fringe can sometimes 
do more harm than good, but 
the fiocie:^ is not in that cate- 



gory.' 



' gariipr. Hiestand,ijSa^Jie 
iemiolled tii the sc^ety be- 
oause It is a "patriotic organi- 
ssatlon of rugged individual- 
ists, dedicated to patriotism 
and determined in theh- fight 
against communism. 

He said that while he does 
not agree with all the views 
of society founder Robert 
welch he openly subscribes to 
the general thesis of the or- 
ganization and intends to con- 
tinue as a member. He warned 
critics not to "sound off be- 
fore they- have all the lacts." 

Another Congressional mem- 
ber of the society, Rep. John 
■ H. Rousselot of San Gabriel, 
like Hiestand a Republican, 
said in commenting on the 
Conniff article: 

I'm attempting to make c 
t4t with J. Edgar Hoover 
t^ to get a statement fr 
him on the society. Until the . 
1 don't want to say anything." 

He said other Congressmen 
' were society members but re- i 
I fused to divulge their names 
3ae said he welcomes public 
; [hearings on society aims and 
1 ' activities, and that he him- 
self joined it during his cam- 
paign for Congress last Sep- 
i tember, with members of his 
I home town chapter serving as 
j precinct workers for him. 
: Another John Birch mem- 
* ber Eric L. Pridonoff of San 
Marino, a former economic 
attache at the U. S. embassy- 
in Yugoslavia, also challenged 
. Conniff. 

1 "At no time will a govem- 
! ment agent disclose that an 

U =-:— - ^^ Turn to Pagr «i tot 1 
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I REP. HIESTAND WELCOMES QUIZ 
\^^The more thorough the better ^''^ says he. 



HE ADMITS BIRCH MEMBERSHIP 
Rep, John Rousselot favors hearing. 



Society: L. A, Member 
Denies Secrecy 



From Page One 

organization Is being investi- 
gated. And I don't think 
Hoover was referring to tlie 
John Birch Society, but to 
groups that have gone over- 
board, such as' - the Silver 
Shirts." 

Prldonoff said "there is noth- 
ing vigilante about us and 
nothing secret." 

Prldonoff, in a newsptper 
advertisement, urged publish- 
ers to run articles on commu- 
nism "written by nationally 
known and respected leaders 
of our society, such as Hoover, 
Dr. (James W.) Fifield, Cardi- 
nal Gushing" and others. 

Prldonoff explained that the 
phrase "of our society" did 
not refer to John Birch but to 
"American society in general." 

Dr. Fifield, pastor of the 
First Co ngregational Church, 
'sanx, -x^m not a member of 



tlifi society but I believe in 
it." 

He said "Hoover is a per- 
sonal friend of mine. He is a 
great American and I have 
respect for his judgment. If 
he is investigating dangerous 
forces on both sides, my hope 
is that he will look very thor- 
oughly into the John Birch 
Society, because I believe it is 
a great organization." 

Dr. Fifield said society 
founder Robert Welch will 
appear on his TV program 
April 9. 

Meanwhile, Republican Con- 
gressman Alphonzo Bell of 
Santa Mbnica, former chair- 
man of the Republican State 
Central Committee, said he 
had turned down several invi- 
tations to join the John Birch 
society, and he d ecried th e 
"secrecy" aspect of me" group. 
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JOim MORRISON 
BIRCH 



He fought communism. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-10440l) 
FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY (JBS), INFORMATION CONCERNING. PAUL H. 
TALBERT, INSURANCE BROKER^ BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF,, MEMBER OF 
NATIONAL COUNCIL, JBS, TELEPHONIC ALLY CONTACTED AGENT, LOS 
ANGELES OFFICE, APRIL TlfO, SIXTY ONE, DRAWING ATTENTION TO 
ARTICLE FEATURED, IN LOS ANGELES EXAMINER, APRIL ONE, SIXTY ONE 
CAPTIONED QUOTE BIRCH SOCIETY BRANDED AS ANTI DASH U.S. UNQUOTE, B^ 
FRANK CONNIFF, NATIONAL EDITOR HEARST NEVJSPAPERS, AND BEARING 
AT EITHER END OF TOP BANNER RED INK SPREAD, A PHOTO OF ROBERT 
WEL^H AND DIRECTOR HOOVER. MR. TALBERT TOOK EXCEPTION TO 
EXPRESSION IN CONNIFF-S ARTICLE: QUOTE THIS REPORTER HAPPENS 
TO KNOW THE FBI HAS TAKEN A DIM VIEW OP THE JBS FOE QUITE 
SOME TIME NOW AND HAS ITS AGENTS IN THE PROPER PLACES TO 
MAINTAIN ■ SURVEILLANCE OVER ITS ACTIVITIES. UNQUOTE. TALBERT 
ADVISED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD ROBERT WELCH, JBS POUNDER, HAD 
miTTEN OFFICIALLY TO OTHER WASHINGTON AUTHORITIES SEEKING 
FULL OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION OF JBS BY SENATE SUB DASH COMMITTEE 
ON INTERNAL SECURITY. TALBERT EXPRESSED SATISFACTION OVER 
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FULL SCALE INVESTIGATION IMMEDIATELY, HE EXPRESSED CONCERN 
FOR FACT SENATOR EASTLAND OF SENATE COMMITTEE, HAS LONG BEEN 
TARGET FOR LEFTISTS AND COMT^UNISTS IN U.S. TALBERT SAID HE 
JUDGED THAT CALIFORNIA STATE AUTHORITIES, WHO ONCE SAID 

bo 
INVESTIGATION WOULD BE CONDUCTED OF JBS, HAD NOW RENEGED AND ^.-,^ 

THAT CALIFORNIA STATE INVESTIGATE N WAS PROBABLY NOT FORTH 



COMING, TALBERT SAID HE AND 



WERE PREPARED TO TRAVEL FROM LOS ANGELES TO WASHINGTON, D. C. 
FOR PURPOSE ENLI^^NG HCUA TO MAKE INVESTIGATION JBS AT THIS 
TIME. TALBERT WAS REMINDED THAT SENATE AND HOUSE ARE SEPARATE 
BRANCHES OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FROM THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND 
THAT, OF COURSE, NO COMMENT COULD BE OFFERED REGARDING HIS 
PLANS OR INTENTIONS. ABOVE IS FOR BUREAU- S INFORMATION. 
CLIPPING OF INSTANT EXAMINER STORY BEING FORVfARDED UNDER 
SEPARATE COVER, 
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•ceiepnonicaxxy aavisea 
fi_La_a member of the John 
Birch Society and, also i s I I He stated that he 

was writing a letter to OTIS CHANDLER, of the "Los Angeles 
Times, " cancelling his suhscription to the "Times" hee auae 
of its opposition to the John Birch Society | desired 



bi 



b7( 



the answers to several questions rega rding the contents of 
the letter; however, he was advised ha j [ that the FBI 
is a fact-finding agency and as such could make no comment on 
the John Birch Society or any other individual or organization. 
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'By FRANK CONNIFF ■ | 

' The timely warning of FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover that "vigilante action" by irresponsible or- 
ganizations can dojnore harm, than good in com- 
batting communism in America should put a crimp 
in the burgeoning activities of the. John Birch 
Society. ,] 

Hoover sfseaks from a lifetime of experience 
when, he inveighs against groups which callously 
smear patriotic Americans in their misguided at- 
tempts to inject their owii, prejudices into the 
ideological struggle. 

What is frequently forgotten about the FBI 
is that it Keeps an eye cocked on neo-Nazi atid 
Fascist organizations as well as on Commuilist 
fronts. This reporter happens to know the FBI 1 as 
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>;: ROBERT WELCH 
/'■^^ Us jounder. 
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sone time now and has its agents in the proper^ 
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places Tib maintain surveillance over itSr-apjiylj^les. 

From what one can learn of the inner struc- 
ture of the John Birch outfit, its table of organiza- . 
tion resembles nothing so much as the prospectuis i 
of the Ku Klux Klan when it was gathering j 
strength In the 1920s. 

It can be taken for granted that eventually it 
will reveal itself a^ an anti-Catholic, anti-Semite 
movement. This trend is clear insofar as the anti- 
Catholic philosophy is concerned by the words in 
which its founder refers to our President, John F. 
Kennedy. 

Here is what Robert Welch, founder of the or- 
ganization, thinks of President Kennedy/ wartime 
hero, dedicated public servant, and devoted Cath- 
olic: . ' 

"You will usually find him in church on Sun- 
dajL maybe even in a CathoUc church,'* writes 
Welch. 



itfr., antf.rflthnHi> ends in vie 



We take it that this passes for great wit in tJie 
Birch Society. One can just visualize the members 
doubled up in laughter at the merry quip of the 
fuehrer. 

"Such an amoral man can do a tremendous 
amount of ball-carrying on behalf of the Commu- 
nist aims here in the United States. And he can do 
an almost equal amount of damage to anti-Com- 
munist morale in other parts of the world." 

President Kennedy, then; an obscure* naval 
lieutenant, should have been thinking of Welch's 
ultimate judgment when he was risking his life, 
in enemy-infested waters to save his comrades: 

As if the warning of Hoover weren't enough, 
we would think the words of Sen. Thomas Dodd of 
Connecticut would be the chncher in. deterring 
anyone misled by the Birch Society's all^s^^i- 



Sen. Dodd is on the firing 
line to such an extent he has 
heen willing to make himself 
the pigeon for the anti-anti- 
Communists in his fight to 
pinpoint the Kremlin's moves 
I with some degree of precis- 

■ ion. 

The smear campaign of the 
John Birch Society has turned 
his stomach, as it must that 
of' all right -thlnKing Ameri- 
cans, Sen. Dodd calls the so- 
: ciety an "affront to decency 

■ and Intelligences" and; is de- 
manding a congressional in- 
vestigation of its activities. 

must be assumed that 

le people who join the 

in Birch Society do so from 

}d motives, as apart from 

organizers who have their 

anti-American^ anti- Sem-' 



It Is to be hoped the warn- 
ings of eminent citizens like 
FBI Director Hoover, Sen. 
Dodd, and other people who 
really understand the realities 
of the anti-Communist battle 
will give pause to 'anyone in- 
clined to accept the leader- 
ship of frauds lilte Welch, 

There Is something ironic 
in the conceit of the John 
Birch Society that it is a "se- 
cret" organization. If there he 
anyone reading this who be- 
longs to the outfit, 1 would 
advise him to" be very dis- 
creet in what he says at the 
next "secret" meeting. The 
FBI is not merely an anti- 
Communist organization-- It 
is an anti-subversive, and that 
means it watches Faspist, 
Nazi, Communist, and fall 
anti-Ame r ican groups 




J. EDGAR HOOVEEL 
1 Warns on Tigilante$.^\ 
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Pranded Anti -American! 




—Associated Press wirephoto. 

ROBERT WELCH 
Its founder. 



By FRANK CONNIFF 

NMIonal Editor, Hnnt Newspaper* 

The timely warning of FBI Director J. Edg^r 
Hoover that "vigilante action" by iFrespohsible Or- 
ganizations can do more harm than good in com- 
batting communism in America should put a crimp 
in the burgeoning activities of the John Birch 
Society. 

Hoover speaks from a lifetime of experience 
when he inveighs against groups which callously 
smear patriotic Americans in their misguided at- 
tempts to inject their own prejudices into the 
ideological struggle. 

What is frequently, forgotten about the FBI 
is that it keeps an eye cocked on neo-Nazi and 
Fascist organizations as well as on Communiat 
fronts. This reporter happens to know the FBI has 
taken a dim view of the John Birch Society for quil^ 
some time now and has its agents in the" proper 
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places to maintain surveillance over its activities. 

I From what one can learn of the Inner struc- 
tilre of the John Birch outfit, its table of organiza- 
ti6n resembles nothing so much as the prospectus ^ 
of the Ku Klux Klan when it was gathering 
strength in the 1920s. 

It can be taken for granted that eventually it 
will reveal itself as an anti-Catholic, anti-Semite 
movement. This trend is clear insofar as the anti- 
Catholic philosophy is concerned by the words in 
which its founder refers to our President, John F. 
Kennedy. 

Here is what Robert Welch, founder of the or- 
ganization, thinks of President Kennedy, wartime 
h^ro, dedicated public servant, and devoted Cath- ' 
otc; 

"You will usually find him in church on Sun- ' 

y, maybe even in a Catholic church," writes! 

elch. 
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\ We take it that this passes for great wit In the 
Birch Society. One can just visualize the members 
dojabled up in laughter at the merry quip of the 
fuehrer, 

"Such an amoral man can do a tremendous 
amount of ball-carrying on behalf of the Commu- 
nist aims here in the United States. And he can do 
an almost equal amoimt of damage to anti-Com- 
munist morale in other parts of the world," 

President Kennedy, then an obscure naval 
lieutenant, should have been thinldng of Welch's 
ultimate judgment when he was risking his life 
in enemy-infested waters to save iiis comrades.' 

As if the warning of Hoover weren't enough, 
vk would think the words of Sen. Thomas Dodd of 
Connecticut would be the clincher in deterring 
; anyone misled by the Birch Society's alleged anti- 
Turn to Page Z, CoL 1 
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Birch: Called 
Anti-Catholic. 
Anti-Semitic 



From Page One [ite, anti-CathoUc ends in view. 



"Communism. 

. Sen. Dodd is on the firing 
line to such an extent he has 
been willing to make liitnself 
the pigeon for the anti-anti- 
Communists in his fight to 
pinpoint the Kremlin's moves 
wltn some degree of precis- 
ion;. 

The smear campaign of the 
Jolm Birch Society has turned 
his stomach, as it must that 

-of all right • thlnKing Ameri- 
-/cans. Sen. Dodd calls the so- 
ciety an "affront to decency 
and Intelligences" and is de- 
manding a congressional in- 
vestigation of its activities. 

'It must be assumed that 

some people who join the 

John Birch Society do so from 

good motives, as apart from 

'the org anaers who have their 

"^\ own anti-American, anti- Sem- 



It is to be hoped the warn- 
ings of eminent citizens lilte 
FBI Director Hoover, Sen, 
Dodd, and other people who 
really understand the realities 
of the anti-Communist battle 
will give pause to anyone in- 
clined to accept the leader- 
ship of frauds like Welch. 

There is something ironic 
in tlje conceit of the John 
Birch Society that It is a "se- 
cret" organization. If there be 
anyone reading this who he- 
longs to the outfit, I would 
advise 'him to be very dis- 
creet in what he says at the 
next "secret" meeting. The 
FBI " is not- merely an anti- 
Communist organization; it 
is an anti-subversive, and that 
means it watches Fascist, 
Nazi, Commimist, -^ a d~ ^ 11 
anti-American groups. 
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Bear 




Hsforenee is made to your letter of 
March 29* 19^1. 

Aithou^ I vfould like to bs of service, 
I wish to advise that the ¥Bl is strictly a fact- 
finding agency and it la not within the limits of 
Its pre3crl]:s3d functions, to draxT conclusions or ei^cg 
evaluations a^ to the character or integrity of any 
orsanization or individual, 

I Imovt you will understand the reasons for 
these rules ^md xilXl not infer that ws do or do not 
have the Information you rex^usst. 

X would suggc^st, hO'^aver> that you direct 
your inquiry to the Department of Justice^ attention 
Subversive Orsanlsations Section^ Internal Security 
Division, llashington, P. C. 



Very truly yours^ 



1 - AddF^^see 

1 - LA{ 100-59001 
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DIRECTOR, tBI (62-104401) 
SAC, LOS ANGELES {3.00-59001) 



SUBJECTS JOHr^ BIRCH SOCIETY 

IMFOR&mTIOM COKCERT^^L^a,- 

Remgrtel 4/2/61* 

Attached herewith are clippings of COJ^^IF^ article ^ 

In *'Los An£;eles Es^miner'^ 4/1/62. and .article j,- aanis 'issue,- - 

setting- forth remarks of RegsresentativesHIESIWJD ^nd : ROUSSELOT 
re captioned group. , ■','"■ 



3^- Bureau (Enel, 2)(AIHimiL)(KBeiSTEHEB) 

A > Los togalea 
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Birch Aide 
Attacks Brown 





THOMA S jJSDE RSON 
ike duped, says ke* 



Flays Welcoihe 
Extended Nikita 



"Let$ Have the Facts;" See 

1 Editoriaty Page 2, Pt. 3. • 

A Hiestand on spot; See 
Doris Fleesofi, Pg. 4, Pt, 3. 

Thomas J. Anderson, a 
member of the John Birch 
Society's national council, 
charged here Monday that 
Gov. Brown "should he tried" 
for the welcome he extended 
Soviet Premier Khrushchev 
during his visit in 1959. 

A publisher from NE^ville, 
Tenn.» Anderson also told 
iiewsmen at the Ambassador 
Hotel that: 

o FORMER PRESIDENT Ei 

senhower, while probably 
"not a conscious 'agent" of the 
communist conspiracy, was 
its dupe. 

• BIRCH FOUNDER Robert 
Welch is not a Fascist, nor 
are the society's members, but 
the organization is authori- 
tarian "to a degree." 

Anderson, who wilt speak 
to the Freedom Club at 7:30 
tonight fn the First congrega- 
tional Church, said: 

"We should be trying 
Khrushchev — or the Gover- 
nor of California, who told 
Khrushchev, ^Ve honor you; 
we salute you; we welcome 
you.' ... I think Gov. Brown 
should be tried. . . . 

"The idea of a man who 



woi^UmaJse a statement like 'takeover of China was." 



that investigating the John 
Birch Society is Ironical," An: 
derson said; but he added he 
would welcome any such in- 
vestigation. 

Anderson said he disagresd 
with Welch that Eisenhower 
was a Communist agent, but 
did believe the former Presi- 
dent was duped into playing 
"into the hands of the Com- 
munists." - 

He added, "CommuniSm 
made more strides undW 
Mr. Eisenhower than undftr 
any other regime." »> 

Anderson also said Welch's 
charge against Eisenhower 
was made in a letter to several 
friends before the Birch So- 
ciety was organized and is not 
part of the society's official 
documents. ; 

The organization is mono- 
lithic and believes in fighting f 
communism by using Com- i 
munist methods^ hs said» and \ 
tbereiare eoulA be accused of I 
being authoritarian. But he l 
denied the sodety is in any \ 
way a ''secret" group. j 

Claiming great Communist [ 
infiltration of TJ. s. officialdom, 
Anderson said: 

"I don't believe things just 
happen. In 1945 ... we could 
have whipped the world ... I 
don't- think this Castro thing 
just happened. I think it was 
promoted by some people in 
our State Dept., just like the 




^wSi;?B^ 



LOS ANGELES EXAMINER 

DATE . 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 

EDITOR , 



LpS^ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 






h6 



/o& ' Sioo / ^ 



MAftCHfD.,..,A...jriDaEo 

SERtALlZED .i<S,.. FILED 




"tet's Have FaSs 
on Birch Group 

As THE national uproar over the merits or de- 
merits of the John Birch Society/continues to 
g^enerate more heat 'than light, it becomes evident 
that a full-fledged and thoroughgoing investigation 
of its aims and actions is needed immediately. 

, On this point there appears to be a virtually 
unanimous agreement between the leaders of the 
Society and its critics. 

Robert Welch, founder of the Society, has 
formally requested United States Senator Eastland 
chairman of the Internal Security subcommittee to 
launch a formal inquiry. He had previously made the 
same request of Governor Brown, who had ahready 
asked Attorney General Mosk to look, into the 
matter. 

In the meantime, "United States Attorney Gen- 
eral Kennedy has expressed "concern" over the ac- 
tivities of the Society and Senator Kuchel vigorously 
deplored its tactics. 

On the other side stood Congressmen Hiestand 
and Rousselot of California, who revealed they were 
members of the Society and proud of it. 

Most of this congressional, legislative and politi- 
i cal hubbub was provoked by extreme and inteinper- 
I ate statements attributed to Mr. Welch, which did 
! not hesitate to impute Communist sympathies or 
j connections to former Presidents Roosevelt, Truman 
and Eisenhower, Chief Justice Warren and other 
notables. 

It was natural and unavoidable that these state- 
I ments, widely circulated, should have clouded with 
' suspicion the Society's objectives. 

This makes the investigation demanded by both 
members and opponents of the Society all the more 
necessary and desirable. 

In commmiications to Governor Brown and Sen- 
ator Eastland, Mr. Welch asserted that his associates 
will "gladly testify about the background, methods, 
purposes and specific activities" of the So ciety, an d 
tJiflt^'!nnj.ike our Communist enemies none of~cur 
,iDembersjvill-Dleadihe.EiftKAmendment.!!__ 
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That is fair enough. 



u 

At the present stage of the controvegS5?^'^f#*'fs 

obvious that sharp-shooting and name calling from 

the sidelines will not clear up an issue" that may 

i prove dangerously divisive to the whole- country. , 

; Americans have a right to Isnow all the facts, 

and exactly what is going on. 

\ Not until the public is given that information by 
' an inquiry conducted in full view and with the ut- 
i most f airness, will they be able to form aqcuj 
i^ tioncigtfio ns or reach solid decisions. 



■ Welch 'Irresponsible' / 



The president of the united 
jstates Chamber of Commerce 
called the head- of the contro- 
versial John Birch Society *'ir 
responsible," while a congress- 
man who belongs to the soci- 
ety defended it here Monday: 
' Arthur H. (Red) Motley, head 
of the Chamber, was asked at 
a press conference about a 
charge by Robert Welch, found- 
er of the souciety. that the 
Chamber is ''communistic, left 
wing and- subversive." 

*'I have known Welch for a 
long time, and I called him on 
that," Motley said. "He told 
i me he was only quoting: an in- 
former. But he couldn't name 
the informer, and I doubt if 
there was one. I Aiink he's 
irresponsible." 

The congressman, -John h.' 
Rousselot, Republican ifrom 
the 25th District, said he joined 
the society ;iast Septernber and 
that "I have.no reason to with- 
'draw now," though, sonie of its 
le; dei's have questioned Presi- 
dent Kennedy 's.loyaltj' and ac- 
'cueed former President Eisen- 
hower of aiding the, Commu- 
nist, cause. . .„ _^_.. ^. .. 



The society has also \ 
charged Chief. Justice Earl [ 
Warren with misbehaving in i 
office. ' 

Rousselot, speaking at a J 
Los Angeles Chamber of Com- ' 
merce luncheon, said '1 donti 
believe Mr. Eisenhower is a 
Communist or Xommunist 
agent and I have not seen 
sufficient documentation to 
believe that Mr. Warren has 
misbehaved in office." Hei 
added: . . . | 

*'In this organization, as in| 
every other that promotes! 
knowledge and action, there 
are some members who do 
not fully think out a. problem 
before they speak." 

Shown a statement atl 
tributed to Revilo P. Oliver/? 
a member of the society's 
national council, which said: 
President Kennedy's loyalty 
would be open to question 
unless he rid himself of cer- 
tain people, Rousselot said: . 

"I don't know who Oliver | 
has reference to, but the gen-j 
tlemen on the council' Tare 
responsible citizens and djin't 
make charges without having 
documentation to nackj 
them.". ' I 
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Ui^^Uind on Spot ir^ — , 
Birch Society Furor 

By Boris Flees<»ii 

WASHINGTON — The first member of 
Congress to admit His membership in 
the far right, semi-secret John Birch So- 
ciety was Rep. Edgar W, Hiestand, an ex- 
tremely conservative Kepublican from : 
What has long been a saffely Republican 
district in Los Angeles county. 

The society's announced aim is to fight 
communism. In doing so, it uses Commun- , 
1st techniques such as "front groups," [ 
loaded questions and more or 'less secret 
cells with particular attention to college 
campuses. : 

Its founder, Rob- 
ert .Welch, has ' 
charged that for- i 
mer' President Ei- | 
senhower. Chief 
Justice Ean War- ■ 
ren, former Secre- ■ 
tary of State John j 
Foster Dulles and ' 
CIA Director . Allen 
Dulles were secret 
Communist .agents 
or symnafhizer s, 
Hiestan'd now says 
DORIS FLEEsoN that an honest in- 

vestigation would dispel charges that the 
society is "dictatorial or fascist" and he 
wants the House Un-American Activities 
Committee to make it. 

United Press International, in a special 
report had said that the society listed 
Kestand as a member of its "Committee 
of Indorsers." Hiestand apparently decided 
to beat his political enemies to the punch 
by admitting it. 

Secrecy Fronntaed On 

UPI also states flatly that "There Is no 
public accounting of either money or 
membership," Such secrecy is not against 
the law, as witness the Ku Klux Klan, 
but American public opinion has frowned 
on it in political societies. Hence the view 
in the California delegation here that 
Hiestand has written his political epitaph. 

The fact that California is gaining' 
eight new House seats by reason of Itsl 
popiUation increase, and that Demojl 
crat^l at long last are. getting a chance tc^l 
do t]ijie reapportionment won't help him 
eithd|r. . .. 




^,=^Saia)Lpost interests 'Democrats, how- 
ever, particularly the experts in the 
tangled maze, of Calif ornia-'^Tssiitii:^, is 
what they think they perceive as a power 
play — . directed by., Richard- M. Nixon — • 
centering around. the John Birch Society. 
The former Vice President's desire to run 
again for the Presidency .is obvious. 

The controversial society is particular- 
ly strong in California, a famous breed- 
ing ground of off-beat organizations, pres- 
idents of the state's colleges find its cam- 
pus cells just as troublesome as Commun- 
ist cells were for a long time and occasion- 
ally still are. 

Strategy Move Seen 

The society is also said to be multiply- 
ing in Jthe South, where Nixon and Re- 
publicans generally have great hopes. 

Democrats are certain that few Demo- 
;Crats, certainly few in such key states as 
■ California, are attracted to the John Birch 
Society. Putting- it another way, they fig- 
ure the society as a hair shirt for Repub- 
licans in the same way left-wing organi- 
zations have been for Democrats. Cer- 
tainly Republicans in key states cannot 
afford the label. 

Democrats, therefore, suspect that the 
current outcry represents a considered ef- 
fort by Republicans, including Nixon, to 
rid themselves of the John Birch color- 
ation' before the elections of 1962 and 1964. 
If some Republicans, as Hiestand, have to 
be. sacrificed in the national Republicaa 
inffirest. Democrats figure Nixon as juit 
thfflcool operator to figure out the tacti^!;s 
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jOhie^enptr 
Raps Welch as 
'Liltleiitler' i 

WASHINGTON (i1 — Sen.' 
Young (DrO.)', Monday de- 
scribed Roioert Welch, 'found-; 
er of the ultra-rightwing' 
John Birch Society, as" a- 
character assassin and a 
"little Hitler." ' * 

But, he told the Senate,; 
he. sees no valid reason for 
either house of Congress to! 
investigate the society. ' ■ - i 
/-Young said Congress is|^ 
"too busy" to take up thel 
time for such an investiga-j' 
itiGn, And he said he- con^^ 
cedes that "any mercenary 
'demagogue has the right toi 
[express opinions, though dis-| 
jcredited, unfounded- andj 
^false." ■ ' i 

i Demands for such in- 
quiries have been voiced att 
jthe Capitol in connection, 
[with charges :hy Welch that 
isuch people as 'former Pres-| 
ident Eisenhower and Chief|^ 
Justice Warren have aided, 
efforts of the Communist' 
conspiracy, \ 

Memberships Add 

Young said Welch, a re- 
tired Belmont, Mass., candy 
•manufacturer, "is succeed-: 
ing handsomely in selling 
life memberships in his so- 
ciety for a thousands dollars 
each and raking in thousands^ 
of dollars every month in; 
members' dues." , 

He described the society's. 
leadership as "right-wingf 
crackpots" who "would un-J 
dermine the very founda-| 
tions of .American democ-; 
racy." '( 

Sen.Dodd (D-Conn.), who| 
assailed Welch in a Ser^te[ 
spfeech last week, has iiidj 
' will ask the Senate f n-' 



U— Youn g, in his sge£cJ3JVLpn-l 
jday, said of the'' society's | 
; leaders: ''These radicals of* 
the right have been practic-[ 
ing character assassination] 
without regard for the' 
truth.^'- . I 

'Know Nothings* I 

"They are thekno\v-rio;th-j 
ings of the 20th Century,"' he; 
said. . ;■ ..'.■■'.■ 

At one point Young; said' 
the "Mussolini," th'e "irpuce' 
or Fuehrer" of ■ the- Birch, 
society is "a fake patriot— | 
a slick demagogue proposing! 
dangerous nonsense," ' , ; 

"His . society, like- the' 
I' ICnow-jjo thing' I ^rtyUiU QS; 
yeafs~"ago, may live a little 



tetnal Security SubcomiT|it- 
te§^ to consider an investiga- 
tion into the society 



while, and then be gone witn" 
wind," the Senator add- 

1 assert the John Bjrch 
so|iety is a fascist gro|p."! 
YoWg said. "It "is v^ell- 
larded with right-wing 
crackpots.. It is an ideolog- 
ical abomination, and the, 
■self -appointed vigilantes! 
who are its leaders deserve 
the disdain and scorn of 
every American who values | 
:his democratic heritage." 

Young said he has re-j 
ceived mail "clearly. inspired] 
by' the John' Birch Soci-| 
ety" demanding , impeach-' 
'ment proceedings against! 
Chief Justice Warren. r. | 
I He said one letter warn^^d 
t lat he, Young, would ne^^^r, 
'Jet another vote of the wi jjt-j 

er if he approved Warren's 
reccfrd. ' 

GojdWdi'er Criticism 
of Welch Reported ^ 

I NEW YORK (3 — Sen. 
.Goldwater (R-Ariz.) was re-, 
[ported by Newsv\'eek maga-:' 
[zine Monday to have once- 
said the John Birch Society] 
should get rid of Robert! 
Welch, founder of the con-! 
troversial organization. ! 
The magazine said thati 
[hen the organization be^anj 
"h campaign to impefcb 
ief Justice Warren," GcUd- 
^ater was asked his feeli4gs 
^v a member. 



, ou want mi; ndricg;,! 
get ridfff Bob Welch and' 
every member who's after 
Warren^^ Goldwater wa^' 

quoted as replying. ~7"T«"^ 
- '-TVig^Pf^w aR no mdicatnn 
when "he made the sta e- 

ment. , , 

Last Saturday Goldwat,ier 

told a news conference that 

he disagrees with many of. 

the theories of the right-! 

wing organization but he is 

impressed by the type of; 

people in it. 
He said at the time that^ 

he did not agree with the; 

, society's purported desire to 

; impeach Warren. 

Rayburn Warns Home 
District on Society 

MCKINNEY, Tex. m — 
House speaker Rayburn (D- 
Tex.) Monday warned per- 
sons in his home district of 
what he called "strange nos- 
trums" being spread by the 
John Birch Society. 

(trhe speaker did not^en-; 
ticjfi t he organizatioq j by 

Sine in his talk but lat'ljrhe'i 
tofa reporters, "of course the; 
John Birch" group is tlie onej 
I meant." 

Rayburn said "they're 
spreading this idea that a 
government can get by with- 
out levying taxes. That is no 
way to stay secure from 
those who would destroy 
our freedom." 

Rayburn, who spoke at the 

15th anniversary celebration 

'of the veterans hospital here, 

, said: 

1 "We have people who are, 
!by nature, joiners. Yet thei 
men who spread these] 
strange nostrums would de- 
stroy our freedom. They go 
the length and breadth of 
our land claiming that we, in 
America, do not have free- 
Idom. . ■ 

;''My heloved people, our 
fneedom in the United St|tes 
is as near absolute^, fliee- 
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I do n can he. A world thatt|^e 
[Umted States does not lead, 
iif there ever is such a world, 
will be' a world that is not 

[fr,ee.!L__-:~^- —- 




BWj Official LaEel^ 
Eisenhower 'Red Dupe'^ 

Farm Publisher, Here for Talk, Says 

Russ Gained Most During His Terms ! 

i 
Thomas J. Anderson, farm journal publisher and 

member of the John Birch Society's national councils 
charged here Monday that former President Eisenhow- 
er was a "dupe" of the Communists. ___■_ ■;^ ' 
But Anderson said he does 



not agree, as jsociety founder 

Robert Welch "wrote m his 
privately circulated "The 
Politician" several years ago, 
that Mr. Eisenhower -was a 
"conscious agent"'' of the 
Communist conspiracy. , 

"The policies, he (Eis'en- 
hower) laid down played 
into the hands of the Com- 
munists/' Anderson said. 
"The Communists made 
more strides under Mr. Ei- 
senhower than under ' any 
other regime." 

Nashville Publisher 

Anderson is president and 
publisher of th^ Farm andl 
Ranch Publishing Co., Nash-j 
ville, Tenn. He is here to| 
address the Freedom Club 
of the First Congregational, 
Church, 535 S Hoover St., at 
7:30 p.m. today. 

In an interview at the Am-| 
bassador, Anderson said hei 
believes the government and 
other institutions of the; 
United States are "veryi 
heavily" infiltrated by Com-' 
munists. [ 

"In 1945 we were' sitting] 
on top of the world; we could 
have whipped the world," he. 
jsaid. "Now we hear slogans 
like, 'We'd better be Red! 
than dead.* ' 

"I think the Castro thing 
was promoted by some of 
the people in our State De-. 
partment, just like the take- 
ov(ir of China was. TJhe 
Prjlsident, regardless of \Vho 
hePis, if he is not brieited 
coia^ectly he is not capabl^t of 
talcing the right position.'* 'j 



rri 



Calls ioTT urpose 

•^^ndersoti saidxhe ^^ 

of U.S. policy for the past 15. 
years has been to "turn' ourj 
backs" on such anti-Commu-^ 
nist leaders 'as Franco m 
Spain arid Batista in Cuba. 

"I'm not :def ending 'dicta- 
■|torship of the right. or left," 
.the said, '^but if-we are go- 
' ing to play ball with any dic- 
Itator, let's play- baU with 
'those on our side.".. 

'What should we do.'go to 
war?" a reporter asked 

"l" don't think we should 
start dropping bombs," An- 
derson replied. "I think we 
uld have a national |ur 



nqEe-.^edicatidiq_freeing| 



m 



elslaved people of the wqpd, 
not containment and coexist-^ 
ence with butchers. 

"The only way we can co-: 
exist is as, slaves. - Our na- 
tional purpose should be to 
destroy communism and 
Communists. We can play 
the sarrie game they are as 
far as infiltration .is con- 
cerned. Otherwise, we're go- 
ing to fall.. 

"I would have risked war 
in Hungary and in Cuba," 

Anderson defended- the 
John Birch Society against 
charges that it is a secret,! 
fasejs.t* or ;■ .Authoritarian or-i 
gariiJi^tion.'He said he would! 
welcome Hari. investigatjpnJ 
bj^ba'use'the press has eitjperj 
bffiomfe [confused 'about ii' orl 
h^s , dfsior-ted the facts. ' { 



f 




Thomas J. Anderson 

ft 7imes pVmo 



'as an educational orgaillza-' 

,tio,p.-and an -action grou 
s?-*.'! belieye -jt - has to be 
ijtionoHthiCi" he said. '-'If it 
jb^ecame .a.:debating society 
. and had to. take a vote, it 
' ..would.never accomplish any- 
thing » . . ■ 

"Mr. Welch is a great be- 

liyer in individualism ... I 

, ^(jn't .agree with everything 

" Mr. Welch believes, but if 1 

■ didn't-' agree with him most 

c^;-the,time T would get out;" 

Birth Officer Fears 
jKenriedy Aid to Reds 

"It- CHAMPAIGN, 111. (UPI) 

A-national officer of the John 

, .Jtirch- .Society said Monday 

; the Kennedy administration 

; includes "weak-in-the-head 

impersonalities" who may act 

I in the interest of the Com- 

I munist conspiracy. 

', "■'■■Revilo' Pendleton Oliver, 

'(■professor of classics at the 

'■'University of -Illinois 'and a 

jtOuncil member of the ultra- 

hc'Onservative society, 'said 

j^resident Kennedy's loyalty 

l-tC5* the United States woujd 

jtflg' in question unless he ri|s 

;;h|inself of "p o 1 it i c a 1 pau-' 

tPfs!!;_in the administratioji.j 
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^ Oliver" refused to n a m ei 
^ny of the "payoffs." 
;^;He said he had "no means, 
bf knowing whether Presi-! 
Iffent Kennedy is a Commu- 
;iiist or not." But he added, 
that a "whole list of adminis-' 
tration appointees endangers 
'the security of the United. 
States." j 

'^^"Ohver has been a member] 
c^ the Birch Society since it! 
w^s* founded. 



The ^ocietycame foto 
prominence when it wa^ re 
vealed' that an 80,000-word 
"letter" written by founder 
Robert Welch said "Dwight 
Eisenhower is a dedicated, 
conscious agent of the Com- 
munist Party." . 
: Oliver called the excerpt a 
"misquote," but refused to 
say whether he agreed with 
it. He said former President 
:Eisenhower "is - capable -of 
[being corrupt because he- is 
la man." . 

Texas Editor Defends 
Society as Red Foe 

BORGER, Tex. (UPI) — 
The Bprger News-Herald 
Monday defended* the John 
Birch Society as an organi- 
zation whose members would 
''not plead either the 1st or 
5th Amendment" in any in- 
vestigation. 

*They -have Nothing to 
hide," said the 'News-Herald 
Editor J. C. Philirps in' his 
daily column. "Members of 
the John Birch Society are 
proud to take an ■ oath' of 
loyalty to this country when- 
ever required to do so." 

He said criticism of the 
society had been started by 
the Peoples World, "A West 
Coast Communist publica- 
tion, and immediately par- 
roted by self-serving poli- 
titcians, naive newspaperfedi- 
tjprs and magazines idejn ti- 
ffed with similar attacks] up- 
on the late Sen. Joseph Mc- 
Carthy." 



Phillip s -said that "anti- 



anti-Communists ^'_ jiad hi lled 
McCarthy and now planned 
to destroy Robert Welch, 
founder and head of the John 
Birch Society, "and anyone 
e fee wh o dares to effectiv ^dv 

ifiSht the Communist ccln^ 
Ispracy here at home wh^l 
it must be defeated before 

we can hope to win any' 
■staridagaihst Soviet Russia." 

Birch Official Sees i 
Gain in Membership - 

■ CENTRAL! A, Mo. (UPI)| 
—A high-ranking oiEcer of' 
the controversial John Birch' 
Society predicts the group 
will grow in numbers and 
increase its prestige. 
■ "The statement was made 
;by industrialist F. Gano 
'Chance, a- member of the 
(society's governing council 
'and- board chairman of the 
A. B. Chance Co. in Cen- 
Itralia. . 

"There are Communists 
in all the departments of mir 
[government and the St|ite 
jDdpartment is the nfpst 
' h p a v i 1 y infiltrated/* | he 
added,- ' 




for Stand on Birc 



Mirror Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — "Lean- 
not let the svin set tonight 
without putting this note of 
thanks to you into the 
"mail . '. ." 
, Rep. Edgar Hiestand (R- 
Altadena) was inundated to- 
-day with letters like that 
one from a South Pasadena 
woman following his dis- 
closure last week that he is 
a member of the controver- 
sial John Birch Society. 

"WE'VE RECEIVED 
about 250 letters, 36 wires 
and uncounted phone calls 
since the congressman took 
his stand on the Birch So- 
'clety in a press conference 
last Friday," a Hiestand 
spoke, man said. 

"Of that number, 



are cftical of ■him/;' 

THE MAIL came from^ 
^throughout^^he Jlation^_^_ 



Carroll, la. — "God grant' 
you the strength to root out- 
the rats from bur belovedl 
America. If such movements': 
as your organization can get^ 
leeway, Sen, Joe McCarthy' 
will not have died in vain," 

Columbus, 0. — "Can you 
arrange for an Ohioan to.vote 
in the California elections? 
If so, I'll make .the trip to 
vote for you." 

Biloxi, Miss. ~ "Touche! 
Three cheers for the John 
Birch Society!" 

Dozens asked for informa- 
tion on how they could join 
the ultraconservative anti- 
Communist grouo. 

ON THE other side, a Bur- 
bank constituent wrote: 
"Had I been aware of your 



.r^nnt'J/'nniv "I'i^ht' ,^h Ji^E^iembership in this crackpof 
count) d^ only eight .which u__„„^-_x.^f^ T-.-nPv..^;vjrtuiri' 



.organization, I- nevep:' would 
Ihave voted for you." / 

Arcadia — "You will nevei 
be re-elected,"., 

r ■ ■ . 

j Maywodd^JlI^vybu ou|h| 
[to be ashamed'bf^'belorigin 
jto su(*i an un-Americat5 an. 
ibigbte i organization." .' ■ - j 
i Hie itand was" out of towr[ 
(for a|few days .during the 
congressional recess 
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irch Society^ 
it. Defended 

Group's Leader Attacked 
by C of C Chief, Senator 



Controversy over the ultra-conservative John Birch 
Society continued to rgge here today. 

The president of the U.S. Chamber of Comhierce 
called the society's leader "irresponsible"; a United 
States senator termed it a "Fascist group"; and two 
members of the society, one a Congressman, defended it 
Motley, 



Arthur (Red) 
chamber president, said at a 
press conference here Mon- 
day that he had asked Rob- 
ert Welch, founder of the so- 
ciety, about a charge by 
Welch that the Chamber is 
"communistic, left wing and 
subversive." 

"I HAVE known Welch 
for a long time and I called 
him on that," -Motley said. 
"He told ■ me he was only 
quoting an informer- but he 
couldn't name the informer, 

"I doubt if there was an 
infolmer. I think he's ir- 
resplnsible." 

Rap. John H, Rousselot 
(R-J^rcadia) told the Los An 



) Welch, in the. Blue Book' 
jwhich sets down the oaerat-! 
ling brocedures of the sqcietY 
in i|s battle against cbiimu- 
Inisrfi,' makes 'it clear We in] 
'tenas to run the society Vith 
out any democratic process] 

But Anderson said "local' 
chapters are not bound to fol 
low the policies of the na 
tional body." He added it "i.^ 
not a debating society. 

"WE COULD never ^geJ 
anything done. Democracy h 
100% mob rule." ; 

Anderson, here to speak 

to the Freedom .Clufc»nf the 

[First Congregational fhurchi 

Ei-jichar^ed in a press {confer-: 

at the Ambassac or that 



luncheon he has "no reason 
to withdraw" from member-| 
ship in the Birch group. 

In commenting on state- 
ments from some Birch lead^ 
ers that former President Ei{ 
senhower is a Commun!s( 
dupe and that Chief Justice 
Earl Warren misbehaved iq 
office, Rousselot said: 

"I DON'T believe Mr, 
senhower is a Communist 01' enci 

Communist agent and rhave,Castfo gained power fc Cuba' 
not seen sufficient docuraen-becaiuse he was "proinoted bv 
tation to believe that Mr.some people in our State De-' 

Warren has misbehaved inpartm ent." ; 

office ■" 

Th^ society was character 
ized ffe a "Fascist group" led 
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^ele.s. Chamber of_Commexcej3y a Jfake patriot proposing 

'dangerous nonsense" by Sen J 
Stephen Young (D-0.). 

In a sharp attack, Sen. 
Young compared ^yelch to 
'"Mussolini or Hitler." 

"I assert the John Birch 
'Society is. a Fascist group," 
Young said, "It is well-larded 
with right-wing crackpots "" 

YOUNG'S comments in 
Washington were followed 
by a defense of Welch here 
[rom one of his- follower 

Tlomas Anderson, miem- 

beriof the- society's highest 

houiicit, called Welch a gitealj 

/'patriot" and "a .^reat be-! 

■ hLey_er_ in. individualism." 
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TELLS RED MENACE— Thomos J. Anderson, left, a^ 
member of the John Birch Society's national c6un-\, 
cil, chots with M. D. James, chairman of the Free- ^ 
m Club of the First Congregational Church. An- 
rson warned Communism is taking over America. 

" ' ~~~~ ~ ' ' ~~~ ■ — - — -- ^-..L — -^ J"! mes_ |Jh o5 o_| 




Pulalishing Co., Nashville, 
Ter n., said much of the p|e- 
dic; merit this country is |in 
was planned that ^vay, ei tiler 
by "misguided leaders" Ipr 
people who think that is the 
only way out. 

'Tm for a new political 
party —a second party," he 
said. "We can't wait for our 
leaders. We can't depend on 
professionals. • . ^ 

e are in a war for aur 



irch Society Officia 
Cites Red Timetable 



Publisher Tells Freedom Club Audience He 
Favors Giving Red China^Our Seat in U.N| j 



Equal men are not Jfree 
and free men are not elual, 
Thomas J. Anderson, farm 
j journal publisher and mem- 
ber of the John Birch So- 
ciety's national council, de- 
'clared here Tuesday night. 

'Tm for the inequality of 
marsi" Anderson told 1,200 
merr|bers of tjie Freedom 
Clutt at the First CongregJ- 
tior^l Church, 535 S Hoov^jr 
St. S 

'Jfjwe and the CommQ- 



nist^keep on doing me si me" 
things -we've been dcnng, 
they'll take us over, by 1973. 
That's their timetable and 
they're on schedule. , . 

"I'm for dying on my feet 
in preference to living on 
my knees . . . We must 
mai*tain our moral sufte-i' 
riorily. We must fear slavery | 
moHi than we fear war." | 

Ai^derson, president ^d' 
publisher of Farm & Ranc h [ 



Viv|ras a free people under 
God and we are. losing. The 
reason we are losing is the 
enemy knows they are wag- 
ing war and we have not yet 
waked up to it.-' 

Anderson said he is for 
outlawing the Communist 
Party and jailing and de- 
porting all known Commu- 
nists — "including those in 
the State Department." He 
said he is for giving Red 
China a seat in the United 
Nations — "our seat." 

Introduced by Freedom 
Club chaij-man M. D. James 
as a' John Birch Society 
council member, Andesson 
madffl only one reference to 
the [controversial grouiT in 
his ^iour-long address. 

"If am for the John 
Society," he said^ 
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WASHINGTON m — Sen. 
Gold water (R-Ariz.) dis- 
closed Tuesday that he re- 
jected 'months ago an oflfer 

to become a member of the 
council of the John Birch 
Society, currently under fire 
in Congress. 

Goldwater, an avowed con- 
«servative, said he . never 
joined the society. . 

The Arizona senator said 
he has no recollection of ever 
telling any member of the 
society that the group ought 
to get rid of Robert Welch, 
its head. 

Goldwater made this com- 
ment when asked about an 
article in Newsweek maga- 
zine. 

Goldwater told a news Con- 
fer ence last Saturday |hat 
he did not agree withlthe 
society's purported desiiPe to 
impeach "Warren. He said he 
disagreed with many of the- 
>rganiaation'3 theories but 
was impressed by the type 
of people' in it. 

The Senate internal' se- 
curity subcommittee 
announced Tuesday it will 
meet April 12 to decide 
whether to 'investigate the 
group's leadership. 

Welch Cancels 
Press Conference 

Robert Welch, founder of 
the John Birch soci^fty, has 
canceled a scheduled ques- 

! tion-and-answer appearance 
Monday before the Los An-' 

' geles Press Club.- 

Welch had accepted the in- 
vitation last Friday, but later 
relayed word that he was 
forced to cancel the appeai'- 
ance on advice of his attor- 

, iiey. It was to have been his 
only press conference dur- 
ing his ^'isit here. 

He is scheduled to fed- 
dres^ the Freedom Club of, 
the I First Congregatianalj 
Chiifch at a m e e t i n ^ in 
Shrfcie Auditorium at 8 p,m. 

tiiext Tuesda3^ _ _ J 




AVelch also will speak the 
following night, April 12, in 
the Sar. Marcos High School 
auditorium, Santa Barbara. 

The society had asked the 
school district lor free use 
under the California Civic 
Center Act. But then school 
authorities learned admis- 
sion was to be on a ticket 
basis and that all tickets' 
were distributed early by the 
society,' 

Determining that it was 
not an open meeting, the 
school district decided to 
charge he society $2S for 
use of the auditorium^ 'and 
an additional $25 for u|e of' 
the public address sjfptem 
an,d lighting. 
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Goldwater View. 
Nixon, JFK, Birch 



c ::'.?.t3r Barry . Ooldwatei The Arizona Senator, never 
^ve bis qualified aiqproval too warm toward sn^cta's 
Wednesday to the Wblte candidacy, was asKed If there 
House hopes of Richard is a reluctance among lead- 
Nlxon, the forelEn policies of ing Republicans to be the 
President Kennedy and thelpar^ presidential nominee 
controversial Jbhn Birch 80- in IQU because of the edge 
ciety. ' usually held by a President 

The AzlsonA Senator, lefider seekinEr reelection. 
offibeOOPconservattvevlUK, Ooldvater said he dldnt 
made tiiese points at a p»ss thlnlE so and added: 
conf erenoe at the Biltmore. *? sort of go along Vith sen. 

- «. «r»,«^» ««« fc. Bridges..! think our nominfiB 



aeamat Nixon as the GOP 



mm does Ooldwater assess 



to anotbei oitice. *Tou cantL 



desk," said Goldwater. bresldiait Kennedy has pro- 

- • HE BEUEVES the Pcesl- P^^ed are radical,'* said the 
dent^ action on Idos was Senator. ''Any program that 
*v«y cofteef' and "woaU tends to centralize govern- 
like to think it Is the begin- ment Is radical." 
ning of a cimslstenfly strong > 

f orngn poUey." Ooldvaser pointed out he 

, bad been critical of President 

Auabited with the John Blrdi Kew Deal** lor the same ^^"' ^ABiCY 

Soctety. but a lot or Us reason. GOLDWATEK 

SS2"to*Sf^IJK!l^ii However, he is completely H0 bach:t Ud9 movs, 
5 2r«SS. ti? ' ^ ^» favor of president ken- «A lot of people in my home 
m-Mft movement. ^g^g g^^onj, ^^^^^ against town, both Democrats and 

Goldwater was In Los An- communism in Laos, be said. Be^pnblicans, have been B^ 
geles to speak at a luncheon I "I believe if we are con- tracted' to It, and I am im- 
of the third annual tJalifomla slstenUy strong, the Russians jpressed by tbe type of people 
Freedom Forum, sponsaTed will back down," the Senator •*"» It They are the kind we 
by Pepperdine College. said. ^ ^ politics." 

contests, Goldwater denied He said we must stand up to However, Goldwater quickly 

any asptcattens at his own. communism even at the risk .diaaasodated himself with 

• of war. :any sympataiy for views ex- 

"l dont want to nm for Asked about the John Birch pressed by Robert Welch. 

the Frestdem^,'* he said. *? socie^, which some have founder of the spclet^, who 

believe I can do more good assailed as a fascist group, bas accused President Elsen- 

f or my countiT in the Senate and whether he approved of howo: of being a commimlst 

th an in th e HVhlte House. " ,it. o nldwater replied: and has asked lor the Im- 

* " ^ *T cant answer yes or no. peachment of Chief Justice 

,1 dont know much about it. Earl Warren. 
iThey are antl-Communlst and "Of course, I dont agree 
i dont Bee„how we can b? President Eissnhower was a 
against that <;> — eomununist," Oomwater said. 

' ■ "I told Bob r/elc nata , t i irfi e" 

or four years ago." 
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Robert Welch, ^head of the 
John Birch Society, wUI speak 
at.<t^.^Ulc^ihee1dngs next 

cudn 6iaV ^-^vi^^^^^ 
tl&Qtil Ghiiich- a^Shrliiq Aiidi^ 
tbirium )at .8 ^^^r Apru ii. 
^C|aetfr^;^^'^M- sale at iait 

W$&<w^l speak In Sania 
Bai[«m^£c s^ p.Hi. April 12 at; 

San iafli:^s^H.igH';^i^6oIs This 
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ch, Fowdiir^ 
JirchGrpupii 

^ritogeiHioB-wm iwroian op- 
t^ to :«« «na hen 
Wticm ifinmder ■nfl 
b«Bil -of tbe JoHn Sixth ,80: 
«tetyf iHten: he appeata «ff 
TnHwrtpai apeaker .luce ASffU 

tng oC the ^teeOom CLub ef 
;»isk CODBveRatloaul (anucai. 



:8p,.in.atBtailneA 
'SitiE«tB: may he obtatued 

jdh Mthe ftjoowmc ::iilglil 
-wm :«pei(t«t"8itt** 
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Birth Sotiety Probp 
Clpppsed by ACLUi 

The American Civil Liber-t MONROE SAID the ACLI | 
ties Union said today "it op- has "suHered considerable j 



poses any . investigation ■ of 
the John Birch Society by 
Congress or the State Legis- 
lature. 

Eason Monroe, executive 
director of ACLU in South- 
ern California, said such an 
investigation would violate 
the First Amendment rights 
of the right-wing, organiza- 
tion 

leaders' OF the society, 
including founder Robert 
jWelch, have said they would 



at the hands of the societ;^ 
mainly in Orange County, J I 
movement there to recall aj : 
ACLU member, Joel S. Dyo« ( 
man, from Magnolia Distric 
School Board, "is apparentlj 
inspired by Birch Societ) 
members," he said. 

"On numerous occasions 
officials and members of tliii 
society have slandered [thj 
ACLU, made false statement! 
regarding us andhayesQu[^hl 
to discredit • our- pUrpo^et 



welcome an investigati 
order to testify, 

"The right of ail citfeens 
to hold and to advocate |heir. 
political views,' regardless of. 
.how extreme and distorted- 
■these views , may be; is in- 
violate;" Monroe' said.' 
'' "Only a showing that the 
advocacy of such views con-' 
stituted- a' clear and presents 
danger that unlawful acts 
will be committed would! 
;justify a restraint upon the 
jgpeeah or asesembly of th^ 
.Johra Birch Society." 
] Ha said even the "allege 
Isecrat character of the soci^^ 
ty" does not constitute^ 
igrounds fo r inves tigation^^ 



in and program " Monroe sa idj 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAIWED 
HEREIN IS UMCUSSIFIEO 



b6 

b7C 



LOS ANGELeS MIRROR 
LOS ANGELAS, ^ALIF. 



h^^SJi 



LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 






cc 






'ShM::dI^ 




« 



$ 



^ 1 

rCardinal Lauds i 
Founder of 
: Birch Society • 

; NORTH EASTON, Mass., 
-JApril 6 (AP)— Richard Card-i 
inal Cushing of Boston says 
■Robert Welch, founder and! 
leader of the controversial) 
John Birch Society, is a "very 
jcapahle, fearless man who 
;has made sacrifices to fight 
■Communism." 

] Nevertheless, anyone who 
charges former President 
Eisenhower with Communist 
leanings is "speaking absurd- 
ities," the cardinal said in a 
speech last night. 

"Anyone who is fig-hting 
Communism today on a top 
level and who knows the 
- teaching of Communism 
•jc-that man is going to siJIe- 
\mr," the Boston prelate 
said in an address to bujli- 
Kess and professional men 
Jast nig ht. 
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The John Blr oh Society, 
Belmont^ 

Dear Wc* Welehj 

please remove n^ name from the membership list of the 
John Blroh Society* \?e are moving South and cannot participate 
any longer* 

Thank you very much for your consideration In this matter* 

Sincerely , 
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Birch Founder 
Cancels Quiz 

Robert Welcti, .founder of 
the controversial John Birch 
Society, today canceled a 
scheduled question-ahd-an- 
swer appearance before the 
Los Angeles Press Club.' 

Welch' had accepted the 
club's invitation to appear 
Monday, but today- told club 
officials his lawyer had ad 
vised him against the ses- 
sion.* 
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"VALLEY TIMES TODAY," North Hollywood 
Home Edition - Wednesday, April 5>196l 
Section 1, Page 3, Column 6 
Editor - JACK BERGER 
Los Angeles Field Division 

RE: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
LA File 100 - 59001 * 
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Ui April 1961 



(feli^srjg return nsceipt 
£^quest@do Make up youz" 
ofaae Kaudsszlt© or t^ps« 



Los Mg^l&Sji Calif arnia 

^ar Ms'n Ghaadl^'s 

J^ tBss&^ laas b©©a a cue tossy of the tos Angeles Tiiiss for sis jiearsa W© 
have read youp n®t7S sad your adv©rtlseo©ia*s for some 2190 daj-s snd hai^ 
bou]^ ficcaa yoiEP adTertlssrSo 5?oda\y ve are cancelling our subserip'^on 
end are asldzig ou^ friends to do th^ sa^^ « 

Four years in tbs Iftjitad States Marine Gcxrps convinced m isbBX Aasricanism 
iSo. PuhUcatioa of uatrutJiSi amiesioa bf truths of tlB John Blreh organisa- 
tion (Mhloh Is ^ust as Americaa as zs^ aasocSataa In taie J^rlne Corps)., is 
not AEsricenisa* It is 180 dssgjfeos to tte 3dfto 

Oans^blp vuitfer Comaamiajn is punisheble by dea4h« Pleads refer to tiie 
accowats of th* Bed iss'iTasiota of CMbs (Ib your nevspapsra)* tou are an 
owner* Insisujaticm aud slander oa yoas? fifont paga on ths '»ev^"of an elec= 
tion^ yfcsrsiti -ttia Coinmunists ex^ avoimd to lake o^r ous* lios Angelas gov©m<= 
Esnti iS;; i» B^ (^jiaicQ^ liks signing your osn ifeath warranto Ask Slatt 
Cvetic or Herb Philbricfco Ttey say "ds-oisinership" of tlis UoSo ^Kill start 
in 1?63*> 



(Sig^d) 
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San Fernando ^alli^ Advertiasrs 
Aasociatss sad fiends x-rho ars also Omisrs 
Federal Bursau of Inv^stigatioia 



IfouE'-KaBie 
touF Address 



AIL l^'FOHM.ATI^^' CONTAINED 
HEALlWISUNCljV-^nED 



-<^/ 



SEARCHED .^DEXED...... J 

APR 7 1961 

FBI - LOS ANGELES 







%ljOU. (^vil 




DZ^^l ^i^ 



15 




t^%4<^/^ ^^/ 




f 



3 J«>rll 1961 



Mr, Nomian Chauidler, President 
Times-Mirror Conpany 
Los Axigeles, California 

Dear Mr. Chandler: 

My family has been a customer of the Los Angeles Times for six years. We have 
read your news and your advertisements for eorae 2190 days and have bought 
j^om your advertisers. Today we are canceULing our subscription and are ask- 
ing our friends to do the same* 

Four years in the United States Marine Corps convinced me what Americanism is* 
Publication of untruths, omission of truths of the John Birch organization, 
(which is just as American as my associates in the Marine Corps) is not American- 
ism, It is l80-deg)rees to tiie left* 

Ownership under Communism is punishable by death* Piease refer to the accounts 
of the Red invasion of Chiim (in your newspapers)* You are an owner. Insinu- 
ation and slander on your firont page on the "eve" of an election, wherein the 
Communists are avowed to taloe over oar Los Angeles g^venuosnt, is, tn my opinion, 
like signing your own death warrant* Ask Matt Cvetic or Herb Fhilbrick* They 
say "de-owiBrship'» of the U.S. will start in 1963 • 

■'■■■'. - . . ■■ ■ b6 

■■.■■' ■ ■ ■. ■ -bTC ■" 






cc: 



San Fernando VaL ley Advertisers 
Associates and Friends who are also Owiers 
Federal Bureau of Investigation . 
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April 1, 1961 



T 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director ;.: - j 

Federal Bui*eau of Investigation T 

Washington, D. C. ; ' |^ „ 

i)ear Mr. Hoover: ; \ 

Thank you for your letter of February 15 in reply to our \ 
telegram regarding Langston Hughes, We were not uninformed. 
regarding the regulations of the Department of Justice, wa 
needed just exactly the kind of reply you wrote with which 
to confront the supporters of Langston Hughes. Their \ 
answer to our criticisr.i of Hughes being permitted to appeal 
on our High School camuus was that he had been "cleared" \ 
by the FBI. ^ - \ 

In spite of the criticism directed against his appearance 
the same papers that are currently castigating the John 
;3irch Society made a hero out of him. 

This is my point, and the reason for this letter. In the.- \ 
face of your statement in the above mentioned letter; ', 
"Information in the files of the FBI is confidential pursuant 
to a regulation of the Department of Justice, and accord- . ' 
ingly, I am unable to accede to your request," (regarding 
information about Hughes) how can the follov/ing statement 
made by Frank Conniff, National Editor of the Hearst . i__ 
Wev7spapers, be true? ■■ 

In today's Los Angeles Examiner^ Mr. Conniff states: "This 

reporter happens to loiow the FBI has taken a dim view of 

the John Birch Society for quite some time now and has its 

agents in the proper places to maintain surveillance over 

its activities," In the enclosed article you will also - 

note that by inference Mr. Conniff has used the name of :; : 

J. Edgar Hoover to "Brand"; the Birch Society as "Anti-U.S^" ; 

■■■ ■■' ■ c: 
If citizens who are concerned about protecting the young ': /- .' i... 
people of this country from the influence of men like j,..,. r,-^ * ^ 
Hughes are denied information by Department of Justice " "^ " ■ ' 
regulations, how can newspaper reporters obtain it to enforce' .„ 
their opinions ?^ /^ ^ .y; ,^ , /<S^.^S^f^^ .,^0-' 

HERrrlN!,Sli?JaA^S;;-IEQ: /': 

'Enc. 1 " >■-.■ 

Copy to L, A. Bureau ■ '■. ;■• 




b6 

b7C 




I 



f 



/i 



\v 



, / 




'April 101 iJSl 



k^' 



:Dea] 



I liave received your letter oi April 1, with enclosuro, 
anii can readily under staiaU the concern wtuch prom^Jted yc^u to v;rite 
to .me. ■ 

With respect to tUe matter you mentioned, tiie i-BI is 
strictly an investigative at^ency oi the Federal Oovernment and neltiier 
makes e\'aluations nor tirawt? conciueions as to the character or intei^rity 
of any organization, publication or individual. In lin^tit of the fore^oint;,, 
I can assure you that neither I nor any representative oi ibis i^reau 
iiae made any comment concerning the organization atwut wluch yoia 
inquired. Furthernaore, you miiy be certain that Mr, Frarik Connia 
has never had access to the aies of the FBI. 

In view of your interest^ I ana encioaiiiS a recent 
statement which you raay like to read. 



.:;^..;L.- ;n;;; r--, ,;,;,- j- -.J^,: 



■ c ■- ^ '■. 



^S" 



;:/^ 'v^./ . Sincerely yours, 



I 



Enclosure 



/i - Los Angeles - Encl osure 
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Amateurs Unheeded 
FBI Is Handling Reds 



Editor, News-Press: There 
is value at times in "tech- 
nicalizing the obvious." 
Those who demand and ex- 
pect support solely and 
simply because they are 
against communism forfeit 
the right to it when they 
adopt the met ho d s and 
form of organization of the 
Reds. 

It is implicit in your su- 
perb indictment of the John 
Birch Society that there can 
be no point in fighting the 
Communists if we end up 
just like them. A related 
factor needs explicit expres- 
sion; virtually all extreme 
rightists insist on their right 
to define the terms. This 
preposterous claim is most 
marked among the witch- 
hunting critics of the 
churches, notably of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 

As one contemplates what 
,tli§§&=^«aps think is Com- 



munism, and especially the 
honored persons" in public 
life and in organized re- 
4gion whom they denounce 
as fellow-travelers or worse, 
one can only pity such wild- 
swinging sluggers. They 
seem to me beyond helping, 
except perhaps by a top- 
flight psychiatrist. 

Still another oddity, All 
ultra - conservatists are un- 
critical devotees of the FBI. 
While such an attitude to- 
ward any form of secret 
police is as dangerous as 
extreme radicalism, it does 
appear beyond question that 
siich public authorities are 
doing their job well in deal- 
ing with the "Red Menace." 
Since they are," what con- 
ceivable need can there be 
for amateurs among private 
citizens and/or public offi- 
cials? I 

Vernon i>ash 

bui .Litcnneia jjane; 



Santa Barbara News-Press 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 
3/9/61 

THOmS M. STORKE - EEQCTOR 
Los Angeles Office 
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A View of the News 

f 



George Todf s Opinion 

"Thou shouldst not decide until thou hast heard what both have to sayy 
—ARISTOPHANES, the Wasps. 




Todt 



There Is no dearth of 
, ^'Committees for Pair Play" 
In the United states nowa- 
days when- 
ever Com- 
munist-domi- 
nated organ- 
izations be- 
come the Jus- 
tified targets 
OS the wrath 
of the Amer- 
ican people, 

They even 
have one of 
these things 
lor Castro. 

Now that an anti-Commun- 
ist organization Is under 
fire— -the John Birch Society 
— let*s see if the forces of 
llberalissimo observe the 
same high standards of con- 
duct towards their oppo- 
nents that they constantly 
whine for themselves. 
Where is the spirit of Vol- 
taire here? 

IBeware, Beware 

I am not a member of the 
Jolm Birch Society, but I 
think that, in their case, a 
great number of innocent, 
patriotic Americans have 
been already much-ma- 
ligned by ideological 
hatchet-men who should 
have "stood in bed" as the 
saying goes. 

As a member of the press 
who is interested primarily 
in fair play — and above all, 
the truth! — I think it is 
time to set the record 
straight. What's the score? , 

Let me malce this sugges- ' 
tion to my readers in ad- ■■ 
vance: Don't permit cun-^^ 
ning voices with axe^~i;D"" 
' grind stampede you by the 
^unholy "smear technique" 
[before you have a chance 
to investigate this matter 
without bias or p rejudice 
i.to^your_own_5atis|action.^z 



Go and find out for your- 
selves. 

Let your own eyes and 
ears — and conscience — be 
the Judge! ' 

Of Interpretation 

■ There is a John Birch of- 
fice in 'Los Angeles, located 
at 3750 W. Sixth st. Zone 
5. Telephone;' DUnkirlc 
5-2389. Its' manager is 
a you^g man name d Kent 



n^ He told mene 



Steff 

TTOuTa be glad to answer 
TOUT questions. Ask him 
Bbottt ta itt ilda flt the stobL. 

he represents before arriv- 1 
Ir^g at any hard and fast | * 
decision. 

When I first perceived 
the ^ gigantic smear shap- 
ing up against the mem- 
bers of the John Birch So- 
ciety — which numbers some ' 
of our finest citizens in its I 
ranks here in the Southern ' 
California area and else- 
where!— I interviewed Steff- 
gen about the matter. 

Knowing the lofty Ameri- ' 
can ideals of the society 
from some of my friends j 
who are members, I consid- 
ered it nothing less than 
lunatic to attempt to link 
this dedicated organization 
to the likes of Karl Marx, 
Adolf Hitler and Gerald L. ; 
K. smith. 

If I ever wrote a lie of 
that dimension, I would for- 
ever hold my head in , 
shame! 

The patron saints of the 
John Birch Society are 
George Washington, Abra- 
ham^; Lincoln and Teddy 
!=adosevelt. i- .. - < 
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Guilty Only... 

To go to the heart of the 
roblem, it is true that the 
ounder of the John Birch 
Society once wrote a pam- 
phlet for circulation among 
ahout 100 friends in which 
he was extremely critical of 
men like former President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, for- 
mer Vice President Richard 
Nixon, former Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles, 
and his brother, the pres- 
ent director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, Allen 
Dulles. 

These are all men whom 
I, personally, warmly ad- 
mire and whose patriotic 
Americanism. I have ex- 
tolled on Innumerable oc- 
casions in this coiumri. I de- 
plore any intemperate lan- 
guage used against any of 
these four fine men. And I 
won't buy a comma of it! 

.But having said this, 
there are other factors to be 
considered, in the first ■ 
place, Robert Welch, the 
John Birch founder, wrote' 
these intemperate state- 
ments before he had found; 
ed the society. It was in a 
ffbook called "The Politi- 
cian'*— never in the so-' 
dety'B "Blue Bool£."'So wl^ 
tsae author wrote before the 



-ti- 



society came into exlstenc 
is, certainly not binding- 
jand has never been 
tended; to bet ~ upon th^ 
later membership. 

By AssoeiattonI 

To condemn the member- 
ship far something Welch 
stated before the society 
came into existence Is little 
short of what our llberalis- 
simo friends would call 
"guilt by association.'^ Now 
we can't have that, can we? 

In the second place, let's 
look at the forest instead 
of the trees in this case. 
Granted that Robert Welch 
used intemperate langus^e 
against four men whom I 
greatly admire— am I still to 
write off his magnificent 
fight against Communism 
because of this "personal- 
ity" factor? 

I think the most Impor- 
tant thing about the John 
Birch Society lies not In the 
personality of its founder 
—who likely needs a good 
public relations director 
like crazy!— but in the fact 
that it is dedicated to the 
overthrow of Communism 
and the protection of con- 
stitutional government in 
-^e Republic of the United 
States, 

We can afford to over- 
look some faults of these 
dedicated anti-Communists 
on that account. "^ -•' 
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OPPiCE MEMORANDUM UNITED SATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

SOURCE 



SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-43513) DATE: 3/l6/6l 
SA 



WOMEN FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION (WLA) 
IS - C 



ACTIVITY 



RECEIVED 



AGENT LOCATION 



wno nas i^r- 
nlshed reli- 
able informa- 
iion in the 
past and whose 
identity should 
be concealed. 



WLA Business 3/lV^l 
meeting/ 3/8/61. 



writer 



ALL INFORMATION CC^'^Al 
HEREIN IS u..wLASS;ikD 
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Informant furnished the following written report: 

"Date, March 8, 1961 

Placej The Highland, 732 North Highland Ave, 
Time, 10-15. A.M. - 2-30 P.M. 

Feature, Business Meeting, Women for Legislative Action 
Program, 10-15 A.M. Foreign Affairs 8s Community and 

Civil Liberties Panels, 
12-15, P.M. Luncheon 

1 P.M. Business meeting, and Speaker 
Speaker, HANK ZIVET^, Teacher & Exec. Secretary, American 

Federation of Teachers, 
Topic, What Are The Issues, In. The Board of Education 
Elections? 

1 - CHARLOTTE (CARL SANDBURG) - 
.. REGISTERED 




dOO-^JiaOP (JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY) 
lOG-34470 (LINUS PAULING) 

1Q0-'50S07 CAVA PAULINGr 

I 



100-2700 
105r255 
100-47309. 
100-506001 



APSC) 
.CORE) 
,FCL) 



Searched 



SerializecT 



CE^slp ^ 



Read by 



w" 



Indexed 

F ileE 

MARCH IbV 1561 
FBI^ LOS ANGELES 
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"Attendance, 

"About 50i among those present were: 
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"Morning Session 10-15 A,M. - 12-15 P.M. 

"International Panel 

"Chairman DORIS LESa?ER 

Discussion: Should' there be a change In theU.N. 
Secretariat? 

A revaluation of the Function of the United Nations; 



world? 



What are itj^s responsibilities in this changing 
What It may do and what It may not do? 
"IDA STEIN 



"Was the U.N. action in the Congo In fulfillment 
of those responsibilities? 

"NATALIE BROWN 

"Should the U.N. interfere in the Internal 
affairs of a nation? If so, under what circumstances? 

"Should nations have the right to act unilaterally 
in the affairs of another nation? - 

"How can we help? 
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"Community Affairs & Civil Liberties Panel. 

"LEAH LONDON - Chairman 

"A report of the A.C.L.U, Legislative Conference 
held Feb. l8th. 

"Issues: 

"Abolition of Capital Punishment 
Repeal, of Loyalty Oaths & Dllworth Act 
Police Standarads & Powers 
Censureship 
Givll Rights 
National Legislation 

"Reporters, 

"JULIA KAGAN 
HELEN SELDEN 
LEAH LONDON 
LEE HAYMAN 
JULIA SHERMAN 

"At the joint meeting of both panels^ the 
following decissions were reported. 

"The U.N. should live up to the principles 
of the Charter in the Congo crisis. 

"U,N* action in the Congo, did not stop 
Belgium ' shipping in arms & ammunition. 

"There should be a change in leadership in 
the U.N., according to KHRUSHCHEV • 

"Write to Sen, MORRIS to vote to abolish the 
Connolly Ammendraent Bill .39. . 



Court . 



"U.S. should be allowed to participate in World 



"Write to ADLAI STEVENSON^ stating the American 
arguement against colonization Is much to be improved, 

"Write to Senator MC MILLEN to act for the repeal 
of the Loy?ilty. Oath for .Public employees. 

"Write to SENATORS REGAN, STANFORD, SHAW> HUGO 
FISHER, members of S.J.C. and to Sen. RICHARD RICHARDS to 
vote no on bill S.B.-82. 
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"Send a nite letter to RICHARD RICHARDS to support 
the Pair Housing Bill - A.B,-801, which will be soon sent to 
the Senate, and to your Assemblyman, to support this bill 
(A.B.-801). 

"DORIS ROTH, President, remarked that the John 
Birch Soc. of which Mr, WELCH (ROBERT) the candy mfg. , is 
the leader, is a facist movement, and is a well organized 
group with plenty of money/ They favor MC CARTHY. 

"This is a most Important time, and there are 
100,000 members. It Is a dictatorial group. 



Senators . 



"Write letters to save Civil Rights, to your 



"Vfrite to Pres. KENNEDY, deploring colonialism 
and that each country has the right to self government 
and to .respect the rights of al 1 nations In accordance 
wiht the IT, W. Charter, and to remove troops from the Congo, 
except the U.N. troops* 

"She also asked us to sign petitions sponsored 
by AVA HELEN & LINUS PAULING, on an Appeal To Stop 
The Spread of Nuclear Weapons. 

"There will be a dinner at the Filst Unitarian 
Church, Sat,, March 18, 6l, for the benefit of FRANK 
WILKINSON. 

"I.P. STONE will speak at the First Unitarian 
Church Fridaiy May 12, and the W.L,A. will give a tea for 
him , Sat. -May 13, where he will speak. Place to be 
announced later. 

"The Annual Awards luncheon to be 
held Sat. June 10-61, at the Sportsmans Lodge on 
Ventura Blvd., Fee $5. 

"CARL SANDBURG will be the Guest Speaker. 

"There, will be a Peace March April l-6l, 
sponsored by SANE - Friends Committee, with a tHree day vigil 
at. Rand Corp. In Santa Monica. W.L.A. donated $25-00, 
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."W.L.A, also donated $50, to CORE. 

"|50 to the Friends Legislative Committee, 
$50, to the National Committee to Abolish the H.TJ.A»C. 

"Sat. March 11 - 10-30 A,M.» WXA - Inter- Chapter 
Conference - Hope-La Clenega Bldg. - 411 N, La Cienega. 

"HANK ZIVETZ, teacher & Exec. Secretary 
American Federation of Teachers, spoke about the 
commlng elections. 

"He stated MAHY TINGLOFF and RALPH E. RICHARDSON 
have done a good Job. 'There were some controversal issues, 
which created a sense of uncertainty among other members 
of the School Board. » 

" »The opposition are making some rash charges 
against MARY ' TINGLOFF and RALPH C. RICHARDSON, and they 
have been spying on the teachers.* 

"•If newspapers tape them on the shoulder, we 
will have some opposition, but no money. ' 

"'They are charged with being spendthrifts, 
but have saved the people money.' 

"'Because of the School Board's plans $460,000 
was saved;' 

"'They saved money on typewriters.' 

"'Sept. 1957s when they took over they 
cut 10,000, half day sessions.' 

"'HAROLD ORR is running against HUGH 
C, WIIIjETT, who won't be hard to beat.' 

"■'The Headquarters are 932 N, Western 

Ave., ETHEL MARVIN is the Campaign Manager,''^ 

ACTION : 

Informant was thoroughly interviewed and could 
add nothing further to the above. 
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All necessary action in connection with this 
memo has been taken by the writer. 



The following names are being Indexed to this 



memo-: 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-43513) DATE: 3/I6/6I 

FROM: SA 



b' 



SUBJECT: WOMEN FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION (WLA) ^, 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C \ ^ ^'^^ 



b2 

b7D 



SOURCE 



ACTIVITY 



RECEIVED AGENT 



LOCATION 



Who has fur- 
nished reli- 
able Infor- 
mation in the 
past and whose Hope-La Cienega 



WLA's Council 3/14/^1 
Inter-Chapter 
Conference, 
Saturday, 



Writer 



identity should Hall, 4ll North 
be concealed* La Cienega, L,A,, 

California , 



Informant furnished the following handwritten 
report and literature: 



See below 
for location 
i^4^t^era.tuKe 



HEREIN IS U^iGLA^:uirlca 



CC: 



100-19333 CCOMINFIL RADIO-TV) 
62-1664 (HCUA) 
100-2700 {walk FOR DISARMAMEN'JB 
100-34470 (LINUS PAULING) 



Mi«sa;i»iMWii4j;i)}aM<;{«j:i 



1 




SEE FAGE TWO 



' Searched Indexeii/ 



^^^ 



uua/sja 
(73)^ 



' Serlalize a^%?( Plle d'^^ 

MARCH T57"l96l 

FBI, LOS ANGELES. 



Read by 
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100r604l0 (CAA-SRWG) 



1 - New York (REGISTERED) 

(Irifo) 
1 - Charlotte (REGISTERED) 

' (Irifo) 
1, - San Francisco (REGISTERED) 
(Info) 



3/1^/bl 

"I attended the Inter' Chapter Conference which 
V*as held at; the Hope -LA Cienega. Hall 411 No La Cienega .on 
Sat. March 11, iq6l . " Re giBtpfatlon of delegates was handled 
by individual chapters.] 
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"of the Valley Chapter registration It was almost eleven 
oclock when the actual conference got undei^ay^ MARTHA 
MINBLINeoxmc 11 President chaired this portlolii of the 
meeting. She made an announcement that the eight page 
Legislative action Sheet for March 1961, copies of which 
were made available to everyone attending this Conference ^ 
was drawn up by "LOUISE BAXTERS & her husband <, She said 
that Mrs. BAUKRS has been quite ill but she felt she had done 
an' excellent job/ T^e next thing on the- program was a 
demonstration by about twelve women of a typical iaterim^ 
meeting as it_would be put on by one of the Ghapteirs, , 
The discussion in this demonstration was about unemployment, 
LEAH liONDON acted as Chaimnan of this demonstration and Valley 
Chapter members. ILSA WOLPSON 85 MILDRED SIMON also took 
part. 

"GLENDORA DAWSON of the Central Chapter also took 
part o LEAH LONDDH then announced that we were to assume 
that three weeks had gone by and this same material was 
being brought before a panel session of a regular Chapter 
general meeting o At this time some of those women who had 
taken part in the previous demonstration went up on the 
stage and showed how a panel would report to a chapter 
meeting o LONDON^ DAWSON, and SIMON were among those in this 
affair o They indicated that the unemployment situation 
is supposed to be getting better but they dont feel that it 
actually is„ DAUSON said that in Calif, as well as in the 
south more colored people are unemployed than whites. She 
said this was due to thefact that they hold more of the laboring 
jobs. Her own husband is a plumber and has been out of work 
etnd has been drawing his unemployment benefits. Rather than 
take some other type of employment which has been offered to 
him he would rather take this relief money and save his 
seniority as a plvimber, 

"During the course of the Conference MARTHA MINDLIN 
node several announcements including the following. 
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"lo TOM BUGGAH. was to show the film 'Operation 
Abolition' on Monday night March 13^ IS^lc She said that 
anyone looking at it could tell by the way it was pieced 
that it wasn't right. For this reason she felt it should 
hot be shown and she urged everyone to get in touch with 
the station and protests -2t? On April 1st I961 there will 
be another 'Walk for disarmament' this time starting at 
Hancock Park on Wil shire Blvd. LINUS PAULING, the Quakers, 
and a group of singers will participa'^e , -3- The Citizens 
Committee to Preserve American Freedoms is holding a farwell 
party for FRANK WILKINSON on March 23, 196I at Baces HalT~on 
North Vermont in Lbs Angeles j Calif » In making this announce- 
ment she burst out crying and tears streamed down her face. 
She said she didn't know wheather it was the love she had for 
PRANK WILKINSON or the inustice of the thing that caused 
the tears. 

"4- She said that ROBERT WElsCH, Candy maker, is 
the head of "the JOHN BIRCH society and therefore no one in 
WbLVA. should buy any Welche's Candy * She feels the society 
is bad and that is getting too strong » 



"The June awards luncheon will feature awards to 
JAMES FLOWERS of CORE^ and Author CARL SANDBERG. 

"After lunch Mrs, MIKDLIN Introduced the guest speaker 
Mr CGI£ BISaSE from Sacramento, Calif, He spoke about various 
Bills that are before the Calif, state Legislature. Bills 
that he was in favor of would abolish Capital Pxmlshment, 
abolish loyalty oaths, would make discrminatlon in all housing 
illegal. He was against all bills introduced by Assembly*man 
FRANCIS^ the Chapel Bill No„ AB-205 would overturn ban on 
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"Unreasonable search and seizure in Narcotics Gases and the 
Shaw Bill' S-B 667 which wou ld memb ership in the Communist 
Party grounds for disbarment of attorneys. 

"He feels that the police are shifting from 
Conmninists to narcotic ad ditcs as the targets For example 
he claimis the police arrested a man as a narcotic addict 
when he was only in fact trying to commit suicide « He also 
is definately against the Luekel Bill A-B 22 which would 
deny the use of school property to groups advocating the 
overthrow of gov'ts 



"Among the approximately 75 women present were: 
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Informant made available one copy eaclj of the 
following literature which she obtained at the Inter- 
Ghapter WLA meeting 3A^/^^' S^® advised that additional 
copies of each of these publications were available so that 
each person attending the conference might have at least 
one; 

1. "In A Nutshell - The Proposed Pair Housing 
Law, Assembly Bill 8OI introduced by Assemblyman AUGUSTUS F 
HAWKINS," The back page of this four pamphlet indicates 

that it was issued by the nfl1-tfnT*n1fl nnmm-T-h-hf^e* fo-r Pfli-P 

Practices, San {Francisco. {Location; 



2, "Cuba's Revolution: "The First Year," by 
CARLETON BEALS. Reprint by the Peace Education Program. 
American Friends Service Committee, (Location: | 



] 



3. Pour page leaflet, "Legislators From California.," 
issued by the Fri ends Committee on Legislation. (Location 

I ""■' I 

4. Sixteen page pamphlet, "The ABC's of Legislative 
Action," iffliit^f^ hv hhe i?T'ig>n^g Committee on Legislation. 
(Location: 



5. Leaflet issued by the Gomraittfee Against Anti- 
Semitism and Renazification of West Germany, titl ed. "An 
Open Letter to President EISENHOWER," (Location: 



6, WLA Legislat ive Action Sheet for March, 196I 
(Looatiorl I 



7. "Constitution and Bv-Laws of Women fo r 
Legislative Action." (Location; 
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8. Five page mimeographed "The Personalities 
in Kennedy's nahjnet^" p-pepAyed hv thq Valley Chapter of 
the WIA* (Location; 



b6 
b7(; 



In light of information previously furnished by this 
informant J the writer made a spot check in the vicinity of 
411 North La ^'lenega during the hours while the above 
conference was taking place;" ^e folPowing automobiles were 
noted parked on the Hope-La Clenega Hallos private parking 
lot adjacent to the north side of that building {sign stated 
parking was for patrons of the Hope-La Gienega Hall Gnly)r 
unless indicated differently below. Registered owners of 
cars whose licenses are noted below, were checked through the 
California State DepartniPnt nf Mnf-nr '^Tphicles/ 3500 South 
Hope, Los Angeles, by SB ^on 3/13/ol: 
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As Indicated abov^ all the above noted cars were 
parked in the lot belonging to the hall where the above 
meeting was being held except those cars preceded by an 
asterisk (*) , 



b6 



b /i 



OSiis car dropped a female passenger in front of 
the hall at 12:40 pom, and the driver kept on 
goings Female observed entering hallo 

The male driver of this car dropped one female 
passenger at 12s 00 Noon and the driver kept 
going o Female observed entering hall » 

A female passenger from this car;, a Pontiac 
4-door hard-top, pink over black, was obsgrved 
to park and enter the hall at 12; 20 p.m» 

At 12:45 pVm, two white middle-aged females 
left the hall carrying large manila envelopes 
imder their arms, were observed leaving the 
hall and entering this two-door white Dodge 
which was parked in the back row of the lot . 
They had a very hard time maneuvering the 
ear out of the parking area and it was 12; 55 
before they got clear of their parking space 
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and 1:01 p.ia, before they finally were 
observed leaving the lot. (It is to be noted 
that th e envelopes thev were carrying re sembled 



the oriel 



] 



I These envelopes 

were rurnisnea "one aeiegaijes to this Inter- 
Chapter Conference) , 



Dropped passengers at 11:56 a«in< 
entered hall* 



Passengers 



Grey Plymouth, 
on La .Cienega. 



Parked in front at 12:40 p.m* 
Driver entered hall. 



This car stopped in front at 11:57 a.m. and 
then drove on south and around the comer 
parking behind the hall. At 12:01 p.m. two 
short women, one dressed In a browii suit 
and the other in a green suit^ walked from this 
parked car and entered. the hall. 

At 12:06 p.m. the male driver of this car 
dropped one female passenger who entered the 
hall, This was a grey Pontiac Bonneville. 

The car, a Plymouth was parked in front of 
the hall prior to 12:45 p.m. At 12:45 p.m. 
a womein left the hall and entered this car 
and drove away^- south on La Gienega. 

This car a grey Corvair. It was parked 
directly in front of the hall in a one hour 
zone, for over an hour. It was not noted if 
the occupauits of this automobile entered the 
hall* 



Agents notes covering the above observations, and 
containing some additional descriptive information about 
most of the cars mentioned above will be maintained as an 
exhibit in the 1-A of 100-43513. 
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ACTION: 



Informant was thoroughly interviewed and could 
furnish no a dditional information, except to identify a 
photograph bl| I 

ins5~&tt6hd5d ^MB msstmg afta wna iKTg>aTOagT~' 



ixayjL uiivL? 



ph_bg 



waf 



In view of statements by 



I I It is recormnended that this case be 

reopenea m oraer ro advis e the Bureau of | I 



been co nducted 
I I however 



onf" 



1 Wn ar.tlvis 1nveflr.1gflr.lQn naa evei^ 



[ 



ere ai'e eeveraj. aucveraive I'Ci ei'eiiue» uu 
the indices of this office; the*ref ore, it|-J-a__ _ 

nfifif^ file he QDened nrJ J 



nflRg 



umenaed "chat a 100= 
land the file onT 



l/lidl/ L.ii.c .rm..L'C5a.i. 



Recommend both 



vir±j^^rv 



be opened\aa^ 



uiaj/uy 'advised ol[ 



cases be assigned the 



The following names are being Indexed to this memo: 



'be 

b7C 
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Infor^fnantion copies of this memo are being sent to 
Charlotte, Hew York and San Franciscb as it contains 
infbiination regarding hart. qflMT^TffTpa 'Pf>a^Hpn•^■ of Flat Rockj 
North Carollha; GORE: an j | in the territories 

of the respective offices. 

All other necessary action in connection with this 
memo has been taken by the Writer* 
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Assemblyman Asks iaS^ 
Birch Society Inquiry I 

Will Introduce Resolution Requesting 
Atty. Gen. Kennedy to Start Action j 

i 

BY JERRY GILLAM, Times Sacramento Bureau t 

SACRAMENTO— The State Legislature today will be^ 
asked to request the U.S. attorney general to investi|ate 
the John Birch Society and determine if it is a.]suh-| 
versive, un-American organization. _^ — *- , 

Assemblyman Gordon H.ji"^ 
Winton Jr. (D-Merced) said^tpfctabiUty off oE this org; 
he will introduce a resolu 



tion asking Atty. Gen. Ken- 
nedy to conduct the probe 
and find out if the society 



ization. 

: |Vinton also disclosed tl|at! 
A^y. -Gen. Mosk intendedijtol 
ask for the same investi^a-, 



should be added to a masterpcn if the Legislature didi 

list of subversive groups op- ^'^'^ "^o ^"^^ \' ' 

erating in the United States.^ ' Mosk confii^med tlus^ re-^ 

"It frightens me," Winton'^ark by telephone and 

said of the ultra-right-wing P'^itited out that he sUlLwiIl:, 

organization that asserts ifi'eci^^est the U.S. attorneyf 

is organized to fight commu-:^cneral to look into the mat-S 

n^isj^^ rter if the lawmakers ask himi 

««««-■ « [to make such a request, de-i 

May Be More Dangerous jgpite the resolution, \ 

"The society may be more[ "If they want me to do it.j 

dangerous than communism^ will," Mosk said, 

""^n '^ H*'^^^ f^'*^-^'" ^°'i discussed With Brown 
ward anarchy or fascism m, 

the United States but I'm not! " ^-^ ^^^^ reported that he 

sure which," he added. h^^t with. Gov. Brown latel 

Winton said this danger is/^'^^s'^^i' afternoon to dis- 

even more pressing because' *^uss the activiQes of the so- 

the Birchers are "cloaked' ^'^^^-' ^^ Califoraia but mdv- 

with an aura of respectabil-^'t^ted any statement on this 

^y_" fmeetmg would have to come 

ffrom Brown's olnce. 

'1 have nothing specific to 

say at this time," Mosk said. 

The governor's office said 

that Brown only repeated 

his instructions to 'Mosk to 



He criticized charges by 
the society that former Pres- 
idents Roosevelt and Eisen- 
hower were tools of the Com- 
munists while holding the 
highest elective office in this 
country. 

The Democrat legislator 
said, "Any organization 
whose prime purpose is to 
destroy confidence in elected 
officials is dangerous." 

Praises Times Series 

Winton praised The 
Times' series on the Birch 
Society as "excellent" andf'a 
finJfe public service." jEe} 
stilted he thinks the articllesi 
"ajlerted the people by plui-i 
in^ some of the cloak of re-' 



■prepare a factual report on 
the .Birchers at this meeting. 
Meanwhile, Assemblyman 
John A. O'Connell (D-San 
Francisco) introduced an- 
other resolution Wednesday 
l/hat denounced the tacjdcs 
ijsed by the society in ||its 
sight against the 
ipisls. 



Text ot Kesoiution 

G K o 1 u tion. sSid*. 
j ''Wbereas, the John Birch 
{ Society is a.n organization 
[founded by Robert H. W. 
I Welch Jr., of Belmost, Mass., 
-for the alleged purpose of 
-combatting the influence of 
'communism in the 'United 
ij^tates; and — 

'j ''Whereas, the fostering of 
.■national loyalt}'- and patriot- 
lism is a worthy aim^ but] 
('some of the methods used 
;by the John Birch Soeietyj 
^are as un-American in thein 
Nvay as many employed by 
a ■ subversive organizatiori; 
,and — 

: "Whereas, the semi-secret 
j document entitled 'The PoU- 
jtician;' written and circulat- 
led by Robert Welch, is re- 
.plete with accusations and 
jinsinuations ihset various 
men in public office are de- 
liberately leading the United 
i Stales toward communism; 
j and-^ 

j •jfWhereas, it is e-^en 
Ichli i:fied Jti JThe_JPollt-icii,n: 

thftt former President EistP 
hower is a dedicated Com- 
munist agent, and that for 
mer Pt;esident Roosevelt 
was guilty of 'plain unadul- 
terated treason.' against the 
United States; and— 

"Whereas, such scurrilous;' 
and irrespon.?ible attacks are' 
to be deplored by clear- 
thinking Americans and con-, 
demned by ■ all those whcj 
hold the . cause of liberty 
truly dear; and-— | 

"Whereas, the John Birch 
Society has been unusually, 
acti^'e in California lately, iM 
tacking the methods, n|p-j 
tives, and morals of th(^e 
with whom it disa_greeg, a, 1-1 
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ll^'aj^s j^ the name^^^^^rei 

jj patrioxisni; 

"Now, therefore, he it re-i 
solved by the Assembly of; 
the State "of California, thatj 
the members . hereby de-j 
nounce the divisive^ coercive* 
and uji-American tactics ^m- 

i ployed. by the John Birch So- 
meiiy and its adherents." |7 
( Winton is included ainapg 
!:]4 co-authors who joinJed 
iJll'ConneiL in introducing tlis 
Jit"es^o]iit ion ..__._ , - 1— 



«• 



if 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM, miOED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO: SAC, L0S-ANGE3JSS (100-43513) PATE: 3/2T/61 

FROM: SA 



SUBJECT: 



WOMEN FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION (WLA) 
IS - C 
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SOURCE 



ACTIVITy 



RECEIVED 



AGENT 



LOCATION 



Who has rur- 
nlshed reli- 
able Informa- 
tion In the 
past and whose 
Identity should 
be concealed. 



Los Angeles 
Ct^apter Con- 
ference of WLA, 
3/11/61. 



3/16/61 writer 



ALLINFORMATIOf^Cn^!T/\(NED 
HERON IS UNCLASSlr IcD 

Informant furnished the following written report : 



"Date, March 11, I96I 

Place, Hope - La Oienga Bldg., 4ll N. La Cienga Blvd. 

Time, 10-30 A»M. - 3-30 P*M; 

Feature, Women For Legislative Action, Inter-Chapter 

Conference (WLA) , 
Guest Speaker - CQLBEHN BLEASE, Lobyist for Friends 

CotnmTttee* 
Sponsor,- WLA '^ 
Attendance,, 120, among those present were: 



cc: 1 - San Francisco 



- REGISTERED 
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1 00- 6900U- <g^/ 

Searched" ; Indexed 



Ser ia li ze a -Tym F iled 
MARCH ^[7rT96l 
FBI-;^ LOS ANGg^ES 
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CEt^/slp 
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"There were discussions and reports on current 
events from the different group leaders. Some one remarked 
that the economy of this country is In trouble, and that 
we are in a third recession since 19?^9* 

' "Bankrupcy is rising and we are suffering from 
a planned economy. 

"This could lead to war, 

"Someone quoted from ALLEN DULLES, 'We are committing 
economic and political suicide.' At this point LEAH I/DNDON 
interrupted by saying, 'That communist. • . 

"There were remarks: about the cost of keeping 
military forces abroad. ' 

"The labor management committee is not doing enougl:?.. 

"Automation replacing labor, which is very bad, 

"There should be good housing at low costs, 

"On the national scene, I^ellef Measure, H.R. 2-865, 
is a good bill, as it is for the relief for children of 
unemployed parents. 

"Good bill is Senate #1, which is aid to distressed 
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"areas but does not Include California. 

"^e unemployment Bill was Just passed, 

"^Hie food stamp plan. Proposed by President 
JOHN P. EENIJEDY, is a good plan. 

"There should be more money for teachers. 

"There should be loans made to students who 
want a college education but have, not enough money forit, 

"There should be more schools built as this gives 
more work to people, 

"JAMES ROOSEVELT., said there should be work for 
6,000,000, unemployed youth, at present ^ with 360,000 more 
coming up this year. 

"We should have 250,000 new Jobs created a year. 

"The aoutlGok for the future is not hopeful, 
because automation has a bad effect on unemployment. 

"There should be a billion dollar employmeat 
plan, housing, building etc. 

"We turned down a contract with Republic of 
China, which was Just signed by Canada, for thousands of 
dollars worth of merchandize. 

^^Govemor BROWN in his last speech did not 
mention unemployment, someone phoned his office & they 
mentioned the Shaw bill, which does not help unemployment, 

"We should have Free Trade with thie World, 

"JtJLIA SHERMAN said, 'The minority group, 
the percentage of unemployed Negroes is two to one of the 
unskilled workers.' 

" ' President iOENNEDy should make no discrimination 
of unskilled labor. ' 



labor. 



" 'The Unions favor white people as trainees for 



" 'We should encourage and give greater opportunity 
to Negroes_jthe opportunity for higher learning . • 
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"•Rpovlsions should be made to enoourageminority 
groups for a higher education and training, ' ^This .should 
be tied up with' education and employment and housing because 
many employers will not employ a worker who does not live 
within ten miles radius . • 

"'The Housing related to unemployment, Hawkins 
Bill A*B, 801, is a good bill, write your senator to 
support this Bill . ' 

"'We should boycott all Japanese goods.' 

"Mr. COLBAN BI£ASE, LobyLst for Friends Committee, 
remarked, that, welT planned and well written letters, 
were always read by Senators, Congressmen, etc, 

"There are several new bills introduced to date, 
one on Qivil Liberties & one on Capital Punishment. Los 
Arige3,e3 is a disaster area on Harcotics, and something should 
be done about it, but there are more alcoholics in San 
Francisco than there are drug addicts in Los Angeles. 

"The penalties on dope, and different kinds of 
drug addicts, should be considered and treated differently. 

"Senate Bill - #8l-82 - Shaw, Fishbetn and Kahan. 
Drug addicts should carry a card stating that they 
are drug addicts and if they move, they should report 
thfeir change of address to the Police Station. 

"Bad Bills - 205-208. 

"The Birch (JOHN) SOCIETy is a right wing 
movement and favors MC CARTHYISM, . it should be stopped, 

"There are two good bills on Public Schools - 
A.S. Bill 22 & 1559. 

"The Capital Punishment Bill AB-I507. 

"There are 33 in the death row at present* The 
District Attorney stepped up these cases to get cpnvictlons. 
Vote no. 

"The Loyalty Oath - Support. 

"Write Gov. BRQWH to support A.B. 80I. 
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"MARTHA MINDLIN, asked' ua to vote for the preseht 
membeiis of the Board of Education, RALPH E„ RICHARDSON and 
MARY TXNGLOPP and., HAROrC E, ORR. 

"She announced there would be a benefit dinner 
for FRANK WILKHJSON March l8, :6:30 at the First- 
tinltarlan Ghurieh, Cost $1.50. 

"She also announced- that Channel 13 on the TOM 
DtJGGAN Show would have the /Operation Abolition* showing 
of the Studmt Riots in San Francisco and asked those present 
to write to the sponsors & tell them what they thought 
of the manner in which tMs picture was misrepresented." 

ACTION : 

Informant was thoroughly interviewed and could 
add Nothing -further to the above," ■ .' 

'-. All necessary action in connection with this 
memo has been taken by the writer. 



memo: 



The following names are being, indexed to this 
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March 17, 1961 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Just a word of encouragement and appreci- 
ation for the fine work you are doing for our countiy* Being 
a mere member of the John Birch Society which is under 
attack from our "liberal'' friends I realize more clearly the 
difficulties and, yes, heartaches you have been through. I 
hope you will have strength axid spirit to carry on. 

We hive a small book store in a nearby com- 
munity carrying quite a bit of anti-communist literature and 
I should like to ask for 10 copies of your FBI Law Enforce- 
ment Bulletin, March 1960, or other material that might 
help in the cause of a Free America. (They have your book) 



With Sincere Best Wishes 



h 






nm 



JS-Xi5iU^ 



m 
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March 28, 1961 



Deal 



Your letter of March 17, 1961, was received 
during the absence of Mr. Hoover from Washington, and I 
am acknowledging It for him. I know he will appieclate your 
generous comments. 

With regard to your request, I must advise 
that our supply of the publication you mentioned Is exhausted. 

Sincerely yours, 



Helen \V . Gand 
Secretary 



ii,. - Los Angeles - Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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TO :SAC, LOS ANGELES l^^ ^(^a^-'y 



FROM : SA 



date: 3/2i^/6l 
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subject: YC .jG AMERICANS FOR FREEDOM 
i; Vormation Concerning 



On 3/2U/6][ 



Aivised as follows : He is attefflptine t» form a group lr|_ 



I California 



to be known as the "loun^ Americans for Freedom"- This grouj has as its 
Sole purpose the coaibating of Comminism and ppsaerving democracy. He 



T 



furnished the attached sheets v.iich have to do with the organi Elation 
and structure of this group, 

i^nti nnPrt t.hnfJ 

jnagie j h ^d arranged to havef 



speak at 



T hfi ^ate for thfi speech w fiw gndrionlv ^-^ay^/^flTlprl hir 

d I talked to j I 

sell* 



as to the reason for the cancellation, she was advised 

oy mm to give up her ant.i-^nmmij nlgt afftivit.lftfi a nd that there would 
be no anti-Coaanunist speakers al | | at least during the 

remainder of this year, (LIHUS PAULING spoke there about three weeks 
ago). 



y tated that| 

John SLrch Society and has been connected withf 



1 



in the past. He stated that he was calling on xnis oiiace lo atquaini; 
the FH vdth hie activities and to advise of his willingness to co- 
operate with the FB-^ to the fullest extent at all times* 



1 
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ssembly's Planned 
Hearing Fizzles Into 



Birch 
Echo 



SACRAMENTO (UPI) — 
Aiiserabiy attacks on the ul- 
U'a-consen'ative John Birch 
Society evapoi-'atecl today 
without so much as a hiss. 

The lower chamber rules 
committee had set the stage 
for a full dress hearing on 
two resolutions attacking 
the right-wing group, and 
IM even investigated the 
pbssibiUty of moving its bi- 
V eekly session to a larger 
cjfmmittee room. 

Til en, suddenly ... 



Committee Chai rm an 
Augustus P. Hawkins (D-Los 
Angeles) told a reporter that 
he was going to suggest the 
two resolutions be with- 
drawn, 

''THEY HAVEN-'T got the 
votes to get the resolutions 
out of committee," Hawkins 
said, 

Hawkins spoke to both 
authors — Assemblymen 
Gordon I.. Winton (D-Mer- 
ced) and John A. O'Connell 
(D-San Francisco) — and 
then announced the commit- 



tee hearing was postponed 
indefinitely. 

'■'Does this mean they go,' 
the bottom of the box?" he! 
was asked. (Putting a bill at! 
the bottom of the box is one I 
way o£ killing it in the Legis- 
lature. It takes a major ef- 
fort to get it up for consider- 
ation again.) 

"Yes," Hawkins answered, 
"although we may take 
them up at a later date.'"' 

NEITHER assemblyman 
was anxious to comment on 
the sudden action postpon- 
ing or perhaps even killing 
their resolutions. Winton 
conceded that he didn't have 
enough votes to get his meas- 
ure out of committee and 
said he saw no point in pur- 
suing a losing cause. 

But the society faces an in- 
vestigation by the state Sen- 
ata Committee on Un-Ameri- 
taii Activities. Chairman 
Hugh Burns (D-Fresno) ^an-| 
noj'unced last week that]' he^ 
w 6 u 1 d call hearings this 
summer to investigate jthel 
society. . . .A -'' 
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Row on 
Society 

\THE PROS AND CONS— 
Rep. Hiestand deiends the 
Birch Society and reveals he 
is a member ... Governor 
Brown speaks in opposition 
. . . NAM tells censure of 
group — see stories — A-4, 

WASHINGTON, March 31 
(AP) — Criticism in Con- 
'gress and elsewhere of the 
John Birch Society 
brought a cry today from a 
member — who also sits in 
Congress — that Commu- 
nists are promoting; a 
"smear" of the ultra-right-: 
|ist organization. 
i Even as a Justice Depart-- 
ment spokesman said the So- 
ciety's activities are a matter 
of concern there, Rep, Edgar 
W. Hiestand, Republican of 
California, called a news con- 
ference and declared: 

"My advice is for people 

not to sound off before they 

have all the facts." 
Before talking with report 
ers, Hiestand, who disclosed 
yesterday his affiliation with 
the Society, had a telephone 
conversation with its foxinder, 
Robert H. W. Welch jr., of 
Belmont, Mass. 

Welch is a retired candy 
maker who founded the* so 
ciaty in 1948. His persdba' 
targets include former Piiesi, 
den| Dwight D. Eisenhawei 
I and Chief Justice Earl War 
ren. Welch has called Eisen 



ly under Welch. He referred' 
to Welch as "the founder" in! 
all references to him during; 
the [news conference. \ \ 

Hiestand described lihe 
society members as ^Mo- 
lent, emphatic, dedicated ' 
anti-Communists'* but con- 
tended that not more than 
i 2- per cent "might be con- . 

sidered extremists." . 
; He said growing criticism 
of the group ana public fig-! 
ures was part of a "pro-Com- 
munist smear" and was proof 
of- the society's success in 
ifighting Communism.^ 
; IN BACKGROUND 

I in response to a question, 
he said he was unable to 
identity any Communists 
among those who were critl-' 
cizing the society. 

"But they are in the back-, 
grround of the smear," he 
added. 

Hiestand said the major 
aim of the society, is to 
spread information about the 
Communist conspiracy^ 
through letters to . Congress- 
men and ot:ier methods. 

Another " congressman. Rep. 
Gordon H. Scherer, Ijiepublican 
of Ohio, said he Is not a mem- 
ber of the Society but has 
"looked favorably on this or- 
ganization." 

T>„„j.«i„4. « i^, 7-ar-i Scherer expressed this view 

Roudselot, Republican of (^1^ a letter to Rep. Leslie C. 
ifornla, as another membei^oiArends of Illinois, assistant 
Cong?-ess active m the' societJoop leader in the House. 
and said I am quite sure scherer, a member of the 
there are others. ' House Committee on TJn-Amer- 

in response to .questions lean Activities, told a reporter 
Hiestand said of -the. society; that Arends had asked him 

1. He doesn't know-how for a fill-in on the Society. 

It has now, but the goal is ^-^ „^^, ^ . ^ . , 
100,000 members this year. ^ ^It'sXthe Society's) mem 

2. He has been "in- bership is composed of con 



0w|f a Red and says Warren 
shoi|ld be impeached. 
OUT OF CONTEXT 

Hiestand said he did ndt 
igree with .WRlch as to Else 
.lower or Warren 

But, he said, the remarks 
ibout Eisenhower had "been 
nade several years ago and 
jvere taken out of context" by 
;hose now. quoting them. 

Hiestand said there were 
ilso other society policy state- 
nents he disagreed with, biit 

; "I choose to stay because 
the society as a whole is a i 
98 per cent dedicated ariti- I 
Commuhist group. To. me it , 
would seem to have a bet^ 
ter chance of Successful, | 
achievement than any bl i 
the other sound and fine ' 
patriotic groups of which 
I Know." 

Hiestand, when disclosing 
his own membership yester- 
day, had said there were other 
members of Congress in the 
society but did not name 
them. . 

To<Slay, he named Rep. Jonbi 



I formed'* there are several 
society chapters in Wash- 
ington, but doesn't "know 
the facts" as to that 

3. The society is not a 

secret one but the identity 

of members is kept confl* 

denttial to protect them, for 

"pet^ecution and attack.'? 

Hi^tand said he belongs to^ 

the fhome" chapter of me 

SQciety which he describedJ.a& 



s e t va 1 1 T e s and anttCom- 
munists/ahd it is a basically 
pro-Aiherican organization,'* { 
^cherer w^pte. 

;**In Cincinnati (Scherer's 1 
home c|ty) many bf our 
outstanding citizens are 
members . of the local chap- 



jElumber of members i of: 
Cbjdgcess have urged inve^ti- 
gaj.ions of.the Birch Sociefe^'s 
[actiirities. There have been 
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rconjress, carried out chiefJy 
thrWigh letters to other organi. 
|zatj>ns ana Individuals. | 

•tjie public denunciation! of 
ItheJgroup by Congress mani' 
per? have tended to foAis, 
ihov^ever, on Welch's ex- 
pressed suspicions of the pa-' 
triolism of Eisenhower, War- 
ren and numerous other na- 
tional figures. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

T.ie statement- that the- 
group's activities are a mat: 
^r.of concern to Atty. G^n. 

'Jtert F. Kennedy was made 
bir the Justice Department 



sgbkesman in response to 
inquiry as to v/hether the De- 
partment planned any ac- 
tion. He would not elaborate 
land there was no direct 
statement from Kennedy. 

Heads of various congres- 
sional investigating commit- 
tees heard calls from some 
of their colleagues yesterday 
for investigations of the Birch 
Society. But there was no 
indication, that any of the 
committees was inclined to 
leap into ah inquiry. 

Rep. Francis E. ■ Walter, 
Democrat of Pennsylvania, 
chairman of the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities, questioned that his 
committee had authority to 
launch such an invesigation. 
He made the point that the 
complaints he has received 
have been against what the 
complainants regarded as i 
slurs and libelis of individuals 

not complaints of activities, 
against the government. 

The recourse by individuals 
against slander Is in the' 
courts, Walter noted. 
I Legal authorities feel the 
activities of the Society pose 
a real constitutional problem, 
stemming from the guaran- 
tees of freedom of speech. 

Thus, the extremely cau- 
tious approach to possible 
federal investigations. 

The Supreme Court has 
held the constitutional, guar- 
antee in this field is not all- 
inclusive, having stated that 
the freedom does not extend 
to scrying a false fire almrm 
in Ja crowded theater. f 

m relation to libel, the i'ed- 
leral government has no direct 
concern, since this is a matter 
usually threshed out in _ a 



damage action brought by al 
private Individual or groupfof 
individuals. 

Ai" special problem appears 
to |e posed at the Justice pe- 
paiftment, which has the diial 
prime responsibilities for pro- 
tecting the internal security 
of the country and also seeing 
to it that ail citizens enjoy 
the freedoms guaranteed -.by 
the constitution, '■ including 
the freedom of speech. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hop 
ver spoke out today against 
"reckless charges" and "vigl 
lahte action" in a signed e^i 
torial' in the FBI law enfcrce 
mertt bulletin. 



rverdiaiidt mention 
JohiJl Birch Society, and 
spokesmen declined commenl 
on whether the society was ar. 
intended target. Hoover wrote; 
, "The job of curtailing and 
containing Conununism is 
one for legally constituted 
authorities with the stead- 
fast- co-operation of every 
loyal citizen. 

"This is neither the time 
for inaction nor vigilante 
action ... 

"Attributing every adver- 
sity to Communism is not 
only irrational, but con* 
tributes to hysteria and fos- 
ters groundless fears . . ." 
The society is named for a 
Baptist missionary who served 
as an army intelligence officer 
in the Far East in Woirld War 11. 
The society says Birch was 
feilied-'-by Chinese Commun- 
ists. J0„. days' after the end of 
the war. 

Sen. Thomas J. Dodd, Dem- 
ocrat of Connecticut, told a 
reporter he would ask the 
senate internal Security Sub- 
committee to investigate the 
society and its leaders. Dodd 
joined Sen. Thoma's Kuchel, 
Republican of California, in 
denouncing the organization 
'3?esterday in-the Senate. 

Dodd, a member of the sub- 
committee who often serves 
as its acting chairman, is one 
of the Senate's most out- 
spoke anti-Communists, n 

Kuffhel said Welch has c'alW'd 
Eisenhower "a card-carry iij.g 
Coimnimist," and that this lis 
"a fantastic and increditne 
libe.l:^' 



"«Good God " Kucnei said, 
"Should the American Pj^o- 
plf permit this kind of 
sdieen to be poured on;\ a 
mln who has dedicated gs 
whole life to freedom?" He 
said Chief Justice Earl War- 
ren was "another great 
American" the society has 
tried to besmirch. 

ASKS APOLOGY 

Kuchel; who has been 
attacked by the society him- 
self, said welch should be 
called before a Senate com- 
mittee and asked the basis 
for "these miserable charges." 

The committee, he said, 
shi)uld "make him apolog;ize,i 
not alone to Eisenhower toid 

W^ren, but to the peopl^rof 
thip country." ^ 

Dodd said Welch's charges 
against Eisenhower, Warren, 
former- Presidents^ Franklin 
D. -Roosevelt and Harry S. 
Truman and others are "an 
affront to both decency and 
intelligence." 

: Sen. James o. Eastland,; 
Democrat of Mississippi, chair-! 
man of the internal Security' 
Subcommittee, said he had 
not So far been asked to in-! 
vestigate the Birch Society. 

In Boston, Co.l. Lawrence 
Blinker,- a director of the 
Binph -Society, -was asked 
ab(iiut - the - Welch- cmxge 




against Eisentiower in 
radio interview. 

Bunker, a Boston lawyer; 
and onetime aide to Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur, said "the 
article, or the letter, which; 
has been widely quoted about; 
Dwight D.- ' Eisenhower, was 
written by Mr. Welch long 
before the society was organ- 
ized. It was' circulated confi- 
dentially to a very limited 
number of people. . 

"It was never Intended 
for publication and has iSot 
b^JOine . a .part, of jhe 
solciety's , documents |or 
ptjblicatibns, as far aft I 
know." 



Bunker also was a^ed! 
ah^ut the demand forpn- 
pel^chment . of Warren, jHe! 
rei^lied: . „ .. J . , j 

"That is a weU-docu* 
mented statement which 
has occupied a good deal of 
space in a number of the 
club's bulletins, or the so- 
ciety's bull e tin Sj ^nd I 
would not want to go into 
any p^u*tilcular detail other 
than to say that it seems, to 
%t thoroughly substantiated 
».s a prop05iti6n, and tet' 
winly designed to bring to 
ti|e notice of the American 
people, ? 



BELMONT, Mass., March i 
31 (UPR—The John Birch 
Society had no comment 
today on a series of critical 
reports. 

A spokesman for Robert 
Welch, founder and leader 
of the arch-conservative 
anti • Communist organiza- 
tion headquartered at his 
home .here, said he was 
"not available" to newsmen 
and would have "no com- 
ment at tbjs time.'? 

Welcli's -spokesman re- 
fused to comment on criti- 
cism by the National Asso- 
ciation of. Manufacturers, a 
Justice Department state, 
ment that the society had 
become "a matter of con- 
cern," and criticism s by 
Sens. Thomas J, Dodd, Demo- 
crat of Connecticut, and 
Thomas H. Kuchel, Republi- 
can of California. 
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U.S. May Probe i 
Birch Society 

Cal. Rep. Hiestand Defends 
Membership in Organization 

BY PAUL WEEKS, Mirror Washington Bureau ' 

.«i^f.^^^^.F9^-^.^"^"^^ Department spokesman 
said today the John Birch Society has become a "mat- 
|ter of concern to the attorney general " 

Asked if th^ department planned "any actioo, the 

?j:fesman sajd: -^ , > 

^j^growing nu mber of in quiHes which the Justi 
Demrtment has received 




labofc the John Birch ^ 

Jciety has made it a mattic 

of concern to the attomjj? 

general." ■ » ' 

') He declined to go beyond 
i that* brief statement. There 
was no direct comment from 
jAtty. Gen. Robert Kennedy. 
I Amid rising controversy 
over the ultra-conservative 
society. Rep. Edgar Hie- 
stand, California Republican 
ifrom Altadena, defended his 
||merabership. But he said he 
iwill not subscribe to any 
.'movement to impeach Chief 
i Justice Warren, 

"I see nothing that would 
indicate the organization ia 
in favor of dictatorship, Fas- 
icism 01'^ subversion, Hie- 
[Stand said. "It is a group of 
'dedicated patriots fighting 
I; communism — is that bad?" 
Hiestand said that "mar- 
bt a half dozen congre|B- 
en" are members of tjia 
.society, "but I couldn't tell 
ytu off-hand who they ar^" 
'Rep. Rousselot (R-Cal.) 
iSald he once was an honor- 



ary mem beroTThe group l|ut 
didh't know if he still is cjn- 
sidfered an active member. 

IN THE SENATE Thurs, 
day, Sen. Kuchel (R-Cal.) 
urged that body to investi- 
gate the John Birch Society. 

He accused Welch of a 
"fantastic and incredible 
libel" for charging that for- 
mer President Eisenhower 
was "a card-carrying Com- 
munist." 

Sen. Dodd (D-Conn.), vice 
chairman of the Senate lln- 
terjial Security Commitfee. 



joined KucheVs denunq 
tio 

DODD'S challenge of the 
organization -^^ame as. a: sur- 
prise because his committee 
had ■. been answering- in- 
iquiries about the society 
jwith a form. letter saying it 
appears to be a patriotic oi*- 
ganization fighting commu- 

Inism. . '. ■ '- 

I Me|intime, in the Hoi^e, 
;Rep. fleuss (D-Wis.) said 1l|he 
Housl Un-American- Activ- 
ities ^committee chairm|in, 
.Rep._ Waiter (D-Pa.) had 



turned down his request to 
investigate the society: 

The National Assn. of 
Manufacturers disclosed to- 
dar it had, in efEectU cen- 
suled the society in a [board 
resolution adopted last Sep- 
tember. 

CHARLES SLIGH JR., 
executive vice president, said 
the three former NAM presi- 
dents listed as members of 
the council of the society 
I participated in drawing up 
^the NAM resolution, which 
was passed unanimously..-.- 

It affirnied the NAM's con- 
fidence in, Eisenhower and 
said the organization "doeS; 
not and will, not Icnowinglyi 
'be associated with any in- 
dividual or -be a>party to any 
Organization that questions 
the loyalty and integrity of 
iPresident Eisenhower." 

HIESTAND, who said he 
was besieged for further in- 
formation about his mem- 
ibership after he revealed it 
'Thursday, told The Mirror 
:he has "been a dues-paying' 
member "since late 195S or; 
.early 1959," which costs him) 
~$2 a month. '^v; ■. i. 

"It's not a secret; ,OrgiiAl-. 
zation — as far as 1*151 ccfet-;! 
cerned," he said. *::■ ■ ';-'."i 
Hiestand sent a memoran^ 
dum to some of hisidgislai 
tife friends on Capfim^Hilli 
ufging them not to ,;*^s&uhd 
of about the sociecy until, 
ylju have the facts."^ 
THE 'MEMO went on Jo 



say that "you may look fool- 
ish^ when the facts ace in. 
Any anti-Communist p&rson 
or i roup, getting to the point 
,whjre it hurts, is subj^ict to 
sm^ar, unfounded chirees ■ 
hes and vilification," . . 

"A ,Iot of, fine, people 
around the country have at- 
tacked the society on the 
basis of misinformation 
about it," he said. . 

"The charges of the found- 
er (Robert Welch) are now 
bemg called the beliefs of 
the society/' said Hiestand. 
What the founder said 
'years before the society was 
I formed doesn't necessarily 
reflect the aims or objectives 
of the society or its- members 
now." 

Hiestand added that he 
doesn't "have to subscribe 
to the founder's beliefs or 
the society's in entirety, any 
more than I would subscribe 
to n the whole Republican 
Pajty platform or to ailfee-, 
pubhcans' behefs.".- | , | 
Jle said he has niver 
served as an officer in\he 
organization. 



ON C^N' 
HERFJN iS UNCLAS biriED 

PAT F ^-^'U ^mj^fftMsum. 





Hiesfcffid Defen 





jLe+ter to Solbns Tells 
iWhy He is Member 

r, '. . ' " , Special to Neratd-Express 

I WASHINGTOI^ ^arch 31— Rep. Edgar W. 
Hiesttandj Altadena, today reyeyled he is a member fbf 
the John Birch Society. *^ha 



HUAC, the Senate 
Rep. Hiestand, California i coidmittee on internal & 



Republican, stated: *'. . . I 
am heartily back of the 
society, for what it is — a 
group of dedicated, patH- 
otic, anti-Communists, fight- 
ing the Commwnist -con* 
spiracy. . . ." ; 

Hiestand's membership be- 
came public with disclosurie 
of a confidential letter Yie; 
sent to some congressional 
colleagues. The letter fonsws: 
"CONFIDENTIAL 



ity.ljoe McCarthy and the 
FBI. --^ 

"'True, the founder made 
some charges privately— long 
before the society was formed 
—but the pro-Commies, tak- 
ing some out of context, are 
trying to hang that on the 
society* 

•:The Daily Worker, during 
the McCarthy squabble, had 
this to say, 'There is no such 
thing as the Communist 
menace.', The People's World, 
Communist press organ on 
the West Coast, last month 



:'*SS)Ear Colleague: ' - 

'"Dont sound off-until you, ^'Z^Z17 i"Z'"'^^'r^^Z."Z'ln 
laiim the facts. You may look. S'' f ^ ^°^l^^^ ' ""^^^^ 
ftft^^h, .when thp "facts '-Are, "^^thod of organizmg and 
H?om!' ^^*^^'^' founder Welch as 'absolute 

The John Birch Society is ^°S^*l^,i^Vv?"^^^-'. , , 
purely voluntary {unlike un- ^"FACT: The society has 
ions) anyone can joln-or re- ^^^ers. not -cells/ 
sign "FACT: The society is a 

'?idon't agree with every- ^°"P ^^ ^^ged Individual. 
th^^.the founder has said or is^' ^ ^ l^now them, andiwil] 
donfe, or says or -does, any- ^^ ^^^^ arbitrary ott'-r: 
m^re 'than I agree 'with all *rdm anyone. Cries of 'dicta 
E^ifeblicans do or say. • to Jhip' and -TEtfciSm' aif in. 

fSbwever, i' am heartily cofrect, If not ludicrous! For 
baci&'Of the society, for what _ example, Welch wrate-in.the 
It^^a group of dedicated, f 
patrfbtic, anti-Communists, i 
fighting the Communist con-' 
, spiracy by advocating less 
go'Vernment, . more .responsi- 
bility and a better world. 

'^Any anti-communist per-: 
■sod or group getting to the 
point where it hurts, Is su'>- 
jei^ I to smear, imfoundedj 
charges, lies and vilificatpni 
(ndta House un-Amencan kc-; 
tivltijs committee). The cJiti-| 
clsm' of 'methods' reminds 
you of the charges against] 



Peoember, I960. society buUe-j 
tin| ■ , ■ .,■ ^ : ■ -j 

"(■ , . .■ Let us repeat here our^ 
frequent warning; &o{ not' 
carry out any of our requests' 
which are disapproved by 
your, own conscience ... We 
do riot .want anybody, ever, 
to .^0- anything for the John^ 
Bireh^Bociety which he or she 
does riot earnestly want to do.; 

^These, then, are glimpses' 
of t^e other side. Let r-*^ surge 
youl — do not speak j ou^ 
against any, patriotic orptoi-; 
zatifen until the facts zi^^ m. 
Thanks." 
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UNITED STATES gWS^IMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



ASAC W. M. ALEEAHDER 



date: 3/31/61 



FRON. : SAC w. G. SIMON 
subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



Re memo of SA 



dated 3/31/61. 



Bureau. He^atatld th^t'wr 'm^^Tl^ ^\^^^ ^^ t;he 

what has happened la t^t thf \f ^^^f^^* ^^ explained that 
the 4/1/61 issurof th^Lw L?or^f^^ editorial in 

out the need for American! \f^^^*^^^®^^ Bulletin pointing 
movement and polntl^ mTfh° ""^^^^tand the ComminiBt ^ 
action, ^e S?^ 6^v?ces Slvrt^'^JiJ^^^ ofll^lfLte 
have indicated that It rllera to Sf t^k^^?*^^^^^^^ and 



so 



infon»er° *™^^ ^^ Supervisor 



^^ fl'^.l^^^ be,ilm4at5fl_tfl_the Night 



aonnel on coiaplaint duty? ' 



(1) 

lOt-59001 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO I SA.C 



date: 



3-^1-61 



FROM 



b6 

b7C 



subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



calle 



I 



^ 

i 



In Just now /and In absence of SA I I ahe toid me^ 



that last evening ahe heard a radio dipatch { she thinks it 
waa KNX) Quoting JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, head of FBI, as charac- 
terizing the BIRCH SOCIETY as a vigilante -like group and that 
there there Ip Tir> rtiQ/»A ^n tvi^q country for an orgahlzatlon 

of this type, says both she and her husband 

heard the radio report again this morning over the news. 
She wanted to know if the report is correct. 

She Was advised that I had not heard the news dispatch 
and had no Information on the matter. 



It is notej^, however, thal|_ 



_- __ , , ^ I in the SI room 

advises she hea,9j(4ub9tabtially the same news report over KFWB 
7 oclock news- 3 



/*'Af. 



HE8EIN !S UNCi.ASSirlEO 



J 



imz:EhMh^^ 



5EAHCHED_4~-*.iNDEXE^?— -^— 
SERIAUZED-^^ILED/^^ 



^m 31t9ol 

FBI - LOS AW6ELES 
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Welch Denies Calling 
Eisenhower Communist 

Birch Society Founder Says Opinion Was 
Expressed in Private, Confidential L etter 



BELMONT, Mass. m — 
Robert Welch, founder of 
the ultra-rightist John Birch 
Society, denied Friday that 
he ever called former Presi- 
dent Eisenhowej* a "card- 
carrying Communist." 

When asked in an inter- 
view whether he ever did 
view Mr. Eisenhower as a 
Red agent, he replied: 

"I never had that opinion, 
I never thought it then with 
firmness enough to publish 
it or to say it in public and 
1 don't today." 

Comment Asked 

The latter exchange came 
when a reporter asked him 
to comment on the following 
statement published in a 
book comprising what Welch 
calls a "private confidential 
letter written years ago": 

"But my firm belief that 
D wight Eisenhower is a 
dedicated, conscious agent of 
the Communist conspiracy 
is based on an accumulation 
of detailed evidence so ex- 
tensive and so palpable that 
it seems to me to put this 
conviction beyond any rea- 
sonable doubt." 

The book— or letter— also 
describes former Presidents 
Truman and Roosevelt and 
the late Secretary of State 
Dulles as tools of commu- 
nism. When asked about this 
he told a reporter he had 
said "they were being used 
by the Communists— I never 
said they were Communists , 
and I don't say it itov^/— -■ J 
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Issued Statenj^uiL. 



, The interview with Welch, 
in the headquarters of the 
Birch Society here, took 
place after he issued a pre 
pared statement "offered as 
an effort to pierce . . . some 
of the incredible. :Eog of false- 
hood now being so widely 
circulated about me." 

Welch said iri the state- 
ment he does not think Ttu- 
man and Roosevelt were 
Communists "or sympathiz- 
ers in any way with ultimate 
Communist aims." 

Welch, a retired 61-year- 
old candy manufacturer, said 
"the John Birch Society is 
not, simply because we have 
sought to avoid publicity, 
thereby a secret organiza- 
tions ;i::-o— ■ 

Personal Opinion 

"Our objective has been to 
build strength and under- 
standing instead of creating 
noise," he said. "All of otir 
materials are wide open for 
anybody to purchase." 

Welch said "nowhere in 
my private or published 



writings have I levert.''^&ll$i 
former President^-i^enliow- 
er a 'card-carrying' Commu- 
nist" ^-" ^-^ ' -^ 
' But Welch sai4, '^^ 4^ 
write a "private confidential 
letter" some years ^go "in 
which I stated in the blunt 
language of a personal let 
ter some harsh pjersonal 
opinions of our then-FfeSi- 
dent. . . ." 

Bead by Founders 

He said that letter made it 
clear "that I had no quarrel 
with anybody who wished 
I to attribute hig (Eisenhow- 
ler's) actions simply to politi- 
ical opportunism." 
.. Welch said his letter was 
read by most of the men who 
founded the' Birch Society in 
1958 and was "specifically 
disavowed by the group as 
being no part of the material 
of belief of the John Birch 
Society in any way." 

Welch also said he made 
clear in a book he wrote that 
"I did not think either Roose 
velt or Truman were Com' 
munists or sympathizers in 
any way with ultimate Com 
munist aims." 

Intends to Continue 

As . to the society, Welch 
said: 

"Our only 'crime', is fight 
ing communism. And that 
we intend to continue until 
our side wins." 

Welch added the society 
has "broken no law, violated 
no moral principles, and has 
as a firmly-stated foundation 
of its program that even 
good ends never justify bad 
means." 

Referring in the interview 
to the "private confidential 
letter," Welch said he origi 
nally sent it to "a few 
friends." They asked for 
copies to be sent to others, 
he said, and added: 

"I kept adding to it and 
got more requests and the 
letter eventually grew to 80,- 
000 words. That is why the 
letter came to be called a 
book." 

Strong in California 

Welch declined to say how 
many members the society 
has. But he did say it is 
strongest in California, Tex- 
as, Arizona and Tennessee, 
and that it has no chapters 
at all in 15 states, including 
Pennsylvania. 

He said there are 25 "chap- 
ters" in Massachusetts, and 
that the society tried to keep 
a chapter at 10 to 20 mem- 
bers. ^"N^ ^ 

However, he^^^^id some- 
times they are larger. 
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^GLOR¥^-pQUBTED 

Birch Death 
Story Told by 
Broadcaster' 



BILLINGS, Mont. (UPI) 
A Billings broadcaster who 
served in China with John 
Birch eaid Saturday the 
namesake o£ the controver- 
sial ultra-conservative John 
Birch Society was no hero 
and did not die in glory. 

Joseph S. Sample, who 
was in the same Office of 
Strategic Services detach- 
ment as Birch when Birch 
met death at the hands of 
the Chinese Communists 10 
days after the end of World 
War II said Birch's brash 
manners probably led to his 
death. Sample is president 
of KOOK radio and TV in 
Billings. 

Sample recalled his as 
sociations with Birch in a 
story under his by-line in 
the "Weekly Yellowstone 
News." 

Name Selected 

Robert Welch, retired 
Massachusetts candy maker 
who founded and heads the 
John Birch Society chose 
the name because Birch was 
regarded as the first Amer- 
ican to die at the hands of 
the Chinese Reds after 
World War XL 

"Birch was a man with no 
particularly distinguishing 
characteristics — a little 
stiff, perhaps, with a not 
very high regaj^Jpr the Chi- 
nese, and somewhat self-im- 
portant, but nothing un- 



usUal," Saimple~r^lled. "If 
he h g^ stron g political con- 
vietions.nfflsy were not in 
evidence." 

In the summer of 1945, 
when civil war appeared in- 
evitable in China, Birch was 
assigned a mission in Cen- 
tral China, Sample said, Tlie 
small team consisted of a 
staff sergeant, radio opera- 
tor, interpreter and code 
clerk. 

Reds Disturbed 
"The mission should have 
been routine," Sample said, 
e:?cept that when it arrived 
af its designated area it was 
met by a force of Chinese 
Reds. 

"The Chinese were under- 
standably disturbed by what 
■ seemed to them an unwar- 
ranted intrusion into their 
area and demanded an ex- 
plantation. ) 

"Cap. Birch chose to at- 
tempt to bluff his way out of 
a difficult situation. Harsh 
wbrds led to insults, and in- 
sults to arrogance. Finally, 
in a fit of rage, the Chinese 
Coramuunist leader shot 
Birch. 

:''The remainder of the 
team was released and re- 
turned to Kunming after an 
arduous trip on foot whichi 
consumed several weeks. 
"The news of Birch's death 
created a sensation at OSS 
headquarters, primarily be- 
cause of the irony of his be- 
ing, killed after the war was 
over." 

Sample said the Birch mis- 
sion was not the first con- 
tact American farces had 
made with the Chinese Com- 
munists, nor was it the last. 
■"'While succeeding OSS 
teams were more careful in 
their dealings with the 
Chinese Communists," Sam- 
ple said, "there was no real 
objec t' Isaam in Birch's 
death and certainly ijo 
g* jry." 
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ircnMiety 
Chief Reauesis 




BELMONT, Mass. m — 
Robert Welch, founder of 
the controversial John Birch 
Society, disclosed Saturday 
he has asked the Senate In- 
ternal Security Subcommit- 
tee to investigate the organ- 
ization. 

Welch's secretary made 
public a night letter which 
I was wired Friday night to 
jSen. James 0. Eastland (D- 
iMiss.), subcommittee chair- 
' man. 

; In it Welch promised 
"none of our members will 
■plead the 5th Amendment" 
, and . asserted the society's 
/'only 'crime' is fighting com- 
imunism." 

Walch said in his wire to, 
Eastl^ind: k' 

"B^caiis.e of the charges^ 
now being so widely circulator 
ed about us, some of which i* 

For an account of John 
Birch's death, see Page 6, 
Section A. 



are extreme distortions of 
fact, and many of which are 
sheer fabrications, the John 
Birch Society respectfully 
requests an official investi- 
gation by the Senate Inter- 
nal Secur ity Riibn ommittpp 
of which you are chair- 
man ..." . . - - - 



limnMAjimcmmm 



"In the course of such an 
investigation we hope! to bej 
able to .present to your com- 
mittee, ' and through! your 
committee to the American 
people, the simple truth 
about tihe John Birch So- 
ciety . ; ." 

In Washington, Eastland 
told a Reporter he had re- 
ceived Welch's telegram and 
said, "I will take it up with 
the subcommittee as quickly 
as I can." 

Because Congress' is tak- 
ing an Easter recess, East- 
land said it might not be 
possible to hold a subcom- 
mittee meeting next week. 

Asked whether he person- 
ally favors an investigation 
of the society, Eastland said 
he didn't think it proper for 
him to express an opinion 
now. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERRMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



SAC 



SA 



^ 



1 nr rr;T,a t i o n C o n c g rn i n g V ^ 



On the nlFAit of [;/l/6l 
1 Santa 



•• 



date: 



k/3/ 



Al 



^'-^^_?{:_ \sei-0T^/j>^ 



b-'.V^tDayi: c^dj^'CUCt^ci; t h.6' W^ioer. — Tl 



bo 3„ i G V e d wo u.1 d b( 



uavitGQ ■z.ojiz, no n^ia mroKiation that he and 
of interest to the FBI. He stated that the I'oiiowinfi: inforriiation laast 
be contn.de red confidential and he was. assured that any d:i sclosures he 
furnished would be accepted in confidence by this bureau. 

He stated asTollow.q^ 





.■pf-p 



1" - J hn Bi re h So c i e ty (1 - 590,0 1 ) 
/ - i2;^=^^ (/do- CoyS^iT) ■ 
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-L o: .'o.notftc'. that tvo/,^T-0!..Ti-^p, not .col!|e ^-e a^r^roved, exist on 
the c'jiirpas^at UOSF, 'Cnc is' th?^ Free dor Oliit*' The.otli^r i 5^ ■8unta F■^^■^bapii' 
Stu(^' nt C:i v1 1, r5_be^ti6,n Cor-'-'lttce ... ,■ u?he Preedor* C3^ub anr^ea.r? to, be a 
conge ] ?va t1 trp rrnnr a-nrT ' fj or.. 1 1 g air:?- and objective a reference rrcy .be . rip^de; 
to SA I l/iTer'-o of recent date reflectiiip: .an Interview wi th 



at' the lat.ter' s request* 



i^ie.' Sa>-ta Barbara .Student Clv^i]. li be.rtle s . Gorn-ittee h^T.^ been 
act:!ia.(ft: jn pi eke tin:Q; .and passi np; out, anti -HCIIA li teraturc af Khovjinn-,8 of ■ 
the f lift 0-neratlon Aboli tion at local , high achC'Ols and, IICSF ■ durin.^ .the 
past three months* , This proup; fostered a talk . by Irv5 np- Hall , a me ir.be r 
o,f the Bay Area 'Stiident Conid'ttce fo.r the A bo 1 i 1 1 o n of , ^the ITo u e e Connittee 

^itie^r.^ X-t . ij3^ noted thall L^ubiect of 

1-lallVs talk v/as -made at 
auditorium 3/18/6I. The 
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advised that in 'view of the:- controversi*^!. natare_Qf_ 
j-h^ Tnhn Pi -nnh ^nr^i^tir s'nd >h^ j-un n tndrn.t s p' rP UP s mentioned he be i n , 



Rpp.t'1 i5.ea o± Lti<5 auuve un a ooui t^i^Mbi*! 'L 



felt that this bureau should be 
asis. . ■ ' ■ , 
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I 

' Clji^r Ci^^j»e«I ^^ AJ^EICAS OXTIIi^^ n UHI05 

Biig^ftn : *,#.,* iB«ai X thifi^ a gr«at <ieal of p©raoB.ally. 1 hare > 
fr<^l; s-eA^Gt tqr hi« abilities aj^td for his inteMed 
ooxitriititl^M 'i® 'otit coaamiaitx;- /^ow^veT, . I disag:r«e with . . 
hi© «&2l itti^y tixiiig^v It 1$ ABRAHAM lilSaOLiwtSlS. daief 

• l&r^ Xirija, it i« |Hl;^« to have you on the progrwi, ?h« 
r<faffloii fc'* WiriJi ii4«^ Saturday tkat I o^ught 

th9 Bern Huqatii* SfKow and Mr, Wiirln wsi© <ii,8ou»«ing' tii€ J'0H5 
BBtSGH ^mimJ vitii a ae«l»«r of that Society with Be.n 
pas^Rg ecim qu^stl erne along, ' and I th.dught it. wo\ild b« lise 
to ,har* Kr .. Wirin b*oJt. f or audieno^ so he could tell »y 
little group what h* thinks of tha JOHH BXt0H SOCIEET'' 

Viria t Vtll, I am glad tot^a here. You ihtrodu0«4 »e as Counsel 
©f the AQIrS $iad that ■ is tru4s ) it is a <30rr*ct introduction. 
I thliiit X ^ould aiplaiii that tha AOIftiF h 

th€t a^JSiSiH SOqiiefl and I can tall you what that position 
Is in » moiRtnt / but r am also w^afin^ another hat, aa it 
waraj X 6J» llar« ag a oitiisen. I har* my aim pars onal viaws . 
; wkioh ar« not th« viawa of the KOSM Vacauaa w« Ao not paa& 
;}u4gmant' onn fWis, or on any person ' a Tiew*--th|it was intended 
to/be «afflalfMat l^<>etitlou«v^om» fent M ti^ 
h«|fa I wilihaTife an opT?ortunity haf ore the tvening ie ovisr to 
tail you^ a« a- Git Igen ^hdaa one who has looked Into the 
Sooiety a iiitle felt, aiy riewa as to wiiat aort of an organi- 
sation , if you will j^rmit that* 

i)i taa. Why don*t you da that right a^w. 

More attfeyaralT* |ihd more dahgesfoua group than any otiier 
groU|! in th% United *^tatea, and whether or not it i a more 
iBiiVrarsiTa i|ii«n tij# Qjj^fiinunist Par^j^;. t haten^t 'i-asolred 
thlit d!fe%ate. imt in fiway erant^ I fij*d <»at 4h&sa things about 
the JBSV the spiritual andaotual leader i*, of cOuraer Mr. 
WEl^OE* fi« is yesjDoheihle for two publi^atlonsi ©ne 1^ a 
^la<?k >©ok and ^n* i^a a "blu© hook*-- fl^ev Msiek Boofe i» titled, 
*!5HS fQUflOlAM", ahd- the Blue Book is e«illed ^the 4lue Book:-: 
and It is the Bihlelof the JBS. . , ;■ : 

I hat'e liad a loek 4t the Blacik .B<M>k and^^^^C 
that Mr. Veloh is ^f thi^ view that when l-lr,. Eisenhower was 
preaident, the pr^^ilidenoy was oeoupied hy what Kr. Welch 
eallea *a dedi<>atad ^iniiund^t** . In : other woafds * !4r . Weloh 
damns,, 0Ondeims foj'iiifiaf ]?reaident Bisjanh^ 
anjj indeed goea f U3?*^*T .^nd, in his mind , ofdnvipte Mr . 
" 'i; \^^ of trea#©3ft* Haring done thia^ he also puts into / 

\ i|^e same olaas two for&er preaidents, Kr. 'Trtufiem and Hr. 
\^ .Eooeeteit* He puts in th^ .**«» jela^s ■ Sai^ . , v?<H*^:«^e glkj^felj^li . O* 
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Mr, t^lrin: 



iHigfltafi : 



Wirln: 
iKtggan: 

Virln: 



Duggan: 

Wlrini 

I>uggani 
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(ooTitinuin^) 

it ia utterly incTadl^* that an^ou* abort th* arerag* of 
•even or eight, anyone who is an acta 11; , would *aj th«8« 
things an 4 flay vhkX I am aljout to quote fpoa him; namely, 
that John if^oater ihillec and hia brother, Allen Bullae, who 
is head of the OlA, are GoiftBiunists. Sowj 1 think thiB tind 

of irr*spon»il>l« »mftaring of off let, high or lov, 
does a dlseerrioe to the Aneri can people, ^nd X dou*t llk« 
the uet of the word "suhverQive'* because uau&lly when we aaj 
suiDyerslT* v« Just mean that we disagree with the, view of 
gomftone elee, I think t tat ' s vhat HcOarthy did; when he 
didn't like th» riew of someone else,- he would call them 
OoraJBuniBte or certainly euhverf^ivos, so I have tried, in the 
past^ t& be dif?creet with the uee of the word .eubveraiTe and 
not oharfi* otherss in ter.ijs of tnat word-, l^ut it do^s seem 
to me that if thk?r9 is anytiing subversive, these views which 
X havff oipressed, as expressed' by Hr. Welch, are as aub- 
T»rsiT« afi I have heard, Kow, i'offi, do you think that )^# 
W«leli*8 judgsaent of the thrs© preBid^nts is fair? 

1 hav« r«ad th* Jilarfi: Booi andyou hav«n*t. ^^u gay you 
h^d a look at it and you had a looJc ^t it in ay office; 
that was thfj first that you had seen of it. I have read 
the ^ntir* booic a^id you say that h« clasaea Hooaev^lt and 
^i^ican with -f^ia«nhower, making th*iii Ooi.^muiiiatd, too. ^hat 
i» not 8«; h« eald thit -ttooBaVftlt wae duped; that he felt he 
oould U8« the OoBiinuhlatB but th« Coaayniate were using hiia, 
ahd WttiGh is not the only other who feels that :'008eTelt waa 
outwitted by the Ooaauniats. fraiaun he is more harsh vfith 
and he felansified^rixiaan as perhaps a icnoving dupe to this, 
what he r«f«ra to aa the "Coflwunist bosees". iJia^niiover — - 
Mr. W«ieh i* a moflt bitter n;an with -i^isenhowcr and with 
Marshall and with John ^ost^r .Duller and Allen iJulles, and 
so hia concluaiona— no, I don*t go along with them, 

H« do«a A(30U8« all of them as being guilty of treason. 

W«ll, he accuses-r-ln f30 raany words he acous«3 just one Bian 
of treaeon, and that ie Eisenhower , 

9o he really JUdgftQ JSiseniiower more heLrghly,nore ruthlessly 
than h« doea the others, becauee in terms of thg American 
political scene, he auppooes you, and 1 would agree that 
Roo !s«velt 19 mora lib«rai than I'tarahall and xruman, and 
that >Ir.. jiiC«nhower would be on tho oona«r\'atlve fend of tha 
political apeotrum. 

i would eay at tiia atari of the consttrVative end; I wouldn't 
say that Biaanhowar i« any kind of a dadioated coneervatlve. 

iiut you wouldtt^t call iiieenhowar a dedlcatad Oommunlet, ' 
would you? 

ITc^, 1 certainly wouldn't. J^ut in the booic, '''e^j^^ doe a 
coiapil«( a graat jramy faote and he draws thi# ^oiciusion froji 
the facts, whioh I thinK iti a bad cohal^wS^n,^ but at tha 
caKC ttinfihe doea present much in hi$ Wpi ,Ihe Politician" 
that. i3 Jjfcl^^^evofcln^. isome of -the appointjaeiitft that 
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Duggan: 



Wirin: 






Virint 



Bugg^n: 
Wlria: 



(eontiinuing) Ei8eniiow#r aod« and he traaes the Iobb of 
countries to the OoBmunist world, the eaat«rn Influence, 
eo there is e great deal of good in xho i'oliticiRii In the 
aaeemhlage cf theoe facts. Now, . I would imagine that 
• o^eone is j^oing t<> Isootle^ this book for. the geiieral 
puhlie eventually, d^n't you? 

1 would think so^ — I would aay this to you, ^oai, the last 
time I yas on on© of your shows X said quit© a^rioualy 
that you were one of the nOBt guhT«raive persons that I 
heye fcnown. I thlni: 1 ahould now say that X ^m chan^'^^'^ti 
icy aind "^-ery rapidly^*-- ! 

I'hat alarwa me--^. 

— ^that you are more teaperatfland more imd«r « tending and 
luore tolerant than — ^ 

^o, I h&T« a great respect for President Eisenhower, as 
a g«n«ral,a8 a president end, of course, I resent attacks 
hy other© upon him, tht Demo crate in the caunpaign, ero I 
e«© no renooh why I ghoul dn*t resent an attach by t^o^ert 
Welch upon him, tout the fact femfilns — now, I ssked you 
what you had ag«ln»t the Johii Birch i^ociety and instead of 
attacking the ^BS joxl attacked fiobfrt Welch and the book, 
"Jhe Politician", which is not the JBS. 

Very good; that is a good point. Tou ^'et 100;^ for that 
point 30 l*t Tce inoye on and discuss th« JB5* I find in 
the BLUK BOOK., and everyone aditits, that la memhers of the 
J BS admit t3aat the Blue Boo)r is the official book, and' 
what that hoolc does .is represent the purposes of the tJB6* 
I find in that hook which Mr, Welch prepared, that he 'says . 
that deaocracy ib ciereiy a deceptive phrase; a weapon of 
of doalagoguery and a perennial fraud* fJow, 1 think it is 
an irr^BponBible thing to live in a democracy; to live in a 
nation that ig dedicated to freedoia ^nd which is written 
in d«mooraci«B and then to organize a Bociety which, I think, 
on* has thelegal and const itvituinal right to do, a sooiety 
which ic haeed on the premise that deitocrapy 13 a fraud. 
1 think an organisation which ia anti-deaocratic ie an 
organisation to which no Anitfrican should /belong, and ^ am 
greatly distregaed that many Aaftricana are joining the JfiS. 

But don't you thizLk: that what he aeans hy that is that thie 
ia a repuhllc? 

Ho, I don*t think 30. As a aiatter of fact, I feei raore 
strongly^: — this appears on ?Age 159, out let me move along 
with my nior« aerious charges. As a matter of fact, ^Toni, I ,"'' 
think that a reasonably careful reading of thle Blue i^ook., . 
which is the Bible of the JBS, might very well lead on*,:; 
as it h*9 lead Hie, to the concluaion that the JBS ig^, -iTsGenti&ll; 
Saai orientated, and I say that for this reason. ,'**iruiing 
throijL^h the hook is the phrase — this is a hook 'written by or 
GonBieting of opeechea made by Ilr.V.'elch— running thru these 
apeechea in this book is an insietance by Hr. I'Telch, avowedly 
and openly stated, that he wants first the personal loyaltj^ 
of ^1 ^% .l»#l|ii#y?;*..M. til* >^BS--i?ej-»onal ioyslty to hia. J 



} 



Vlrim 



Wirlnc 



IHiggan 
Wlriu: 



(oontlnuing) this is 
thia iijv^itjtanae by i;ae 
himself. Ag a matter 
the book, thtre is th« 
ship and to dynamic le 
All Qt tiaese are th« w 
come frou Hitler *b phi 
of hie storm trooper?^ 
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oae of the halliaarjcs of iiitleri sal- 
top ttan of personal loyalty to 
of fact, again and *gB±n throughout 

xefereuce by^r. W^loh to leacier- 
adereiiip and to peraoGal l<iader3hip. 
ord» which come ffOBt >lienKaBipf , which 
loBophy or perirenal loyalty of all 
and all the ^Jt^raan people to hia. 



As a matter of fact , he aays and inuistB- upon there being 
direction froii. the top and ne is iht top iind he nays' th^re, 
will be cDiaplete and authoratablve^cpntrol at all levels, 
and ae : ig "the. one who exercises that authoratative coiit;rol. 
i'loreovor, 'Xoi.i,— and i will ha through wiL.h that phaae in -, 
jue"U a ::.Oiuenti 1 a.i not «i poychologist but 1 don*t think ■ " 
onff has to ho a psychologist to read in this hook — ^where ^^ir. 
Welch refers to hiB being a '^lixan on a. white horge"^— this la ■ 
the typical syinbol of faeoism— of a man on a horeie-^a white 
hor^e makes it aore glwaoroua, -L suppose, jiut it is a syiiibol 
of a Eian who wants a iaOvejRwnt which he controlo, and I think: 
Welch sees hiiiaself aa a m&n on a white hoT3€* A^id, uoreover, 
I aa troubled by this, that at ond point-^jnuyb^ a if'reudian 
ftlip^-and I an not a peychologiat — at on« point' Kelch saya 
he prefers Hitler to 3taliB, Sow^ of course, 1 prefer 
n«ither imd X do agree that ^talin iniled ..ueeia with tyranny 
and .teri^or^ but, after all, utalin did not send six iuilllon, 
Jews and incinerate them in ovena in -uU3aia--and Hitler did. 

How do you know? ■ 

^-i^ll, I disn't thlzik th«re ic acy olaiia-^ 

There' ie & claini that theipe ie anti-weraitieiu-- 

fhere is that claiu and i think: it has aliaoat b^en ooneedod 
by Khruahchev that the Jews have been dieoriminated agalnat 
a;iA have been jailed, but 1 don't think anyone really has 
olaimed that the Jews have be en- 
Let us ^,0 th^n to the **i;^yt9n*'( phonetic) i^07:^ct Massacre 
that waa -perpetrated by Gtalin's forces, i'hey may not have' 
been Jpiws but they were human bftlnge* 

1*«11, i a..: thinking in t^rma of the ovens of, wnich 

Hitler was 'responsible for. 

le thoT a dlfftrenc* b#tveen the mascacre and the i^-ayten 
loreat? 

1f»ll, 1 thinit that ■ iijtl*f*» trAataie&t of people vrae laore 
eer^re— iuore mithleffs, I rt-ally do* 

iJoh't you thinic th*t Khrushchsv'a nicknaaie of ''Ihe , Butcher" 

or tn« '^Hanginan of tJj» Ukraine"— do eon 't that signify eonething? 

— what ha did to the UlcrainiansV ' ■ 



mm 



Wirln: I ft|;reft that pei*hftps ttiere isnHuiucii profit in oomparlp^ 

or oontr^atlng KhruBohev vltii Hitler or -Stalin with Hitler, 
but I dp think a man shows his true sentiments when h^ 
sfays iie preiers iiitler. 

I>ttggan: Vhere did h^ h$l^ that? 

Vlrin; Tie said that oa p^see 64-65i ri^t at tue /bottoP- Of i^.64. 

'-^S^wa? { reading )/*l'ht fioet: terrible i-esult of tiie collapse of xli^ ■ 

TOQ'ii.of f&ith in which our morality vas built , is t>ie rise 
of th« CLiaorsl aan of ifhich the usual Goaiiiuni^t himself is 
the ;;>ost illustrative example, ^or an aaoral man like 
Stalin i3 itifihitely worse froiii tue paint of view of 
human itari an oiTilisation than the iiuaorel ghe ilke Hitler.. ■ 
An ismoral man ijaay lie, steaJ. and Ljirdor' with the worat of 
ther.i without any 36 eming limit or he ei tat ion, but it hurta 
his conscianoft. He Ib^ at least, susceptibi© to humanitarian 
or liiOral oon»ideration to 3 oJne, extent if thay ar$ preaented, 
CDgnitahtiy to ilira, inhere is eV*n a posBibllity alwayg that 
hf may som«tiBi« or. in eome way ra pent aad make what a^iiends 
he can for hia orims"* 

Vfrll , I don't »•«' how you could say that Hixler >ras ii^iorcil 
wh»n nis sina were bq gigantic in soop»; he would hare to he 
olae&lfied with i3t alia, hut h^ has taken a choice,,, 
(hoth 8p«ak: at once) 

Wirint Be aaye ha would rath«r have Hitler than -^tsilin. Well, I 
aupjKJse I ou^t not- Mty I would rather have Stalin than 
Hitler; J would. Just say J would rather have n»ithfer, 
iow, I have said that the Society is uasi-orientated 

Bug^ani Well, you said that—I don^t want you to think I have 

acoeptsd i%. , . : 

Wirin: So, I &i£L jufit speaking for myself, ai^self alone, X think 

that the Society, Hr. Welch and the >oci^ty, altho organized 
to coffibhit GoBialuniaa, actually apes th$ Gosiaiinist philosophy 
and also apes the Ootnmunis t jargon, OoBuaunist; phrases, and 
Adopt© them, and also adopt b voaiauniat "taetioi. A-nd I vail 
t«ll you why I think so — -we here refer to the Blue ^ok, 
: Again and a^ain thr*u^hout thia book, and' if you will excuse 
ffie for having a littl* secret fun at your. exi>en«e, 'i'oii,' I 
think I here i^ad the Blue Book a little aore oarefully than 

you hav«, so I hav* the advantage 0T»r you— - 

, *- .■ 

Ihiggan: Tou fiiijht have la&de aore notes-— 

Wljrin: I f*»l Very guilty for having a sense of advantage ov&r you. 

"kut I don *t think it ia a very Btron^ Advantage-— 



Buggan. Well J i will wiggle out 3Din«how- 



I 



m 
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Wlrln-t ¥ts, I aira sure-*-now, .then, fot inntance^ the "-^amaiuniat .il3* ■ 

til* piirasa' oftan tnat -what is needed is meiiibtfrs who are 
d«dieated to the OotmiiwulQti'erty and ta Couimuiiieia. As a 
■atter of tsLoii Xtenln nsed the p£iras« that a d«d^ Gated f*vf 
ojui do so arid eo, and W^lch Uf3ed tJae aamt phraea — -ae a 
natter of fact ^ on pa^c 66 iie quotes from X/«iitin witb. approval; 
agrees with li«nm ttiat it is ncceaBary to haVife a dftdicftted f«w 
and then ha ao«B on to sa^' that, what ia needed is that the 
daiu B'xRQ'd i^OClBxX have this dedicated few. And 1 notice tho 
word "laonolithlc'V- Robert Velch and the J/ilS warit a ii^o^iolithic 
S^atea. Unf ortuiiately, aoiLe yc^ars ago X wae an a^torne;/ in n 
prosecution hearing in- Los ^iigeles of a niimber oi Comi^iunists 
who Kere cjiarged with violating thfe federal 3i:.dth Act, and I 
appeared in their case beoauBs I felt that they were being 
procuted for an opinion, and that violated the ^'onstitution, 
IXit?i dentally, if >ir, ./elch coaea to I/O0 An^el^e, and if he 
is prosecuted for the view; whiah he has fjxpressed, either 
in the Blue i3ooJt or the BlaoJc Book, I will be pjad, and the 
AGLU will make it a point to make my eervices^ availabl* to 
him. on the saHic basis as, my oervicee were available in the 
int«r«9t <)f the oonatitution in- connection with' the rights 
of the Oommwniete, Ijetia? pasa that. 

iHlgganj 1 betchfi, he would get ■ somebody else, t.outh,- 

Wirini 5(ellj that ia up to hiiu* -^'ht^^*A,i'imes, neither .fascist or 

ComauJaiet, ir»lcoi/ted JAy a;^pefiring ae a friend of th» court 
in the cass wnich it had some yaars. a^o when it was c>h&rg«d 
witn th.e crime of conteiapt of coiirt* ■ Bat, 'in any ey«nty. 
as far as the John I3irch Society i^ concerned, it inaiats thmt 
it s iaonolithic bociety— oh, i wan (^.otna to tj ay that during 
this trial of tha Coaauniatg, I learned som« of thes« 
'^oTiimuni&t phr9»a« and do when I read the Blue Boole, b«lls 
rang in my head bec^ustt these same phraeee were Ijein^ 
r«'p»ated". 

As a raatter of fact , strangely' and Interestingly •m^ugh,^ 
I think that, Mr, Welch considere his group as a ffr*up 
dedicated to reyolution» becuaae he aajd, "Our dttertfiins^t ion 
to overthrow an entrenched tyranny I3 the very stuff out .of 
which revolutione, are iiiadi" « xuen I notice h^ urge^ that 
mei^bers of the ^B3 fori;^ fronta, big frontg, little fronts? » 
all kind of fronte, and you k now the word *front^ ie a 
Oosununiet word and it iij a Cpmiuuniet tactic. J% ie f^ettang 
persons! 'who avow a certain position fcut do not dieclos* 
that that is the position ,of the Gomffluniet larty, tma so 
he wants lio take a page froin the t^omunist book and he wants 
inembers qf the *JBS not to diacloae tha.t they are members 01 
the JB3' but to organic* different groups, pretending they are 
soiaething different fr 01: what they really aro. -^nd X muet 
Bay that I aa greatly offended by the etatement in this iilu^s 
Boole by Mr, *f*loh, that when appropriate, niemberB of tii« *JBS 
should resort to mean aad dirty taotics, 

iXiggainf He mentions one t&ctiC'*— a aeriea of questione— he says this 

ffi-ight l5e Jaeaii and diriy. This is an infinitive etateuent,, he a 
. doesn't tell theia to fee laean and dirty— *he just yays th^is typ^ 
i^J #1»aucifc,^ould be cMjan and dirty, ., (both epeaic at once) 



»?*„ r^ya; i-*;»»^ . 
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^irini H* eiicoyragoaand adviaeB tiie use of, tact ic 3 wtiicn lie 

adi!iits SLTft mean and dirty, ana he de lends i;j on the ground. 
that the ^oLuauniBt are meaner and dirtier and tner^l'ore it 
ie all right for hia ajnet meiil)«rs of his group to uae such 
tactios, I think that meanneaa and* dirtinesa belong in 
no AmericEli organisation, a^d, therefore, I ihinlc the t)B3, 
hecause of its 'tactics, " becauBe oi' tne i-ie'Cihods which it 
underta>;e3 to uae, condei^m^s itself as a group jiOt worthy 
of tVie, support of. Aiaer loans* And', iiioreover, he aaya.ne ie 
a fanatic on p&ge 170, and I thinK h« is. iiow,- x don*t 
count that ae too .^evere &Xi iiidlotment tticause I think we 
need fanatics in the sens* that we need persons who are 
devoted and dedicated and extraiiiista, 

Dugganj You used a Oommuhist word tnere* ."dedicated" 

(both Bveak at once. 

Wirin: I am using it in an Axnerican sense. 

I^uggan: And he was using it ae what— a Tugoelavlan sense, or 

, sorcethingi 

Wirin: H^ v/a a quoting/ hen in. 

Dugfi^n: All ri^ht, you were essentially quoting Lenin without 

U3ing. Lenin' 8 najne. You hold -^obert Welch suspect beoause 

ne 'uaea' 3one' Corumuniat riiethods? 

Wirin: Yes. 

Bu^;se^* vf ell, what J 6 the matter with adopting— you can't beat 

cucces3" — and the ■ t^'oiijiauniBte have been very successful with 
. various xhing8--you can't blina yourself to them and the 
fact that ths various methods that they ue« nave been , 
successful. *hat ia wrong with an ant i-Oomaiuiii at adopting 
feoiae of theae Jitethods. . 

Wirin: I'here are two answers. In the first place I really,, up to 
th* present time, hav« b«en making the point that the uBS 
is apeing th* tactics of th« orgainisation which i:b preeuniably 
opposes. 1 would agree that orainarily there is nothing 
wrong with using taotice of adversaLriea who are successful* 
On the other hand,, at times it becomes very important a., to 
the kind of tactics on« uses, i'or Instance, if you are a 
p*r»oa dedicattd t6 demooraoyi then you would not form an 
organiisatlon which ie opposed to democracy • I'his is what the 
JBS has done. 

Duggan: But you said at the beginning that you are not sure that the 
tiBS is' opposed to deiuooracy 01^ opposed to our for;^! of 
. . govern^nent. You a re mad at him for not, liking the word 
"democracy" 
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Wirint So, I think the .^TBS goes beyond that and says that we wil^ net ^ 
have parlmentarirjji i^etkoda; we will not hf^ye delsate, we, Vfill 

resort to ^hort ' cuta, ■ ; . • ■ 

XKiggan: Why doea he say that: 

Wirin: ' Because he thlriica thir. :i3 -a Uiore efficient' way or 4 o lug thin^^a. 

Du^gan; Hd alsu says- — h« takes in your arguntents while he. i» etatiny 

this by mentioning the fact' that it ie a' voluntary aaaocia-cion. ■ 

Virin: Oh, it is a volantari-^ a^jscciatiori. . . . 

I^S^aua: I'hcrft .0-3 i;o t'orce uaod to keep people in this organissatioii— they 
are there on a voliuitMry hasirr ano ii they <io aot like the way 
he rune this organ! ?;3t ion thf^y are free to leavd it* 

Vlrint . Ho alr-to makeg it clear in the Blue iiook that' if there is anyone 
in the orgimi nation whose riewe or policiea or activitieB he 
disapproves of, he has the authority to remove, that pf*rson from 
the crf^anisation, 

Duggan: Wtli, what is wrong Vith that" 

Wirin: Vf«ll, j. think tJiis, is diet tvtorsUip; autocracy. - 

Buggvii JBut here ,1b a voliui'^ary ortjaniaation heaaed. by a rutin wJio 

■ realises that opposition to. ^-^oiimuniaa muet he foroeful and 
dynamic ant^^. needs d^-namlc leadership, and, as he points out, A, 
liiu^loh of debating societiQ&, quarreling aruong theiasel^res, are 
.aot going to defeat Ooiamitziigiii, and that hao heen proven hy th« 
rise of OoAiuaui-iieii in the world..' r^hat they need ie a willtant 
Tore e mid that can only he dcn'e by restridtionn on the 
aGtiYities of the, ueiabers of this voluntary group. 

Wirin: t«ry well stated, torn, but 1 disagree with you for this reason* 
,If one Relieves that dempcr^cy is superior to and laora 4»fiirabl4 
than to totalatarianian or autocracy, then one wuat praotic* 
what he preaches and icruat have deinocrady in all organisations, 
and further, an or^aniaatl on which ia totalatarlan, which ie 
"ba^ed on dieoiplinei which ia based on leadersnip, ■ wnich has all 
■ the hjallniarks of a Nasi organlsationt hae no placa in a defiio- 
cratio free society. 

I>uggan; It doesn't have the hallEiaxka becauB* it is vcrluntary. Ihere is 
no threat of forea or riolei^ca. ihis i« somathing that s?et."ple 
go theiisclrea to fr«^ly or they can tak; themselvte away from 
freely. And ;just as he aaye— you felXed aliiyut a monolitnic group 
thut it i» and thia bUaineaa of beinf noaolitnic,; and he pointa 
out that and he states thee*- thinga--^x believe it is right here: 
"So let's look at the job iteclf. If 1 were the man on the 
White Horse on our 3ld» in this war" --and he calls it a war-- 
"which ie still political and educational rather than aiilltary; 
if I had sufficient reaourceft arailable and ^uffjcient accepted 
authority over one million dedicated Rupporter^ out of at least 
fife times that number of militant ant i-Coipjriunists who are already 
■ , «nrolled in or contributing to hxxndrcds of ineffectual freedor: 
. ; , ; "j^oup*^^. eo that I, could coordinate the activities of that one 

.. ^ '' ^■/■/■**--i^iJ|f0i3^^ .fiOJBe d«Rree ,of-i?t*±tiTeu»«a tlfioiej 
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Duggan: (cojitinuing) , ftpproaehlng the coordination by the Coaiaruni at 3 oi' 
thtir i»«Diber 8 and fallow travelers J if I vera rc^ognleed as the 
leadftr f OT the sake of poaitiv*nen9 &nd direction", , .thatls the 
only reason J^e lit th« leader, . •"and coordination of effort and 
r»eouro«g and still h&T« the dedicated advice, counsel, help and 
organiBifig ability and executive know-how offered by the (imintell) 
men in America againat th* stauhch antl-OommuniBtft whou. I cCuld 
gather around me — if I had this kind of realiatio force with which 
to fight the Communists, her© are some of the things 1 would do" 

So, here he again aaye h© wants to be the head of the organization 
but he iaaedlately Itemises what he wai^ta around him and he tells 
why thi» la* 

¥irin: Let ae aafc you thle question; euppose ^i^, Welch wore aucaea«ful 

Xn thie objective and he had, first the laillion followera, and he 
had the white horae, which is juflt a ayifibol of pother and authority, 
and this organitatipn were ooiapletely under hia control, aad it is 
an organization which apparefitly does not belioTe in the deao- 
oratlc method, don*t you think it vould be a real danger to 
American democracy to leave that much power with one man? 

Duggan: Why do you nay it does not Relieve in the defflocratic method; 

it believes in the aethoAi of a free country, it believeB in the 
Republic — the reason he tolkp about (Jemooraoy ie beeauee he waats 
leas gorernaent and more reapoheibility for citieena. 

Wirini On pftge 61 he saya, "B^t whenever difference* of opinion become , 
translated into a laolc of loyal support, we ehall have ahortcuts 
for eliainatlnn both without going through ^iny Oon^rese of 00- 
called democratic prooesses** , 

Sow, of course, this is ^u©t one sentence in a book of 200 
pagee and you could eay it was torn from context^ but when you 
take this, phrase, along with other j^rases, you co?ae— I come to 
the conclueion that he has a complete conteiapt for deaoo rati c 
proceasee. 

3)uggau: Tour concluaione, I would say, are Just about as wild as Velch*s 
are in 5he Politician/ Tou taike a faot here andafsct there aiid . 
suddenly Weioh is a fascist, and he t^fcee a fact here and a faot 
there and aakes/Bieenhower a Ooiamxinist. Tcu are Just as bad in 
your reasoning as Welch was la the Poiitiolan, becauee you were 
taking a couple of thing* and because of a suspicion, because he 
used a word such as "dedicated", becauee he adrooatee organising 
organisations of special pleader (ph) group*, then isifflediately 
he i« adoptiAg Oojtueunist sethods and he is a tasclAt* 

Wirin: X don't feel too bad about your aayiug that because 1 think you 
klada admire Hr, Welch, and if you assooiate me with iir. Welch, 
then you admire ae, and this is all right with ae, 

^8S*ni I didn't aay you were walking hand in hand down the garden path 
©r anything like that.* 

Wirint lou do aorta have an admiration for this man,., 

Jjtei^lCn:^ ,^i ye^,--aot the man on the white horse, but J^^obert Welch, the 
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Wiria; l^mll, I lik* its candy, too, )Dut I don*t lifce hie hormm 

Duggaoi: (sutt«r a cowiQrotal) Thin i» Mr» A.L.Wirinf ifi:K«o. 3«cy of ttift 
A*«rlQan Oiril llbertifto Onion. Howerer, his opinion on the 
•CohH Birch Society ie hit ovn as a priVAttt citizen *nd do not 
repre««at th« AGIAJ— ^th«y take no position as I unAersrtarid it. . 

Virin: L»t ae explaiutxat, 2om. Ion know th^t politic aily I cell 

• Itself ft liberiil dtmoorat. In any event, I am a follower of 
John^* Kennedy Aixd I try to follow one of his praoticea Bad 
that i« of not weitrin^ a hat. 3ut tonight I &sr weerlng two 
h,at»i one of appearing here as a citizen critioizing the JBS 
and the other had as counsel of the AG1>U» Sow, I think you tiave 
gotten the iBipresoion *iir eady, have you not, that X don't agree 
100^ with the JSS* In Fact, I am a little critioal of this 
■ group V ■ ' 

Duggan: By the way, Have you ever taken a puhlic stand against any 
CoffiauBist organiEations for their anti-Americanism? 

Viriai Veil— ah— all right, ^ will answer your guestion. The AOLU 
hae a rule that no aeiaher of any Kasi or GbJimiunist Party may 
hold office in the AGLU or hare any position of control or 
responaihility, eo the ACLV has taken an anti-Coomunist 
pOBitioB on the bajois that ^JomaruniBte do not heliere in free 
■peech for areryone and we do, 

3Xiggani I ftean you, parao&ally; hare you ever ooae out flat-footed 

a^ainat the GonuHUBiot moTement or any society that was deojared 
eubreralTe by the Atty. i>eheral^e offioe, oay the Progressive 
©arty? 

Wirin: How jnet a ainute— in thefirat place I, pereonally? and the ACLU, 
we both of u» fire very much opposed to any authority in the 
Atty. General or any other government agency dee i gnat ing any 
organization ae ^^omsctunlst, eiAhver^ive or otherwise, "because we 
think thia ia a form of govemnent eeneorahip and governaient 
, , control over opinion. HemeAber when we debated some time ago I 
«aid I thought no government agency ehould h^ve the authority to 
condaHin your Tiawft, aXtho I pcreonally oondeifined thea, and I 
thin^ Aaerieans have the right to condemn each others viewe. 

I^ggan: 3)idn*t X eee somewhere in the paper where you were all for an 
Inveatiaation of the JBS^ 

Wirin- ?fo, on the contrary—the positioiv of the ACLU ie that we oppose 
an invest igat ion by governmsntal agencies ' of the JBS on the same 
basia that we oppose an inreetigation fey any governmental agenoy 
of any Bociety, because thia ia a form of goverriuental inter- 
vention or intrueion into pt*tvate organisation and private 
aeaoclation and private opinion* 

Du^jfam: lou don't fe^l that the government has a right to invent i gate 

organisations who«e activities might be detrimental to the laest 
interest of the United State*? 

Wirini Tou state my position eo acQurately 

IHii^an.: You don* t Ijeli eye they should inveetigate? 
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ViriAi I think thut ab lf>ng as an organiaatlon coaiaitB no riolenq« 

aad thferi^ i» no olain :tiiat the JBS hac; so long &e an organi- 
euiLtion doeenH inc^t^ to viclenc*, aad 1;her« is no claim that 
the J^ has*, ftQ long as it just has »tupid and ^ejagerous views, 
of vfeioli the JBS hft^eplfSinty. » • 

Dufiitaii: Yo^ liaireu*t enamerat^d W./*» 

Wifin; Ko, this ia i«y vi«w thou^, that lap to ths-t point there should 
b* Jio i^terlerahce tjy i; or er nine at fil authority, because once a 
goverBaeat agency und«:fetai;ea to paea upon th« aftrits of the 
Tiew» of an orgwilBation, then it diacoura^aa indlviduale from 
arriTin^ «t their vi«ir« uniiapeded and Uncoerc«d "by govermuents. 
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Vlrin : 



Wirini 

l^ggan: 

VlrlBi 



ViriJi: 



Viriai 
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T»», hut tha Biition has tha right to etiAQt eaeurity lavs, 
hasn't it? 

Of Goursa. , 

3!h«n the investigatory power of th^ Congress ie necessary 
In ordwr that they can enact laws which will protect the 
co-LLEitr*y* 

Well, Cocgresa ittay investigate situations where there ia 
incitement to Tioleneej where there is xiiGiteniQiit t6 dis- 
order, or yhere there i» Tiolation of law. Short of that,, we 
feel that vougxese should not have the authority by 
coercire proceeees to coMpell a peraoft to dlacloee his Yiewe. 



Vtli, they dcjii*tf 
3th a^endaent. 



A person Jias a perfect rit;;ht to take the 



Well, here IB our position oa the JBS.*, 

Tou. say *'©iir" position, . . 

Xhe AC X*H --while Tiany of us in the AGLt0, or most of ue* 
pereoaally frown upon and look with dlBtastft upon the t lews 
of the JBS, ae we uaderetand thenti we try to take eeriously 
Voltaire 'fi adiiionition that one muat , even If one hateB another *b 
view©, one waat fi^t with hip life to protect the right to 
expreaa the», and so we e^y the JB5 has the same right to 
expreaa ita vlewg as doee the L.A.Tlaies, as does '-Poa IX^giran', 
as does the Cojnmuniat l*arty. That la quite a group, i^em'^ It? 

You have me sahwiched in between a good pair, haven't you? 

.'fall, you are in l?ad eoapany that th^t is not the firet tiae. 

Well, 'that ie ;.oeeible • How, you are a lawyer and a very 
able lawyer and yc?u pr«par« your caaes wellj but hero you have 
said that you have not iiiv-«8ti|[ated the JBS thoroughly. You 
haven't read "The Politi&lan" , you say he haft written two 
booJca; well aotually he hae written more books. 

Wy dear friend, you b»|taa ^ie prograa by saying that the 
Black Boo>:, the Folitioiaa, i« not j>art of the lexicon or the 
Bible ©f the JB3..,( both apeak) 

I a^ aur^iaed that you haven't Ihveetlgated this society 
^ore^^^ttLoro^ghly before you ^publicly criticiz* it, 
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WiiSn ; I am a little surprised at you because I thou^^t that you» "by 
thie time, would have been convinced theiti have iiade a fairly 
o^reful study and now if 1 havens, let me go on and try to 
dtmonstrate it. 

Duggan; Tou har* tead the booic, that la all, % x,h*t way, ^UQt one 

thirty, you fcnow that tSenator Jo» XioCarthy was a friend of mine 
amd you mentioned.,* 

Virin: You can*t help that, of course. 

i>ug6an; So, 1 ai^ very proud of it. 

Wirin: V/ell, I am not* 

Dufegan: Senator Joe wae a magnificant roan; a dedicated waerican. .• 

Wirin: Yee, dedicated to his ideas pt Aaericaniea* 

I^ggani But, anyvay, tho thing ±b th^t you aeat ion in there was that 
HoO; rthy^ if Someone disagreed with hiia he would call that 
person a Oomiauniet. ifive *e an example. 

Vlrin: V/ell-a-a-ah, well, did I say it as loosely as that? 

Ihiggan: lee, as loosely as that, ihat ia why 1 was trying to tigiit en 
, it up a bit . 

Virin: /'tell, if 1 did then I ediiiit I would lik» to have tne record 

changed— 1 would li^e to express my present view, i think my 
dieag^e^.'nent witK McCarthy was that h^ was, to quick in ntaking 
charges of subvtreion aad treason without car q and without 
inTeatigation, too ; recklessly, ^ot instance » he atxaclcedtha 
Truman adminiatration as anti-JJeinocratic adminiatration, as an 
adHiinistrat ion baaed on treason, 

Duggan: Are you referring to that "20 years ^f treason"V 

Wirin: Ttfl. 

Ihiggan: Oah you quote me that whole speech that he made? 

Wirin; Oh, no, and be side el hayen't— — 

I>ugganj Because people have talcen that **2U Years of '£r«aeoii" — didn't 
h* iaean by th« Alger Hiss*, the riarry I^exter Whites , and auoh 
p«oj?leV . 

Wirin: He aeant by that that the denocratlc p^rty, throughout hia 

adiainiatration, had been guilty of treaeon. 

Dttggan: "20 Yt ars of l^reaaon" by oertein people... 
Virin: T«0 (both speak at once) 

iXig^an: Don't you think that the Alger Hiss actlYities were treaaon? 

Wirint Well, I can't be sure — ^there seems to be much doubt in iaany' 
quarters as to whether his conTictiuB waa proper,, aod I can't 
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Duggfljii Hare you read all tile' re Gords on Hiss? 
Virlni Ko, I havent - have you? 
DugganJ Oh, my coaH, yeg. ; 
Wirin: Then I would yield to you as an authority on, the subject, 

Duggan: 'e had 20 years of treason, or doggone clpse to it. i^o 

J'loQaTthj MS.S rightv, 

Wirin: I don*t icnow. 

XKxggan: And Annie Lee Moas; you rememt^r her* , 

Wirin: What about her? 

Duggan; Well, it was such a case vhere Senator 3tu Synington, th* 
5e>f Xork Tiraea, the Waohlngton f oat , and eTerybody, lit on 
McCarthy's baci: for asking her if she were a, Oomiaunist— ah* 
was a Jliegro government worker in V/ashingtonj and it has be*ii 
proven in the trial about two years ago, when the i^'fll files 
were' demanded and produced in court , that she had been a 
. card-carrying, dues-paying Oonjuiuniat and Sy Islington and the 

rest got nisid at i^cCarthy for atsJclng her if ehe were a 'GomiauniBt, 
and, by goeh if she waan*ti t \ 

Wirini Well^ for the one tlae McCarthy was right..* 

I>uggani Wfill, I showftd you a time when he was ri^ht ; show me a time 
when. he was wrong. . ' 

Wirin: I gave you the exanple of hia accusing the Deioocratic 
.AdtTiinist ration. , . -■ 

Duggan; And I gave, you the example that Al^yer His and Harry i)erter 
Vftilte were pirates*". 

Wirin: Does that malce the entire adir.inist-ati on treason because two 

persons were ... . 

I>uggan- Hot' two; there were many more. 

Wirin: "Well, not many laore, 

Duggan: '.^ven a fellow by the name' of I>ugg;an, a Stephen I^^gan— didn't 
he ;]ump put a window? 

Wirin: ' .Tom Ihiggan? 

DUggan: IJo, 'otephen. ' My grandfather ■ 3 iiame way Stephen but he was 
dead many years before that. 

Virin; In any event, l*oin, HcUarthy is d«ad and that ia that, and I aia 
not questioning his personal lifej but I do think there is a 
good deal of WeCarthyiaiB in thie Blue Book of the JBS which I 
oppose. Let me give you some exaroplee. 

Du*«^n; We will.have. some eiartiplerje of .^oOart'lyieEL,,whieh. sounds 
*^ very interesting ana.v§ry heaXtn/ ttj ma , but rir»t 

(cominereial) .. : . . ^^ 
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Virin: 






1 was going to say this; we are talJtlttg atout Senator KoCarthy, 
3»ja, Iftcyarithy 1)9 dsAd but MeCarthyl«m iiT«» on and th» JB3 
•zpTftoses tKe tradition and th« spirit and the tactics of 
Sen, hoOartliy end hoOarthylam. 

Vhiob, I consl^tr to be Aii«ricanliM. 

^eli, let's Bea now. 5!he JB3, in ite Blu© Book, flay a tJiAt thore 
is trtauon in the Pentagon. A^ a matter of fact, thie is mora 
8«ri©ue; this 1* a charge that even Beit. McOart&y wouldn't nnL^^e, 
R« fiaid there wa? treason becRueo titai^e vere Uoraaiuniats in the 
State Departidsnt, but Mr, Welch puts treason :^ight in th« 
Ptntagon where th© whole defense of oiir nation Is channelled. 

Don't you thini; it peasltlft tha,t there could be Gonuaunists. in 

uniforiaV ■" ■'■,■■■ 

It think it is utterly unlikely and there hae been no elaira by 
any rfeasonabl* psreon or any other person* .. . 

DidnH' Lc^*^ art hy start to investigate the tiilitsryv " ' ■ 

^"ell, no, certainly nc?t m the Pentagon, 

The lenta^on is aerely a nerve centt;r of the tiilitary force 
ana if you were invostigating part of the iBllitary, it would 
naturally affeet ih« iPentn^on, but don't you thinit it ie quite 
possible that there are a certain number of Communiets or 
peopls dedicated to the orerthrow of our couiatry in unif oris? 

Qh, there may be eom« persons ill unifor/a; that is to eay 
privates in the U.3, Ariay, but,,. 

How about i1a3Gr li^ureao' (. ph) 

Ihe Ilajor ia not of the Arny; haan't been in the Army- — , 

But he waej he waa a ?tajor, he wag not a private. 

He wa«n't at the Panta^cn; he wasn't at thg nerve center. 

But he va^ appointed— all ndvanctaenta in rank: would have to 
b« cleared thru the nerve center* 

In any event-^Oh, 1 see; so you agree that there la treaaon 

in the rentagon.- i 

I would say thea^e certainly is a possibility. Pidn't you eay that 

Ctjfcn. Stillwell was partial to the Comauniats. Bidn* you say that -J 

Ool. Garleon, of Carls on 'e .Raiders, wa^^, ultra liberal in his I 
views, "they were military, men. 

All right, I'oa, if you take this view then you shars- — 
1„ the first place,: the oBG doesn't say it is poaaible, it aays, . 
"tliere it Is'^^ai^d thie. ie a serious charge, it is a r»(?pou8ibl« 
jQjaar^e and X thihl^ a falne oharge. -he J33 ien'^ aatlfified to 
put treason in the Pentagon, i'. said th«re was tr^ftSQn in th« 
,i*o*i^ Bnergy Ooiamiseion under Admiral Strauaa. • /^ 

■■'^■i-> ■' '=■-■- ■ ' ■■■ ■ ' ' ■ ■ ■ " 

i?&§i£*'t-0'ppeL[heimer': under l-'trauBa? 



f 



-15- 



Virin: Ogpenheimex yae , , . • 

.(both 9JE>oak at once) 
ihAggac: otrausa vrasj tne o no who forced uiLi out . 

■ '"'ell, v/aen^t hi© "brother, ^rank— wasn • i, OppeiiheifJler 'e vife ■ 
ai one tiiae n Oojaroxuiijst ; wa»n*t S'rank a Co^aiiiunist.- Didn't 
u peaheivder adjalt tliat he lied to the offioera? 

W-^ria: Does, thau loake treason at the Atomic Bnergy ^onaission because 
one aan was accused*.* 

X)ugganf //ell, one of the top men In our Atoiiiic Sj^^rgy project v/aa 
i^ppeiiheitier* . : 

Vfirln: -.elX, I, say that you are 3yupath«^tiiJ wltij this pasiiioii. - . 

3>''Vrf;an; V'ellt i fi^"^- certainly not going to writ » It off . that ae 
eminent.: a m&n in sol^ntiflo circles as/ Oppenh€i:iQT^ , » 

Wirln: iJ'-'vf, the .J3o ^ayg In this ■ boolc that there ■ are tre^a^onous ^. ■ 

activiti^i? tiiroughout the whole operatxo?+ of the 'itoiiic J^nergy 
v\:t. AiTix 3 i3l on . Hoxi't you : think onsit l^i an over-stateL.eiit bHsed' 
on any standard of any kind? \ 

Duggan: ila^v^e you ever refitt the iiiveaui^atiori of the ^Ov,. ilasion oi' 
■ ' OppGiiheirter? 

Wlrifi: O^.peni'ieij.'^er' is one man against thouaancis,. . • 

Buggatnt ■"'?,it a laxnute, now^ It vjasii' fuppentieimer, it was hitj hrotiier,:' 

Prr_i'-h-'-it wp3 ptiople he p;<:ovecteci in the Ator.iic hViori^ p, o^ect, . 

Virin: Toji, do you a^ree that there are treasonous activities througn- , 
out the whola AtQ>;.ic ^^nergy Oommisaion? 

Duggan: X do ai^ree the.t thL-r« h^a been 

Wirin: . ilirougUoa'c tne vhole CoioiiiiasionV . 

Bu^gan: '*eli, certainly we l^at — ^didiv't^^.u^aia t^«t our atoiaio seoreta; 
didn't they get our heavy water (pii)—waua*t that teat^iiied to 
by i'iajor ti^rdon?- 

Virin: xhat didn'% conie iroc. th^' A^ oioic Energy Oomiaieaion. 

Dug^&n; V'<^11, it had to . coaie out from under it .* . 

Wirin: ■ All rii^ht.j 1 didn't convince you,.' 

Uuggan; j^.nd I didn't convincd you. X gave you a few jdore facta, though. 

¥lriu: iij tlievray, foja, you are u^liiiig Boiae very effective retorta to 
some of i.iy poirita. X do thini; that the vicve which yuu express 
qualify you treffieudoualy for the JB3. i"ou ought to chirxiJ. about 
that, ■ ...'■■ 

J>^ggftni I ^gIoiv. iio'the r%rin€ P"3m of the Airier ic an Legion in Jhioa^o; ■ 

it"y i.ae only ortiani2fetioj. x bclouti txi. jJh=e Only one that 1 hav« 
ev(&T belonged to in my life; 1 was aui Altar hoy and I havftn*t 
tclontiea to that for about 35 yeara^. 



Vlrin: Tour Toict is in good ehapc nov^/ 'IJom, with ite good renonfvrxt 
lo¥ pitch 

(bofn apeal: at once) 

Du^ga£i; i^ow,. 1 don*^, want; you to tliiiik there was anytUiriij. -wrorif^ witii 
the Altar Boyateoaiass the;^ had high pit oiied voices**. 

Wirin: ^ 1 never '3u^:gG at 6d such a t>;ying, of Gourse. X think -that 
aufcoonnciouBly i Just regret that 1 w^sn' t ari Alt^^r /JOy* 
Movf, let V» nee hov ciuch,.iOre o£ the .cardinal i'aith ot the 
vii-i you agree with. I diBa^^ree with the^Uo because they,' 
like iJen. >4cCarthy, bslw Co::Jixijai3tB in uiany pi&ces wiiere they 
were not; saw treasoa in many place a where thera certainly 
was non», an(^ .niade reckle^.s and irreoponHible charges about the 
prevalence of Co^amuniem 

Now the JBS is vorried alDopt GoETimjiliSri Id the churchec and it 
says that soBie Qf the (Jhurches actually use their pulpits to 
preach" out-right CorjjrLuniain. . Kow, I thiaii: this is an 
exaf^gorntion ^nd mo^e correctly, a Xalae. one. I?o you laiow 
of any ?rotestent or, Catholic Ohurch. were Ooi^-.\>J^i3i^:'is 
outrt^:htly and openly preacncd f rota the pulpit V ■ 

B^ggan: 'ilhat depends on what you nean by Couimujiiai^. Now you 7^G.:^ei;iher / 
the celebrated :/i6riual which .vvcrhed tiie enlist:ed : eD a^^ainR;;' 
indoctrination fron the churcuea, Xt was withdrav/n but, at . 
tue aatiC tiDo,. the Ghair:r.ah of the HCUA aaid that the >;9Jaual . 
was perfectly correct- But' if this was so, arid here is the. 
man viho was in charge of the housea' Insrestigatory ooimnittee 
on OoiiiiiLunism. , . , ;,.- 

Wirin: That is one of the reasons 1 am .opposed to tho KCUA 

I^^gaJi* -A-fid of course we hr:ve thi3 prateotant Bisaop in ^an i^r^ncisco 
who, . , . ■ 

tfirin*. You mean Bishop Pike — why, he ig a v«ry great lu^^. 

Duggan: ^^ry liberal,* 

Wirin: Of course, he is liberal-- Ahothapealt at once) 

Duggan: I donH efte how anyone could p^-rallel thft OonuauniBt line and be 

a ' ristlan ■ 

Vi . . . . 

Wirirk*. Tou cay he is a liberal, you don't say he, la ^'omEiunist , 

IXiggan: 1 aia saying that aoi.-ie ox his advocated policies are dangerous. , 

Virin: I think we are coning close to the difference '.^f opinion that 

X hare with th«^ JBS on one hand and with you on the other, and ■ 
that is the c^relensne^s ol the JBS. and you, too — '^ aay this 
in a ver*y friendly way- — are not distinguishing between liberallerj 
anl Comaiuniarii. 



'■*-"«*i^4!§33'?. It is hard L'o diatinguish,. , 



i 



Vlriia? 
Winn; 




Duff.gani 



Wirin: 



Virint 
Jiuggan; 

Wirln: 






But t>i» point Is, It ■ i? v«ry easy to dlatlnguisii i:f ojie 
\3,it(Jlertaices ta be oarel'ul and precioe, ajid^ juat beo^use a 
p^reon has a liberal view Is no indioafion that he ig a 
Voskmxnlet , . 

If h« is moving toward the same goal as th« Otji^aimlBt ami 
advootites the saug policies — in other words, ii' h<* act^ like ' 
a ti^er^ looicsllii;© a tiger, he isa tiger... 

i am quite put out vith th» JBS because of their position in 
the J^lue ByoK that, the ciril right* proJ«ct3' in th* iiouth,-.the 

opposition "to aagrogf^tion <iO]«o entirely from Co raru.hiate. ^h^^ 
is. — - the trouble in our ■^o^thtriiiJtates hag not beftn lomantGd 
elriont entirely by the Oonmunista* 

You aai . aiLnoBt~-.you know to r degree that it has been and. that 
the vjomiffunlata haye benefited by our unuaual ftocial etinctur* 
in the t^outh. 

I /jnov: that the Coamuniatc had virtually nothing to do with. th» 
oppositi(,>;L to «c^£r«!i;:ation end dlBcriTninatioh in the .v-outit. I 
know that is » Christian aoTsment of which i'^rtih iu-ehor jilng, 
vho Tfteli-feTca in non-Tlolence, not in violence, a follower of 
Mahsttma G-handi> hae been larfiely r ecponeible f or. 

>iartiu has travelled with a owe colorful people.,. ' 

Are you yelhtf facet itiOue?-—of dourse the a^vn ia colored. 

i dqn't mean that^ 1 mean colorful in a pinkish tin,ye--pixLlt: 
is the oolor i stm wori'iod about- not black. 

i'om> w* hav^. talked about the JB3 being dedicated to fight 
CoffiJttoaism. I thi.nk it is box fighting OoamuniSi- effectually 
beoause it is fighting Coraaunisxii dishonorably. 1 do have « 
cu^H«8tion ae to how to fi^t '-^ommunismj a eu'.gestion that X 
borrowed from J", idgar hoover, hs was asked how one could 
figjat Ooaiifluniaffi and he said, aiaon^^ other things #* "What iou 
Can-do to /ight CokEtuniwHi, . (i) i^ight blgotl^y. and prejudice 
w^er©Vf-:r ^herv apptar. Juatiea for all is the bulwark for ■ 
deuLoeracy (2; respsct faujMui dignity." 

i thmk T.hat is the way to fight OonutnialBM and that is the 
nmerican w^y. iom, I sui goija^ t© leave you. I had a very 

pleasant eT«ning« 

I'hanR; yon, very inuoh. l>ld I deport rayiielf? — how did 1 , 

liJieKplary. . .■, 

Vine- i:r. ■irin*;^^ /friends think 1 ?i3i sort of crude at tines 
and he fjehtionad that to. m« and J^aid 1 would eonduot myself 
like, e ^nelemanf : 'W^iile 1 don't agree with Mr. >irin and l' 
atori^t onraL for the ACLU^ I have a great respect for ii.- , >irin, 
I think hff' is a uost , able attoraey imd ha has the i^eat courage 
of his oonvict ions and in many cases ~th* convictioaas auiit be 
personally Lroubleeome to- hi-ft in, t#tV community if he can 
aroune.the' ^tl-g&thj .^''^^w-'^H$m^(^^ ■ ,'\-^,- 



«• 



«• 



Irch Socieft 

[idiciilous^' 

Bob Kennedy 

9. Senators* views conflict^ P» 

■4. " ■■■■•■- 



• Cardinal backs Birch, P. 20. 

WASHINGTON' tUPI)— Atty, 
Gen. Robert F. Kennedy said 
Thursday the conservative 
John Birch Society impeded 
the nation's fight against 
communism. 

But he told his first news 
conference there was no evi 
denoe that the group was con- 
trolled hy any outside influ 
ence or advocated violent 
overthrow of the Govern 
ment He called the society 
"ridiculous'* and "humorous." 

The society says its main 
purpose 'is to combat com 
munism. 

In his first public statement 
on the organizat!on> the Attor- 
ney General said the Justice 
Dept. had found no evidence 
that the group had violated 
any Federal law. 

PKBssed on how it arrived 
thiskanclusion, Kennedy si 
thepepartmentwas not invts 
U^ling the society "at the 
present time." He said it hid 
received some complaints: 
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Robert Kennedy CalJs 
Bjfrch Society Ridiculous 

Organization Hindering Fight Against 
Communism, Attorney General Beiieves 



Times Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON ^ A 1 1 y, 
Gen, Kennedy characterized 
tJie John Birch Society 
Thursday as ridiculous, hu- 
morous arid a hindrance in 
the fighf against commu- 
jmsm. 

i "I think they are ridicu- 
lous," the attorney general 
told his press conference 
when asked for his views on 



Other reports conceri l- 
ing Birch Society, Page 1 >, } 
Part 1. \ 

_- , f 



It was Kennedy's first pub- 
lic statement on the Birch^ 
Society and he said he didn't' 
know any society members 
personally. But from what 
he has read in the newspa-i 
pers, the -attorney general 
said he feels the organization 
is ".in the area of being Jiu- 
morous." f 

Under the Constituiion, 
Kennedy said, "peoplefcan 
say pretty much what xhey 
want," 



the controversial anti-Com-t 
munist organization, ', 

"I don't think anyonej 
should pay any attention to 
them," he added. "I don't 
think they make any contri- 
bution to the fight against 
communism in the United' 
States and if anything they,- 
are a hindrance." 

Kennedy, who was quoted 
by the Justice Department; 
last week as being concerned 
about the society, was asked 
if he planned an investiga-; 
tion of the ultra-conservativel 
group. _ '. 

■ No investigation is taking 
I place "at the present time,"j 
I Kennedy said. He added 
that the department has, no 
evifience that the'Societyiorf 
its pnembers have violaiedj 
anyT federal laws, that in is! 
conlrolled by any outade} 
countrj' or that it has advo-; 
cated overthrow of the gov-i 
ernment, i 
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Quit Soci 





That's Best Way to 
Sho>^ Good Sense, 
Says Sen. Humphrey 

-WASHINGTON (UPI) — 
Assistant Senate Democratic 
leader Hubert H. Humphrey | 
'(Minn.) said Thursday that 
members of the John Birch 
Society could demonstrate 
good sense by resigning 
from the organization. 

Replying to Arizona Re- 
publican Sen. Goldwater's 
statement that respected cit- 
izens, including members of 
Congress, belong to the anti- 
Communist organization, 
Humphrey said: 

"Some of the 'bT=st people'' 
praised Hitler and Musso- 
lini, too." 

Hart's View 

Sen. Philip A. Hart (D- 
Mich.), discussing demands 
by some for an investigation 
of the society, told a news, 
conference that Congress 
had a right to conduct such 
an inquiry. But he said con-' 
gressional investigations} 
posed the danger that "some-; 
one may fear to express ai 
veiw that is unpopular." 

Asked whether he consid- 
ered members of the society 
to be subversives. Hart sa d:| 

*' Insofar as they are ni tsj 
wh 3 ought to be watch( d,j 
ye^, Insofar as they posala! 
serious threat to our sur-l 
vivaL no" __ , _ - ' 



"The glare of publicity 

I wili show what the society 

is "'he said. "In its prelent 

composition, it is not a 

: thr|at." I 

Women Laud Stand 
Against Birch Group 

ENID, Okla. (/R— Methodist 
women of Oklahoma Thurs- 
day commended news pub- 
\ lications which have spoken 
j out against the controversial 
John Birch Society. 

A resolution unanimously 
adopted by the Women's 
Society of Christian Service 
of the Oklahoma Conference 
of the Methodist Church 
here also said "it gives us 
assurance to know that the 
Department of Justice is 
■ concerned with this organiza- 
tion." 
■ .; "We also affirm our faith 
in the patriotism of former 
President Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower and former President 
Harry Truman and members 
of the Supreme Court," the 
resolution added. 

Four State Church 
Group Assails Society 

HOUSTON ro— The four- 
state Texas Synod of the 
Evangelical and Reformed 
Church Thursday charged 
, the John Birch Society with 
helping to destroy democ- 
racy. 

A resolution adopted at the 
final session of the synod's 
■ three-day meeting said the 
right - wing society sows 
1 seeds of mutual distrust and 
; fear through false witness. 
I Techniques used by the so- 
ciety, the resolution said, are 
false to Christian ideals. 
Church members were ad- 
, vised to use extreme caution 
1 when invited to participate 
j in groups "purporting to be 
I patriotic but whose opera- 
tions in the name of saving 
der^Qcracy are aiding wi its 
, descruction." | 
'jjhe Texas Synod inc|udes 
Texas, New Mexico, Leuisi- 
^^najindJVIississippi. 
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These Days 

John Birch Society 

By George E. Sohql»ky 

I think that I wrote the , 
first article (Jan. 14) calling 
attention to the John Birch 
Society. 
Since then 
there has 
heen a ple- 
thora of dis- 
c u s s 1 n, 
some com- 
petent, some 
absurd. Let 
■us analyze 
the position 
with some 
objecUvity: '*'*' 

Any American citizen is 
free to organize an associa- ] 
tlon or express 1^ Ideas 
and to advocate his pur- 
poses. This is guaranteed , 
in the constitution. 

Mafia | 

However, no organization \ 
may be established to com- | 
: mit crime lUce the Malia, 

or to sell narcotics or over- 
. throw the government of 

the United states by force 

and violence. 
No accusations have been 

made against the John 

Birch Society v?hich. brings 

it within these categories. 
The worst crime this so- 
ciety is accused of having 

committed is that it is to 
! the right of Louis XIV. 

But is it a crime to ask j 
I whether these days bring ■ 
imore contentment than 
( those? 

1 disagree with the John 

Birch Society's campaign to 

impeach the chief justice. 

Earl Warren. 
1 wrote that it Is both 

strategically and tactically 

unsound and received a 

whale of a mail, couched in 

identical language, pitying 

me for being so wrong. 
if an organization wishes 

to have its members write 

letters to public men, who 
: can say them nay? 
I The public men do not 

have to read the letters; 

they may weigh them on 
, sc ales to see how many 

po'Sriu^tri^ mail Cmii^ir fr^n 

J^jsjme group, — - 



There Is no law which for- 
■blt^^jjitjaags to o rganize t o ] 
have an official impeaclied i 
by due process of the law. [ 

PossibilUy ; 

It is possible to believe | 
that those citizens are in- i 
' correct in their views and to ' 
i say so. 

But neither side to the ; 
controversy commits a ■ 
crime by being controver- i 
sial. 

As a matter of fact, this I 
! countxy would be improved ' 
' if more of us were contro- 
versial. 

We are not suffering from 
objectihg too much; ".we are ' 
suffering from too much ; 
conformity. 
Robert Welch, jr., who is 
] the founder of the John 
Birch Society, is opposed to 
Communism and believes 
that it is sound to fight fire 
' with fire. 

Most fire departments pre- 
fer to fight fire with water 
or with chemicals. 

Welch organized as he 
thinks the Communists or- 
ganize, namely by arranging j 
for small cells, often un- j 
known to each other. 

Communists do not or- 
ganize that way at all. it is ' 
the Soviet espionage organ- ! 
izations that are organized 
that way. 

No one can question 
Welch's sincerity or his de- 
sire to serve his country. 

How deeply he has studied 
Hegel, Darwin, Marx, En- 
gels, Lenin, Bukharin, Bern- 
stein, and the history of the 
18131 ppntHTy, I do not kn ow. 
He jumps at'conciuslons 
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nft^n 



sed on itjisanpllag- 

.erms. 



uon of 

Not Criminal 

But none bf this Isasj 
criminal as the treason of 

I the Communists and many 

. of their fellow-travelers. 
Bob Welch may not im-J 
derstand all of the devia-; 
tions and revisions of the | 

■ Social Democratic move-i 
ment or the synthesis Uiat 
Marx produced of Darwin, 

I . Hiixley, Hegel, Feuerbach 

I and Bakimln. 

It is not sound to believe 

: that everyone who dis- 
agrees, in 1061, after two 
world wars and a universal 
depression, with the eco-j 

' nomics of Mark Hanna is ai 

Communist. ^ i 

AS a matter of fact, con- j 

servatives who are firm be- ! 

, lievers, for instance, in tiiel 
free market, cannot find' 
one upon the face of the i 

. : earth. i 

Nevertheless, a man has ; 
the right, in this country, to 

; organize an association 

1 which recognizes the 

j status quo ante bellum As ' 

) preferable, Just as an; 

I architect may organize a j 
society to prefer Michel- : 

. angelo to Lloyd Wright or ' 
as a musician might organ- j 
ize a society to advocate j 
Stravinsky in preference | 
to Wagner. 

' Pnlilic Hearing 

Robert Welch jr. has re- ' 
quested a public hearing 
from a congressional com- ' 
mittee. ' ' 

The risk is that his as- i 
sociates may sound, like 
crackpots; the benefit is, 
that they will be able to 
state their case. 

Such a committee would 

ask Robert W ejch If he 

rcally-feg* ieves that ex-l¥esi' 

: dent Eisenhower is a Com- 

! munist. . -^ 
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Obviously, the forme r ; 
'*?rc^dssat iz not rcofflimi- 1 
nist; he Is a golfer. 

Nor can anyone say that < 
Jaclc Kennedy is a Commu- 
nist; he is a Roman Oatila-; 
ollc and a member of fha, 
Communist Party must be 
. an atheist, a believer. In. dii-i 
lectical materialism."" 

It is so easy to straighten; 
out msny of these things: 
by a definition of teniis. 

A Communist Is a person 
who accepts a clearly stated 
dogmatic set of sociological 
postulates. . j; 

Whoever does not accept' 
these postulates cannot be a 
Commwiist, no matter hov«: 
hard he tries or how violent- 
ly he is accused. 

Njlther ex-presldent 
enhqwer nor C h 1 e f Jus 
Earl|warren fits the spe 
catitjns. 

Copyriaht, 1?41, King F«4tures Syinf., 
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Better Answers to Communism 

An Editorial From fhe Christian Science Monitor 



Jljis understandable that 
many individuals desire a 
more active, personal part 
in combating world com- 
manism. But current de- 
mands for congressional 
investigation of an organi- 
zation wliose leader has 
charged three American 
I Presidents with being Red 
; tools underscore again the 
I pitfalls which beset the 
anti-Communist path. 

J. Edgar Hoover, who 
probably knows as much 
as any American about 
fighting communism, re- 
cently stated that the "job 
of curtailing and contain- 
ing communism is one for 
legally constituted author- 
ities with the steadfast co- 
opex'ation of every loyal 
citizen.' The FBI chief 
does not deny the individ- 
, ual a role but he warns 
. against "reckless charges" 
' and "vigilante action." 

The FBI has made good 
use of citizens who as un- 
dercover agents under its 
specific dh'ections infiltrat- 
ed and exposed Communist 
groups, But Mr. Hoover 
knows how the work of 
professionals can be ham- 
pered by reckless charges. 
False tips can divert the 
traakers, and continued 
miaaken "wolf, w o 1 i" 
' alamns create apathy. 

Alertness is urgently re- 
quired. Too few Americans 



are awake to the real na- 
ture of this evil. But ex- 
cessive fear breeds a re- 
j e c t i o n of democratic 
processes. It leads decent, 
honorable citizens to use 
dishonorable and authori- 
tarian means to combat 
the evils they fear. 

It too often fosters a to- 
talitarian, attitude which 
attacks everyone who will 
not fight communism in 
one prescribed way. It in- 
duces a self - defeating, 
self-righteous distrust and 
tearing down of men who 
lead freedom's cause in 
key sectors. 

Indeed it would be easy 
to conclude that such dam- 
age to a healthy America 
was planned in Moscow. 
And some thoughtful mod- 
erates will contend that 
this "radicalism of the 
right" splits, discredits 
and weakens the very 
forces in America which 
should be most effective in 
combating the -opposite 
extreme — that which in 
the name of "liberalism" 
often appears to be "greas- 
ing the Communist skids'* 
by moving toward sub- 
mergence of individual 
and local interests in a pa- 
ternalistic superstate. 

The core o£ totalitarian- 
ism is disregard for the in- 



dividual. The core of ree 
societies is concern for the 
individual This has its 
roots in religious teach- 
ings that man is the son of 
God. Persons who keep 
this distinction clear in 
their thought and action 
can indeed have an active 
and wisely effective part 
in combating communism. 

Positive trust in divine 
guidance and. protection 
should displace a con- 
spiratorial distrust. Posi- 
tive rededication to a re- 
ligious sense of brother- 
hood should lessen con- 
cern with divisive organi- 
zational "fronts." More 
positive reliance on the 
spiritual force of truth» 
justice and freedom (when 
exemplified) should ease 
obsessive fears of subver- 
sion, 

Study of and apprecia- 
tion for precious civil lib- 
erties and individual 
rights should be a more 
positive answer than 
either the maligning or . 
misinterpretation of them. '; 
Active efforts to set up ' 
noble goals and to provide 
the equality of opportu- 
nity which will permit 
every individual to achieve 
his full potential is a more 
positive answer thanfany 
anti - communism which 
adopts totalitarian nleth- 
ods to fight totalitarianfem. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 



FROM : SA 



bb 



date: i|./7/6l 



subject; the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



The April 6, 1961 Issue of the "Lake Elsinore Valley- 
Sun", carries a fUll page article on captioned group. The 
article is noted to be an advertisement and is captioned 
"JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY AIMS AND PRINCIPLES" and Is signed or 
authored by ERIC L. PRIpONOlPP, San Marino, CsQ. ifornia. 



Due to its alze, the article is being retained in 
the lA section of this file rather than mounted as a serial. 
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Welch Reveals Names of 
Birch Council Members 



BELMONT, Mass UR — 
Robert Welch, founder of 
the John Birch Society, Fri- 
day gave a reporter a quan- 
tity of literature issued by 
the organization, including 
a pamphlet listing the soci- 
ey council members. 

The council is described in 
the booklet as the "top gov- 
erning body under the 
founder." The date of the 
pamphlet is given as Jan, 
33, 1961. 

Functions of the council 
are described as threefold: 

To show the stature of the 
society leadership, to advise 
and .guide the founder, and 
"to select, with absolute and 
final authority, a successor to 
myself as head of the John 
Ejirch Society, if and ■when an 
accident, 'suicide,' or anything 
'sufficiently fatal is arranged for 
me by the Communists — or I 
simply die in bed of old age 
'and a cantankerous disposi- 
tion." 

Members Listed 
' Listed as council members 
are: 

'■ Dr. N. E. Adarason Jr., of 
lEoston, assistant medical direc- 
tor of the New England Mu- 
tual Life Insurance Co. 

Thomas J. Anderson, editor 
and publisher of Farm and 
Ranch, a farm publication. 

T. Coleman Andrews of Rich- 
mond, Va., former U.S. com- 
missioner of internal revenue. 

Spruille Braden of New York 
City, former assistant secretary 
iof state and former ambassa- 
dor to several countries. 

Retired Army Cot. Laurence 
E. Bunker of Wellesley, Mass., 
former personal aide to Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur. 

Industrialists Named 
F. Gano Chance, president of 
A, B. Cha nce Co ., Centralia, 

S. J. Conner, president of 
Conroth Co., Chicago, III, 



Ralph E. t)avis, president of 
General Plant Protection Corp., 
Los Angeles. 

■ Dr. S. M. Draskovich, editor 
in chief of the Serbian Strug- 
gle, weekly newspaper pub- 
lished in Chicago, 

The Rev. Richard Ginder, 
editor of the Priest, and asso- 
ciate editor of Our Sunday Vis- 
itor, Roman Catholic weekly 
newspaper. 

William J. Grede, president 
of Grede Foundries, Inc., Mil- 
waukee, a former president of 
National Association of Manu 
facturers. 

A. G. Heinsohn Jr., president 
of Cherokee Mills, Sevierville, 
Tenn. 

Dr. Granville F. Knight^ San- 
ta Barbara, physician. 

Fred C. Koch, president of 
Rick Island Oil & Refining Co., 
Wichita, Kan. ■ 

Manioa a Member 

Alfred Kohlberg (deceased), 
a charter member of the coun- 
cil. 

Clarence Manion, former dean 
of Notre Dame University law 
school, and founder of the 
Manion Forum, a radio discus- 
sion program. 

Frank E. Masland Jr^ presi- 
dent of C. H. Masland & Sons, 
carpet manufacturers, Carlisle, 
Pa. 

N. Floyd McGowin, president 
of W. T. Smith Lumber Co., 
Chapman, Ala. 

W. B.. McMillan, president of 
Hussmann Refrigerator Co., St. 
Louis, Mo, (identified as first 
member of society, "next to 
your founder"). 

Revilo P. Oliver, University 
of IlJinois professor. 

Cola G. Parker, former presi 
dent of Kimberly-Clark Co., and 
a former president of National 
Association of Manufacturers. 

M. T. Phelps, former chief 
justice of Arizona Supreme 
Court. ' "■ . '■ 

Louis Ruthenburg, former 



board chairman of Sefvet, Inc., 
Evansville, Ind. 

Others on Council 

J. Nelson Shepherd, president 
of Midwest-Beach Co., Sioux 
Falls, S.D. 

James Simpson Jr. (de- 
ceased), charter member of 
council. 

Robert W] Stoddard, presi- 
dent of "Wyman-Gordon Co., 
Worcester, Mass. 

Retired Air' Force Lt. Gen. 
Charles B. Stone, III, lifetime 
honorary chairman of l4th Air 
Force Assn. 

^■^MLt^.Jfltbgri-, president of 
Paul H. Talbert Co., Beverly 
Hills. ^ -.-,.- -^ 
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Scys Tlone of Us Will mad SfV ^ 

Welch Asks Senate 
Probe Birch Groupl 

(Prom Wires of UP I, AP) \ 

BELMON, Mass., April 1— Robert Welch, founder 
of the controversial John Birch Society, disclosed to- 
day he has asked the Senate internal sub-committee 
to Investigate the organization. 

Welch's secretary made^T^-i-he '6i"yg^flad::^Srea^si-r 

Inessman, whose anti-Commu- 



puhlic a night letter which was 
wired last night to Sen. James 



O. Eastland. D-Miss., subcom-f ipj-otestg across the nation, de 



fnist society has stirred some 



mittee chairman. 

In it Welch promised 
"none of our members will 
plead the Fifth Amendment" 
a Id asserted the society's 
"inly 'crime* is flgrhting 
c< mmunism," 

The denial came as criticism 
of the rightist society mounted 
following disclosure Welch had 
written Eisenhower was a 
"dedicated, conscious agent of 
the Communist conspiracy." 
CHARGES FALSEHOODS 
Welch c h a r g e d last night 
his organization was the vic- 
tim of an "Incredible fog of 
falsehood ..." 

**We ask at least the re- 
sponsible part of the Ameri- 
can press to have more re- 
gard for the truth about us. 
I Our only 'crime* is fighting 
■ Commission, and that we in- 
tend to con tinue un til our 
side wins." '~' 



inied he had ever called for 
mer President Eisenhower a 
"card-carrying Commmiist." 
"Anybody who says I have 
is either knowingly dealing 
in falsehoods or is badly 
misinformed," Welch said. 
"Even in my pjlvate coi% 
fidential letter, written yeara 
ago, which it has been conu 
pletely unethical for anyJi 
body to Quote anywhere, 
and in which I stated in the 
blunt language of a personal 
letter some harsh personal 
opinions of our then-Presi- 
dent, I made it very clear 
at the end of the letter that 
I had no quarrel with any- 
body who wished to attri- 
bute his actions simply to 
political opportunism. That 
is how the letter came to be 
dubbed fThe Politician."* 

CALLED IKE BED 

In the Politician, which 
was written before the Birch 
Society was founded in 1958, 
Welch said: 

"But my firm belief that 
Dwight Eisenhower is a 
dedicated, conscious agent 
of the Communist Party is 
based on an accumulation 
of detailed es4dSS5f*'so ex- 
ijf' tensive and so palpable 
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that it se€iu5 Wine to put 
this convtctioii beyond any 
reasonable doubt." 

Xn Tegard to this com-, 
ment, Welch said last night 
*'l never bad that opinion. 
I never thought it then with 
\ firmnesa enough io publish. ^ 
it or to say it in public and ^' 
I don't today," ^ -^ 

Some congressmen l\ave^ 
called for investigations of "- 
.the John Birch Society by the";- 
House Committee on Un* 
American activities, the Sen- 
ate Internal SecuritySubcom-s' . 
mittee and the Senate Gov-f ; 
■ emment Operations Commit--; . 
tee. ... -.'^_ 

' The chairman of all threft']| > 
bodies indicated, however, 4 

'that they had no plans to h 
investigate the society, ■ . ■■7% 
Rep. Edgrar W. Hiestand^ r: 
: Republican of California, a--^ 
'; member of the society, *^ - 
I c a U e d congressional at- ' . 
tacks part of a "proCom* - 
munist smear.'^ 
■ But a spokesman for the. 
Justice Department in Wash-- 
ington said the society's ac-. 
tivities have become 3. *'mafe' 
ter of concern to the Justice 
Department." 

Welch's denial tiiat he ever 
called Eisenhower a "card- 
carrying Gommunist" was in- 
answer to a reporter's question:".- 
at the society's headquarters,-:^ 
In Belmont. . :.'. 

The question was prompted" z 
by a statement in a book pub-. 
liShed by Welch for limited'-:, 
circulation. ■ ■ — 
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BIRCH SOCIETY HEAD 
ASKS CONGRESS QUIZ 



Mirror Wire Services 

BOSTON ~ The founder 

of the ultra-right wing John 
Birch Society today asked 
for an ofi^cial congressional 
investigation of his contro- 
versial grdup. 

In a telegram to Sen. Eastr 
land (D-Miss.), chairman of 
the^ Senate's internal securi^ 
, ty subcomm ittee, Robert H. 



W. Welch asked for the 
probe to answer what he 
termed "sheer fabricatJGns" 
about the society's activities. 

Welch's request c a m 6 
amid, growing demands by 
somelmembers of Congress 
that Ihe society be investi- 
gated.! 

AnA it came on the 
heels of: 



WELCH SAID he hoped 
the investigation would re- 
veal "the sirrlple truth' about 
the society. 1 

In Washington, Sen East- 
land said he 'would call his 
committee to a meetmg 'as 
quickly as I can" to con 
sider Welch's request. 
,, Welch said he never la- 
beled Eisenhower a. Commu- 
nist. ■ , 

"Anybody who says I- nave 
is either knowingly dealing 
in falsehoods or. is badly 
misinformed," Welch said 
Friday night. 

"EVEN in my private con- 
fidential letter, written years 
ago, which it has been.com- 
pletdy unethical for anybody 
to quote anywhere, and m 
which I stated in the blunt 
language of a personal letter 
some harsh personal- opin- 
ions of our then President. 
I made it very clear at the 
end of the letter that I had 
no quarrel with -anybody 
who Wished to attribute jiis 
actions simply to political 
opportunism. That is how ^ 
the letter canie to be dubbed ; 
'The Politiciaji.* " 

In "The Poltician," which 
was written before the Birch 
Society was f dbnded in 195S, 
Welch said: 
. "BUT MY FIRM 
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beUef,. 



1) A Justice Department 
statement th^t terrfied Bircji 
Society activities a "matter 
of concern" to the depart- 
ment. 

2) A statement of tacit dis- 
approval of the society from 
FBI director J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver, who deplored privately 
directed "vigilante action" 
against communism. 

, H) A denial by Welch that 
fi.he ever had labeled former 
'Presidept Eisenhower a 
cardrcarrying Communist-" 
In his denial, Welch blasted 
the society's critics for lay- 
ing down "an incredible fog 
of falsehood" about him. 

Welch, 61, called for the^ 
investigation only a day aft- 
er a press conference ' at 
which he defended himself 
and the society. 

In his telegram to East- 
land, he pledged that society 
members would testify open^ 
ly and "unlike our Commu- 
nist enemies, none of our 
members will plead tlie Fifth' 
Amendment." ; 

- HE SAID HE wanted th^' 
investigation "because of tha 
charges now being so wide^ 
ly circulated about us, some' 
of which are Extreme distor- 
tions of fact and many of 
which are sheer fabrica- 
tions.'' 

Welch said that "as many 
of our members as your com- 
mittee may wish will gladly 
testify about the background, 
methods, purposes and speci- 
fic activities of the society. 

"The John Birch Society 
is a groUp o£ in en and wom- 
en of good character, fervent 
patriotism, rjligious ideals 
and excellenl standing in 
their respective communi- 
ties." 
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R. H. W. WELCH JR. 
Head of Birch Society. 



'that Dwight Eisenhower is 
a dedicated, conscious agent 
of the Communist Party is 
based on an accumulation 
of detailed evidence so ex- 
tensive ahd so palpable that 
it seems to me to put this 
conviction beyond any rea- 
sonable doubt." 

In regard to this comment, 
Welch said; 

"I never ifad that opinion. 



iL L»»til Vv 



firmness enough to publish 
it or to say it in public, and 
I don't today." 

THE BOOK also said: "In 
my opinion, the chances are 
very strong that Milton Ei 
senhower is actually- Dwight 
Eisenhower's superior boss 
within the Communist, Par 
ty. For one thing, he is ob 
viously a great deal 
smarter." 

Asked about his written 
statements about ex-Presi- 
dents Truman and Roose 
velt and ex-Secretai'y of 
State Dulles, Welch said: 

"They were being used by 
the Communists — I never 
said they were Communists 
and I don't say it now." 

WELCH DEFENDED the 
society's policy for keeping 
the names of its members se- 
cret. 

"The John Birch Society 
is not, simply because we 
have sought to avoid pub- 
licity, thereby- a secret or- 
ganization," he said. 
. "bur objective has been to 
build strength and under- 
standing instead of creating 
noise. All of our materials 
are wide open 4vi "■ aiiTliody 
to purchase." 
■ AVelch said his references 



. 1 

leanings came soirie years 
a^o when "I wrote a private, 
confidentiaL letter in which 
I stated in the blunt lan- 
guage of a personal letter 
some harsh personal opinions 
of our then-President." 

He said the letter showed 
that "I had no quarrel with 
anybody who wished to at- 
tribute his (Eisenhower's) 
actions simply to political opJ 
portunism." l 

WELCH SAID his letter; 
which was read at first by a 
few of the society's f 
bers, was soon circ 
widely and, as he add] 
it, "eventually grew ti 
000 words." 

"That is why the 1 e 1 1 e 
came to be called a book,"i 
he said. 

REP, ROUSSELOT, Ar- 
cadian Republican, said he 
would welcome an investiga- 
tion at both the state and na- 
tional level to determine 
whether the society is a Fas-, 
cist organizati(?n. i 

Rousselot, who admitted; 
he has been a member of the 
society since September J 
said, "I have never received! 
financial support from thel 
organization, and it has ne^i 
er dictated to me." ■ ■' 
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"Text of WekfhStatemenf 
On Birch Society Stand 

BELMONT, Mass., April 1 (AP)— Robett Welch,: 
founder of the John Bh'ch Society, has issued the fol- 
lowing statement: * 



''This statement is offered 
as an effort to pierce, liy 
at least a tiny beam of 
truth, some of the incred- 
ible fog of falsehood now 
heing so widely circalated 
about tne. So please let me 
point out the followiii? 
facts. 

"Nowhere in my private 
or pubUi^hed writings have 
I ever called former Presi- 
dent Eisenhower a 'card- 
carrying* Communist. Any- 
body who says I have is 
cither Knowingly dealing in 
falsehoods or is badly misin- 
formed. 

'CONFIDENTIAL' 

"Even if my private con- 
fidential letter, written 
years ago^ which it has 
been completely unethical 
for anybody to quote any- 
where, and in which I 
stated in the blunt langu< 
age of a personal letter 
some harsh personal opin- 
ions of our then-President, 
r made it very clear at the 
end of the letter that I had 
no quarrel wii 
who wished to 
actions simply 
opportunism, T 



anybody 
titribute his 
|o political 



the letter came to 
dubbed 'The FoHcian/ 

"Also, please note that- 
U^ long letter had been 
read in 1955 by most of the 
men who were at the found- 
ing meeting of the John 
Birch Society in December,. 
1958. Despite having read 
my letter, most of tliem had^ 
vigorously supported Eisen--"^^ 
hower in the 1956 campaign, 'fJl' 
And at the founding oS the ;'- ^', 
society, the letter was dis- ;^j:' 
cussed and specifically dis- 
avowed by the group as -^^ 
being no part of the material ^^' 
of belief of the John Birch -, 
Society in any way. 
FALSE CHARGES 
"Please note to that, de-^V||^ 
spite falsehoods now. being" ' 
circulated, I have gone out 
of my way to make clear in ; 
my book that I did not think 
Roosevelt or Truman were ; . 
Communists or $ympathlz< <^ 
ers in any way with ultimate '" 
Communist aims. And there 
are many other statement)! ! 
being attributed to me that , ;' 
are equally false or distorted. 
"The John Birch Society 
is not, simply because we 
have sought to avoid publi- 
citiy, thereby a secret so- 
ciety. Our objective has 
, been to build strength and 

^lJ? °^ i imderstanding Instead of 
creating noise. All of our 
materials are wide open 
for anybody to purchase. 
The John Birch Sociefy is a 
group of splendid men and 
women of good character^ 
fervent patriotism, religious 
ideals, and excellent stand- 
ing in their respective com- 
munities. It has broken no 
law, violated no moral prin- 
ciples, and has as a firmly- 
stated foundation of its pro- 
! gram that even good ends 
never justify bad means. 
'We ask at least the respon- 
sible part of the American 
press to have more regard 
for the truth about us. Our 
only 'crime' is fighting Com- 
munism, and that we in 
tend to continue until our 
side wins.**- - -^^- — ■■ 
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Bipeh Founder Asks | 
Senate Investigation 



BELMONT, Mass. «i— Rob- 
ert Welch, founder of the 
controversial John Birch So- 
ciety, disclosed Saturday he 
has asked the Senate In- 
ternal Security subcommittee 
to Investigate the organiza- 
tion. 

Welch's secretary made 
public a night letter wired to 
Sen. James O. Eastland, D- 
Miss.p subcommittee chair 
man. 

In it Welch promised "none 
of our members will plead 
the Piftii Amendment" and 
asserted the society's "only 
'crime' is fighting cdmmu- 
'nism." 

' The telegram was made 
public some 34 hours after 

.Welch said be never had 
called President Eisenhower 

'ft "card carrying Commu* 

(Mist" 

. The denial came as criti- 
cism of the rightist society 
mounted following disclosure 

I Welch had written Eisen- 
hower was a "dedicated, con- 
scious agent of the Commu- 
nist conspiracy." 

Welch, in a privately pub- 
lished book, also criticized 
Milton Eisenhower, brother 
of the former President, and 
etched former Presidents 
Truman and Franklin D, 
Roosevelt and the late Secre- 
tary of State Jo hn Foster 
Dulles as" -KHJis^iDf commu- 
nism." 



Washington Ftlday a 
gwKesma n far tt ie Depart- 
ment of Justice said the so- 
ciety's activities have become 
"a matter of concern" to that 
Government agency. 

Edgar Hoover, FBI director, 
also published a statement im- 
plying criticism of the society. 

Some aongressiften have 
luged investigations by the 
Unusfi ConAn ittee oa Un-Amer - 
lean Actlvyies, the Senate in^ 
temal sectnity subcommittee, 
and the Senate Ctoremment 
Operations Committee. 

However, chairmen of these 
committees Indicated they 
had no plans for such action. 
i And one Congressman, Rep. 
Edgar w. Helstand (R., Calif.), 
a John Birch member, tagged 
: attacks on the organization a 
"pro-Communist smear." 

The text of Welch's tele- 
gram to Eastland: 

"Because of the. charges now 
being so widely circulated 
about us., some of which are 
extreme distortions of fact and 
many of which are sheer fabri- 
cations, the John Birch 
Society respectfully requests 
an official investigation by 
the Senate Internal security 
subcommittee of which you 
are chairman. 

"As many of our members 
as your committee may wish 
will gladly tesUfy about the 
backgroxind, methods, pur- 
poses, and K'T'jifi* t^gtivitiea of 
the society. And we repeat our 
assurance made recently to the 
l.clmirman of a committee in 
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"California ^tfiat unlike "cut 
Communist enejaie s, none of 
uur inejifetiTr--wi7l plead the 
Fifth Amendment. 

"As emphasized by us in a 
release to the press earlier to- 
day, before we had decided to 
make thia request, tha John 
Birch Society is not a secret 
society. AU of cnir materials 
arc wide open for anybody to 
purchase- The John Birch 
Society is a group of men and 
women of gtwd character, fer- 
vent pa^otlsm, rdig^us 
ideals, and excellent standingr 
in their respective conunun- 
Itlea. 

"Th« society has broken no 
law,, and 'violated no moraJ 
principles. Our only 'crime' is 
fighUng communism and that 
We intend to continue until 
OUT side wins. 

"We do not expect your com- 
mittee to accept these state- 
ments without careful investi- 
gation, but we would ffreatly 
appreciate the opportunity to 
irive your committee testimon 
fuilv substantiating them,- an 
a] sol jjii 'iiFiPwf r ^^'^ niiB=tiJMi 
committee mi^ht ivislo t 
s. 

the course of such an in 
vestfeation we hope to be able 
to present to your- committee, 
.and through your committee 
to the American people, the 
simple truth about the John 
Birch Society. And to that 
end, if our request is granted 
we pledge our fullest coopera- 
tion. 

"Respectfully and sii^cerely, 
Bobert Welch, founder, th« 
Jolin Birch Society." 



7 






Society Defended by 
Mother of Capt. Birch 

Georgia Woman Says She Is 'Very Happy' 
Welch Named Group After Her Dead Son 



FT. WORTH Ue\ — The 
mother of the late mission 
ary for whom the John 
Birch Society was named 
told the Star-Telegram Fri 
day she and her husband are 
"heartily in accord with the 
purpose and the procedure 
of the John Birch Society." 

Mrs. George S. Birch of 
Macon, Ga., was contacted 
by telephone, for her com- 
ments on the congressional 
interest in the strongly anti- 
Communist society. 

Her late son, Capt. John 
Birch, went abroad from Ft. 
Worth in 1940 after com- 
pleting his rehgious educa- 
tion at the Fundamentalist 
Baptist Bible Institute. He 
was one of the first two 
graduates of the local school, 
established by the late 
J. Frank Norris, a firebrand 
preacher who broke with the 
Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, the main Baptist group 
in the South. 

Killed in China 

Birch, an Army intelli- 
gence officer, was killed by 
Chinese Communists 10 days 
after V-J Day. 

Mrs. Birch said she and 
her husband, a retired mis- 
sionary, are honorary life 
members of the John Birch 
Society. 

The society was named for 
the young Birch, whom its 
leaders chose on the ground 
that he was the first Ameri- 
can victim of the cold war. 

Mrs. Birch said she was 
"very happy that Mr. Welch 
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Capt. John Birch 

(Robert Welch, head of the 
society) chose our son." i 

She said she felt her son' 
was chosen "for his willing^' 
ness to give his life for Christ 
and for his country." 

As ■ for her son's own 
thoughts about communism: 

"He had strong feelings on 
anything that was subver- 
sive." 

Mrs. Birch said her son 
once said in a letter to one 
of his five brothers: , 

"Yes, brother mine, liber-; 
ty is worth fighting' for and| 
dying for." ' -""■ ' ■'--.- - ' 
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Birch Society 
Hurts Fight on 
Reds, Bell Says 

Organizations such 'as the 
John Birch Society increase 
the difficulty of advancing 
conservative thought and of 
resisting communism^ Rep. 
Al Bell of Santa Monica de- 
clared Friday, 

The Republican congress- 
man, a former chairman of 
the Republican State Central 
Committee of California, had 
just arrived home for a 
speaking tour of the 16th 
District during the Easter 
recess of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Declines Membership 

He reported that, in re- 
cent years, he has declined 
several invitations to join 
the John Birch Society. 

"It is my opinion/' Rep. 
Bell said, "that the case for 
conservatism should be pre- 
sented on the public stage, 
that action taken in behalf 
of conservatism should not 
be done in secret, hut should 
be open to inspection by any 
man. 

"All our political affairs," 
he continued, "should be 
characterized by standards 
of taste, compassion, and 
truth that reflect credit on 
us and stand in sharp con- 
trast to tactics so often em- 
ployed by those whom we 
oppose. 

Often Alarming 

"Political developments in 
the last several decades, 
both at home and abroad, 
have been disenchanting, 
frustrating, and often alarm- 
ing," the Santa Monica con- 
gressman concluded. "But, 
our anxiety about these de- 
velopments must never lead 
us to courses of action which 
are, in effect, declarations of 
no faith in- the fundamental 
strength of the American 
system." "' ' 
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Birch Society 
Head Speaks 
Here April 11 

The Freedom Clvib of the; 
First Congregational churchi 
will present Robert Welch, 
founder and head of the John 
Birch Society hi Shrine Au- 
ditorium at 8 p. m. April 11. 
The announcement was made 
bv L. A. Alesen . M. D., direc- 
tor Of the Los Angeles Free.- 
domci ' 



welch has been In the 
candy manufacturing "busi- 
ness all his adult life. He was 
a member of the boara of 
directors of the National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers 
for seven years. He also 
served three years as a 
regional vice president of 
NAM, and two years as a 
chairman of its e ducational 
advisory committee. 
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Justice Dept. Concerned 
About Birch Society 

Inquiries About Group Increasing; 
FBI DirettprR^ps; 'Yigllante Action^ 

BY JOHN H; AVERILL, Times Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The Department of Justice is 
"concerned" about the John Birch Society,: k depart- 
ment spokesman said Friday. 

At the same time, FBI Di- 



rector Hoover — without re- 
ferring specifically to the 
Ldtra-conservative anti-Com- 
munist Bircla society — criti' 
cized what he described as 
vigilante action by Ameri 
cans fighting communism. . 
The Justice. Department 
spokesman declined to say 
whether it had begun an in- 
vestigation of the society. 

Many Inquiries 

"The growing number of 
inquiries the Justice Depart 
ment has received about the 
John Birch Society has made 
it a matter of concern to' the 
attorney general," he said 
He did not elaborate on the 
statement and there was no 
direct comment on the sub- 
iject from Atty. -Gen. Ken- 
inedy. 

! Hoover's comments ap- 
peared in a signed editorial 
in the FBI Law Enforce- 
ment Bulletin. 

•'The job of curtailing 
and containing communism 
5 is one for legally constituted 
i authorities with the stead- 
Ifast co-operation of every 
loyal citizen," Hoover said, 
' "This is neither the time 
for inaction nor vigilante 
action ..." 

The FBI spokesman de- 
clined to say whether Hoov- 
■er had the John Birch So- 
di^i^^mJSind. 
['; Meanwhile, Rep, Utt <R- 



Santa Ana) accused Robert 
Welch, the society's found' 
er and leader, of employing 
dictatorial tactics reminis 
cent of Nazi Germany. 

tJtt, one of California's 
most conservative members 
of Congress, had strong 
praise for the anti-Commu 
nist society itself and its ob- 
jectives. But he said he was 
deeply disturbed by the 
"authoritarian policies" of 
Welch, 

Utt indicated Welch is the 
chief reason he has not 
joined the society himself. 

"My best friends and sup- 
porters are members of the 
John Birch Society," Utt 
told reporters. *'And my sole 
reservation about the so- 
ciety is the power and cen- 
tral control held by Robert 
Welch." 

Book on Germany 

Utt said he had just read 
the current best seller, "The 
Rise and Fall of the Third 
Reich," and that he saw "in 
Welch a parallel with one- 
man control in Germany." 

Because of concern with 
Welch's tactics, Utt said he 
ivi'ote to Welch last August 
and again recently warning 
that one-man control could 
turn the society "into a Ger- 
ald L. K. Smith organization. 

Please Tutn to Pfr^Col.^ 
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HEAD OF BIRCH SOCIETY— Robert H. W. Welch Jr., 61, retired industrialist 
and head qf the controversial rightist John Birch Societ/, gestures os he talks'- 
in his Belmont (Mass.) office Friday. He founded the society in 1958.i 
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State Can 
Probe Group i 

Robert Welch, national lead- 
er of the anti-Communist 
John Birch Society, expressed 
fdoubt here Sunday California; 
could investigate the society's 
acUvltdes bui said he would 
welcome such action. 

There Is a legal question of 
whether any State has the, 
right to conduct an investi-' 
igation that would be of na- 
tional concern, he said, add- 
ing: 

*'I think the proper place 
Is in Congress, before either 
the House or Senate, and the 
sooner it can be set up, the' 
better.*' 

' The 61-year old Belmont, 
Mass., retired candy manu-, 
facturer, here for a series of, 
public talks, appeared on Dr., 
James W. Fifield's weekly tel-[ 
©cast Sunday afternoon. 
' He will address the Free-, 
dom Club of Dr. Fifield's; 
First Congregational Church 
Tuesday night at Shrine Audi- 
torium, where the clergyman 
said 6000 tickets for the talk 
were completely sold out at 
a dollar each. 
-^^ s^skcs man for t>iP -Proo- 



dom Club said Welch's ap- 



9m^ 



pe'Siaiicc Is being taped anff 
will be telecast ii\^ its ^r.tira ty 
Tuesday at 10:30 p.m. over 
KTTV, Channel ll. 

Welch said that in his tele-; 
gram to Sacramento request- 
ing a probe of the John Birch 
Society by the State Attorney- 
General's office, he empha- 
sized that "none of our crowd 
will take the Fifth Amend- 
ment. 

"But we would not want a 
hidden executive session. 'We 
want the truth brought out," 

under Dr. Fifield's ques- 
tioning, Welch traced the 
twoyear history of the so- 
ciety which he said has got 
together "a wonderful body of 
patriotic men and women 
who have awakened the pub- 
lic to what is going on." 

He defined the group's long 
range target as "the disease 
of collectivism," but ex- 
plained that "we have to stop 
the Communists first." About 
50 letter writing campaigns 
are now being conducted by 
the society, he said. 

Welch charged that there 
has been "considerable 
amount of connivance" in the 

^^f3ie Communist conspiracy 



couldn't have made progress 
v^tfeeatspme connivaxiw-with 
people in high political 
places," he commented. 
. Of the society's member- 
ship, Welch said only two 
members had ever" been 
dropped, one in CaUfomla 
which he declined to discussJ 
The other was "an old lady 
who was lonely and liked to 
attend meetings, and we sug-; 
gested that she resign," he^ 
said. , ; 

*The society's meetings arej 
not semi-secret in any way, 
but we don't give out the 
names of members or the 



number. Otherwise it's entire- 
ly open, and although we 
don't urge the press to attenq 
meetings, they are free t<^ 
come." 

Dr. Pifield, commenting 
that Welch reminded him of 
.Senator McCarthy, said Jie 
■wtehed to be Joined hi Welc! 
■position, and predicted 
cuprent "hysteria" would ra 
aimillion members for 
(society., ., __^___„, ^ 
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BMi Chief Asks FroBd 
by Congress/ Not State 

Welch, ofl Dr. FJfield's TV Program; i 

Here/Says He Prefers U.S. Inquiry 

■ ■ ■ ■ BY GENE BLAKE ' 

Robert Welch, head of the controversial John Birch 
Society, said here Sunday that the .organization- should 
be investigated by a committee of the U.Sr=@di5gfess 
I rather than the California Legislature. - ;, '■ 

I Welch made the oJbserva-r~' 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINI 
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ition in an appearance on 
jthe KCOP (13) ■ television 
program ' of Dr. . James W; 
Fifield Jr., minister of the 
First Congregational Church 
of Los Angeles- and iounder 
of .its Freedom .'Club. 

Dr. Fifield, who expressed 
wholehearted support of 
Welch's views, introduced 
the 61 -year-old retired candy 
manufacturer with these 
words; 

"We had a man here who' 
reminds me of you — Mr.^ 
Joseph McCarthy. He was| 
murdered for his country,: 
He was a martyr ■ for • the 
cause." 

Inquiry Announced ( 
The discussion of an in-; 
vestigation 'apparently h a d^ 
reference to an announce- 
ment Saturday by the State 
Senate Fact-Finding Com- 
mittee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities that it has scheduled 
an inquiry into the John 
Birch Society for some time 
after the Legislature ad- 
journs in June. 

Welch noted that he and 

his fellow members had de-' 

jmanded such an investiga-f 

'tion when it was. first sug- 

.gested and had emphasized, 

I that no member would plead' 

j the Fifth Amendment. \ 

'\ "But we would not want! 

ijexeculive sessions in secre-i' 

''cy," he said. "We want to ' 

brinrf out the truth." f j' 

Di| Fifield pointed out tljati 

the |ociety is a national |r-' 

ganisation and suggesfed'e 

that the proper place for anj 



stigation is in the feeler^. 
overnment. li 

ithout a' doubt," W^lchl 
replied. "Besides; a Sup|feme. 
Court decision has saidlthat, 
states can have nothinb to ■ 
do with subversive acts. 

Welch said he would wel-, 
come a national investigation; 
by "properly constituted au-; \ 
thority .... either one of the|, 
comsnitteesof the House or,' 
Senate.''- , ■ 

■Dr. Fifield 'expressed the 
onmion that the proper agen-^ 
cy would be the Senate Com- 
mittee on Internal Security,, 
headed by Sen. Eastland {D- 
Miss.). -.Welch ^has requested 
an inquiry by that commit- 
tee. 

Sen. Hugh M. Burns (D-, 
Fresno), in announcing the, 
} state investigations, said his; 
'cpmmittee wants to find out; 
■If the society is "tied to a; 
,foreign ideology" or based! 
,on any "master race theory.",! 
'■ "You are not a Nazi, are; 
you?" Dr. Fifield' askef'l 
-Welch. - 

Denies Socrecy 

"Nothing like it," AVelc' 
replied, "Our members knovx- 
that the whole basis of this 
charge is that the society! 
has a method of protecting- 
ourselves against Commu-; 
nist infiltration, which wouldl 
destroy it." | 

Welch said there is noth-j 
ing secret about the soci^yi 
;pt that "we do not 
many members 
re and we will not tell 
les of our members." 



"Both participants in uiti, 
program declined to ddkl 
SD'cifically with the mff'J 
col^troversial charge lev6l|d 
gjainst Welch. This was ms 
didaration in a "confiden- 
tiai" communication several 
years ago that former Pres-j 
ir'.ent Eisenhower was a[ 
"dedicated, conscious agent 
of the Communist conspir- 
acy" and a "traitor." .... 
Dr. Fifield announced that 
no names would be men-' 
tioned because of the risk 
of libel. But he divulged that 
he had received and read 
this communication, which 
has been dubbed both the 
"black book" and "The Pol- 
itician," 
. Called Betrayal. ffl'TtUit 

The minister said he had 
' asked and received permis- 
sion from Welch to show it 
to one other person and then 
I had returned it to Welch. 
I He wondered' how anyorte 
could have the temerity t 
release it to the preas. 

"It was a betrayal of 
trust," Welch said. "It wa 
completely unethical jour- 
nalism. It was just a letter." 
"You have made some 
statements that someone 
higKin our government has 
^iuLtlfered the CommJnist 



1 



con*>iracy,'* Dr. Fifieli re 
marked. "Could the. Com- 
munist conspiracy have 
jmade the strides it has with 
put the unknowing conniv- 
ance on the part of people 
high in our government in 
the last 14 years?" 

"I don't think it could 
ihaye," Welch repliei?. PCer- 
.■taiiiJly, there has been afcon- 
!.Gtdq^able amount of r con- 
^nivUnce of people ii| our 
lgo^Jp^nmcnt. 
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"Bui, in 1liG vci'ydgcumcntj 
refeiTcd to, I ^nFnxc3*out 
that I would not quarriil 
with anyone who M^anted to> 
ascribe this to political op-] 
portunism." ■ 

Welch said critics have 
tried to blame the organiza- 
tion for things he said in a 
private, confidential letter 
not intended for publication 
and disavowed by those whd 
formed the John Birch So-! 
cleLy. I 

He ?aid he was born ^ con-, 

■'srvative and really began to| 

-^t into the fight whr^n hej 

nt to En.Tland after World j 

ar 11 to study the jSocitiUstl 
^jvernmcnt. . j 

I "I began to p-ixd Commu-j 
'nist handSj pobspinitorial 
'hands, under sociallsmv" he 
^said. "The more I studied, 
the more I found that what 
we were putting down to poJ 
litical opportunism were 
Iplang being made behind the! 
{scenes by Communist con-{ 
spirators." ■ ; 

Foe of Worker 

Welch said impeachment} 
of Chief Justice Ear] Warren i 
is only one of many objec-| 
lives of the John Birch So- 
ciety. He said the group has 
participated in about 50 dif- 
f e r e n t letter- writing carii 
paigns. 

In response to a question 
■hy Dr. Fifield. Welch said! 
m^ prevention of the com-j 
iliUriization of America is the 
ma jof effort of the society! 
Qti]y *'i6V the present years." = 

"W$ are trying to preveptj 
the flight to a morality and! 
th* di@6ft8e of toll^ctivism, 
he s^igl. "But we've got to 
st0p tha Communists first 
t.ll^ primary isbjective is to 
ii\^i{t i$ mny neighbors 
$nd^ f6llQ^*QiU^en$ as pos- 
sible." \ . 

Welch Mid h* will deal at 
greater length with the ten- 
ets of the gociety and the 
chaiges leveled^ against It in 
his address Tuesday iiifht in 
[Shrine Auditorium underj 
:aufipices of the Freedom 
"lub, 



/^ 



fgret t hat no m ore JtlrKf^s arej 
I available Tof^ the meeting, 
declaring he has heard thatj 
'the Sports Arena or even thej 
'Cbliseuin could. Tiav^, hsro i 
■ofefor . the^Vent____ J 
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Complaint Form 
FD-7 1 {10-20-5S) 




Note: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for .remainder. 



Subject's name and alloses 



:^jnC^ S'ocrer/ 



\ Address of subject 

b6 ,- 
b7C ■ 



Character of caae 



Complainant 



Q 



Race 



Age 



Sex 



I Male 



1 I Female 



Height 



Weight 



Complainant's address and 



Hair 



Eyes 



Build 



Complexion 



Scars, marks or other data 



Complaint received 

I (Personal L4:^Telephonic 

Date Jtim^/^,^. y^/J-/^^ 



Birth date and Birthplace 
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^^u^"o "?RE— Robert Welch, founder and head 
ot the Birch Society, arrives ot Los Angeles Inter- 
nat ionoj Ai rport for q Southland speaking tour. 
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John Birch Society's 
Founder Arrives Here 

Robert Welch in L.A. for Series of Talks; 
Issues Statement DenouncingTalsehoods' 

i^ BY GENE BLAKE 

Robert Welch, founder and head of the controversial 
John Birch Society, arrived here Saturday by Ameri- 
can Airlines jet from Boston for a series of speiaklng 
engagements in Southern California, 

He was met at the plane 



by Paul H. (Tex) Talbert, 
Beverly Hills insurance ex- 
ecutive who is a member of 
the society's national coun- 
cil; Dr. L. A, Alesen, direc- 
tor of the Freedom Club of 
the First Congregational 
Church, and a man who iden- 
tified himself as B. Bennett. 

Reporters and photogra- 
phers also were on hand, 
prompting Welch to remark: 

"If I had known you fel- 
lows were going to be here 
I would have got up and 
washed my face." 

Mimeographed Statement 

Talbert handed newsmen 
a mimeographed statement 
attributed to Welch. A re- 
porter asked Welch if he had 
anything to add to the pre- 
pared statement. 

"I don't know, I haven't 
read it yet," Welch replied. 

"Sure you have, you wrote 
it," Taibert assured him. 
"it's all right." 

After glancing at the state- 
ment, Welch acknowied)ged 
that he had, indeed, written 
it himself. Reporters then 
recognized it as one he is 
sued at a press conference in 
Belmont, Mass., nine days 
ago, with an introductory 
paragraph updating it. 

"Robert Welch, upon ar- 
riving in Los Angeles this 
weekend," it said, "issued a 
statem ent to c ounter what 
he terrned 'i^alsehoodg now 
being so widely circulated 
about me.' The statement is 
as follows: 

"Nowhere \in my private 
of-- publishedj^fflt^s_ JiaV: 



dent Eisenhower a "'card-car- 
rying' Communist, Anybody 
who says I have is either 
knowingly dealing., in false- 
hood or is ba^iy mis- 
informed. 

"Even in my private con- 
fidential letter written years 
ago, which it has been com- 
pletely unethical for any- 
body to quote anywhere, 
and in which I stated in the 
hluT^t language of a personal 
letter some ' harsh personal 
opinions of our then Presi- 
dent, I made it very clear 
at the end of the letter that 
I had no quarrel with any- 
body who wished to attrib- 
ute his actions simply, to 
political ■ opportunism. That 
is how the letter came to be 
dubbed "The Politician.' 

False or Distorted 

"Also please note that this 
long letter had been read 
in 1955 by most of the men 
who were at the founding 
meeting of the John Birch 
Society in December, 1958. 
Despite having read my let- 
ter most of them had vig- 
orously supported Eisen- 
hower in the 1956 campaign. 
And at the founding of the 
society the letter was dis- 
cussed and specifically disa- 
vowed b}^ the group as being 
no part of the materials or 
belief of the John Birch So- 
ciety in any way. 

"Please note, loo, that, 
despite falsehoods now 
being circulated, I have gone 
out of my way tb make clear 
in my books that I did not 
think either Roosevelt 

Plcaa^Purn to Vg. 8, 
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WELCH 

Continued from Page A 

Truman were Communists 
■or sympathizers in any way 
with ultimate Communist 
aims. 1? And tliere are many 
other statements being at- 
tributed to me that are 
equally false or distorted. 

'The John Birch Society 
is not, simply because we 
have sought to avoid publi- 
city, thereby a secret soci- 
ety. Our objective has been 
to build strength and under- 
standing instead of creating 
noise. AH of our materials 
are wide open for anybody 
to purchase. 

"The John Birch Society 
Is a group of splendid men 
and women of good charac- 
ter, fervent patriotism, re- 
ligious ideals and excellent 
standing in their respective 
communities. It has broken 
lio law, violated no moral 
principles, and has as a firm- 
iy; stated foundation of its 
program that even good ends 
never justify bad means. 

Only *Crime* 

"We ask at least the re- 
sponsible part of the Amer- 
ican press to have more re- 
gard for the truth about us. 



^jiva Hinos 
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ere« Vows 



Fight to Finish 



^'/•Picture on Page B. 

■ Robert Welch, founder and 
'leader of the John Birch So- 
jciety, asserted here Saturday 
i"our only 'crime' is fighting 
^communism, and we intend 
to continue until our side 
'^ins,*' 

' He declined to comment on 
U.'^S. Atty. Gen. Robert Ken- 
nedy's description of the or- 
ganization as "ridiculous," 
"hifanorous," and a hindrance 
in" the struggle against com- 
' munism. > 

The 61 -year -old Belmont, 
Mass., retired candy manu- 
facturer . ■ arrived here via 
Artierican Airlines for a series 
of ^.public talks, and an ap- 
pearance on Dr. James W. 
Fifield's weekly telecast today 
at 5 p. m. on KCOP. 

In a prepared statement, 
Welch -Teneatfid his denials 
©f charges Repealled former 



President Eisenhower a "card 
carrying" Communist, and 
said he has gone out of his 
way to make clear he did not 
think either Roosevelt or 
Truman were Communists or 
sympathizers in any way. 

Welch was met at Interna 
tional Airport by Paul H. Tai- 
bert, Beverly Hills insurance: 
broker, and Dr. L. A. Alesen,: 
director of the First Congre-! 
gatlonal Church's Freedom 
Club. Welch will address thlsj 
club Tuesday at 8 p. m. at 
Shrine Auditorium. 

At 8 p. m. Wednesday, he 
will taJk at the San Marcos 
High School, Santa Barbara. 
His speech is sponsored toy 
the Trl-Counties chapter of 
the John Birch Society cover- 
ing Santa Barbara, Ventura 
and San Luis Obispo C oun- 
ties. ^ -- - 
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—Los Angeles Examiner photo. 

t, LEFT, IS GREETED BY PAUL J. TALBERT 

f of charges he called Ike a "card carrying Red." 
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STEVE SIMON, LEFT, READS PLANS TO COMBAT BIRCH EFFORTS 
'' From right:- Jack Forem, Robert Martin^ Dctvid Arnold^ Lincoln Kilian, 
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*rWSS^ LEADER IN THE 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY^ 



Hysterical Prophecy 
of Red Rule Told 



• Read Jim Peck's Column, Page 17. 

• John Birch's war record praised. Page B. 



; By DAVID 

as'toia t o ^ames^F^k^ 

The first thing that deeds 
■ to .be said is that these arti- 
f cle$ will not smear individ- 
' uals. There are many patrlo 
' tic Americans In the John 
I Birch society. I believe they 
•are deluded. I hope that they 

will withdraw. But they are 
; ji6t, criminals. 
1 'When I joined the Birch 
j society I expected conserva- 
Itism, I did not expect hys- 
* terfe, deception, feelings of 
'persecution. 
, I did not expect to find 

myself locked in a secret 
. hjding place, listening to an 
I agitated man named Chet_ 

MerriamJ^ll me: 



^ •^"BUSINESSMEN Will be 
marched out to the edge of 
,town to dig their own 
[graves . . . 
I 

\P "WATER SUPPLIES Of 
I whole towns will be poi- 
' sbhed , . . 

j o "THE COMMUNISTS in 
our Army mil take it over 
I and use it against the Amer- 
I icari people . . ." 

He had the whole thmg 
figured out. *^ 



First, he told iis, will come 
the absolute destruction' of ' 
the dollar through the pro- 
grams proposed by the Ken- 
nedy Administration. This 
development, he said, is 
"just around the corner." 

Then, in the resultant 
chaos, national strilces will 
be called. 

Carefully trained Commu- 
nist units then will begin 
taking over every American 
city. They will seize com- 
munications centers, estab- 
lish roadblocks, isolate their 
areas. Persons collected at 
the roadblocks will either 
be executed on the spot or 
marched off to concentra- 
tion camps. 

Prominent members oi 
the community will be 
rounded up and extermi- 
nated. 

The only group ready to 
defend America against 
this reign of terror, he as- 
sured us, is the John Birch 
Society's underground. 

An 18-year-old girl sucked 
in her breath, aghast. 

Tlie faces of the boys 
turner^ grim. 

And they believed . . . 
o 

OUR BIRCH UNIT oper- 
Turn to Page B, Cols. J-4 , 




An U-y ear-old Univer- 
sity of California at Santa 
Barbara political science 
student^ David Arnold, 
has revealed he spent the 
past tioo months as a 
member of a secret cam- 
pus chapter of the John 
Birch Society, the conser- 
vative-nationalist, anti- 
Communist group which 
has been making national 
headlines recently. 

Arnold, who worked his 
way up to leader of the 
Birch unit and vice 
president-elect of another 
group he describes as a 
Birch front, herewith be- 
gins a series of exclusive 
articles in which he 
describes proceedings of 
secret meetings, cloak- 
and - dagger rendezvous, 
reports of an under- 
ground military move- 
vieiit and many Birch 
members* absolute con- 
viction that the Commu- 
nists will take over the 
United States unless the 
Birch philos^M^i^evails. 
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Student Group Sets JJp a Counter Force 



From Page Oncj 

fitted In secrecy. But the 
paiita Barbara Freedom 
CHjib, our movement mth 
TrtdcH we plaiuned to infil- 
trate botH the college and 
hfeh school, operated open- 
ly and we denied any con- 
nection laetween the two. Ac- 
tually the Kitire Birch chap- 
ter were members of the 
Freedom Club and held ab- 
solute control. 

A Jellow Birch member 
and Z even went to the FBI 
to deny charges by another 
cajnpus group that the Birch 
and Freedom ui^ts were linked 
and to provide infonnation for 
ari" FBI investigation of the 
"other group." 

That "other group" was 
*^blius." ^ 

■ Soon after I had joined the 
Birchers I decided to set up a 
coiinterforce which, using 



the information I could 
easily obtain about Birch 
operations, could toss an oc- 
casional monkey-wrench into 
the works. Our main purpose 
was to' bring the connection 
between Birch and the Santa 
Barbara Freedom Club into 
the open. 

Four of my student friends 
-^Linco ln KUijin, ijtober t 
Martm , ^ ft"**^ giT|;fpr.-_a«'H 
^ack Forem— f ormed "Pub 
lius." We, bor rowed the 
pseudonym frota John Jay, 
A 1 e X a nder Hamilton and 
James Madison, who used it 
as a pen name when writing 
the "Federalist" papers. 

Together we wrote and 
distributed the "Publius" 
articles and planned the 
strategy to be used. in expos 
ing the TelationBhip. between 
the two conservative groups. 

We spent many sleepless 
nights preparing "Publius" 



material. My "Publius" [serious danger of discovery 
friends also spent a good 
deal of time helping me do 
paperwork for the organiza- 
tions we <> were working to 
expose. I 

Line Kiliam^ especially, was 
to play a [pieaningful role In 
the deception. 



So I denounced I;inc to my 
fellow Birchmen as a probable 
Communist and the security 
leak which had tipped 'Tub 
lius." 



LINC HAD become quite 
cozy with several members 
of the Freedom. Club and was 
on the verge of being accept- 
ed for membership when a 
complication arose. 

We had arranged for a dis 
concerting telegram from 
"Publius" to be delivered at 
a secret Birch meeting at a 
Santa Barbara motel. 

To my great discomfort, 
only a handful of the most 
trusted members showed up 
for the meeting, I among 
them. I appeared to be in 



It really worked out pretty 
well because I didn't even 
have to stop seeing Line— 
the Birchmen assigned me to 
gain his confidence and re- 
port back. 

We still call poor old Line 
"The Commie." 

« 

MONDAY: How the 
Birch Society planned to 
recruit among high school 
students and how "Pub- 
lius" worked against 
them. Follow this exclu- 
sive inside report daily in 
The Examiner. Phone 
Richmond 8-1212 for 
prompt delivery. 




^ . EXCERPT FROM BIRCH SOQETY REPORT OF FEB. 19 TO ROBERT WELCITS HEADQUARTERS 
,|li It indicateg the ckapter*» control over the Santa Barbara Freedom Cluhf soft pedaling of Bociety txtions, n 
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irch Society 
Undermines U.S., 
Says Javits 

PRENCETOtf, N. J. (UPI)— 
Sen. Javits, R., N. Y., said Sat- 
urday he hoped for continued 
exposure — even to the extent 
of a congressional investiga- 
tion—of the John Birch So 
ciety. 

In a speech on world af 
fairs at Princeton University, 
the Senator said the society's 
membership "undermines the 
very foundations of the Re- 
public because they jeopardize 
the confidence of the people 
in their tried and proven 
leaders" 

Javits cited the society as 
an example of conservatism 
ithat can "lead to movements 
that feed on our national 
frustrations and can under- 
mine our national heritage of 
freedom." 

The Birch organization was 
a reminder "that the princi- 
ples of a free society can be 
'eroded from the extreme right 
as well as the extreme left," 
Javits said, .u ^. 
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Delefwfe John Birch Socief y =^-,=^^ 

Rousselot Refutes 
Atty. Gen. Kennedy 

WASHINGTON, April 8 aiPn— Re p. .Tohn H, 
Rousselo t; Republican of California,. a member of the 
Tohn Birch Society, took issue yesterday with Attor- 
ney General Robert Kennedy's statement that the 
group was "ridiculous" arid made "no contribution to 
the fight against communism." 

-. ._^„_ .^ ^,j believe that these re- 

marks are very unfortunate 
and irresponsible,'? Kousse- 
lot said. 

The California Republican 
said it was ."hard lor me to 
.understand how Mr. Kennedy 
could have arrived , at these 
conclusions" if he^ had! studied 
the society's publications, or 
had attended a local chapter 
imeeting. . • 

j Rousselot said 'Kennedy 
ishowed "lack' pi understand- 
ing as to one of the main pur- 
poses'* of the society. 

That purpose, -lie said, was 
"to keep its members and 
.guests .fully informed as to 
jthe nature, purpose and In 
't6.nt of ,the Communist con- 
'Splracy in this country. 
"This refutes Mr. Ken- 
nedy's argument that they 
make no contribution to the 
fight against Communism," 
he said, ^'because, on the 
.contrary, the John Birch So- 
ciety contributes by keeping 
its chapter mtSi'iiin^xa >and 
others informed." 
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JRousilofHits 
Bob Kennedy 
on Birch Stand 

Times Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON — Rep. 
John H. Rousselot (R-San 
Gabriel) accused Atty. Gen. 
Kennedy Friday of being ir- 
responsible for describing 
the John Birch Society as ri- 
diculous and a hindrance in 
the fight against commu- 
nism. 

Rousselot, one of two Cali- 
f r n i a congressmen who 
fiave identified themselves as 
members of the controversial 
anti-Communist society, sug- 
gested the attorney general 
didn't know what he was 
talking about. Kennedy 
made his comment on the 
Birch Society at a press con- 
ference Thursday, saying: 

'1 think they are ridicu- 
iGUS. I don't think anyone 
should pay any attention to 
them. I don't think they 
make any contribution to the 
light against communism in 
the United^Si^gs^nd if any- 
thing they are a hindrance." 



Rou s.selot Re plies 

■To this^ Rouiselot replied 

"I believe that these re- 
marks are very unfortunate 
and irresponsible . . . It is 
hard for me to understand 
how Mr, Kennedy could have 
arrived at these conclusions 
if he had fully read the John 
Birch Society blue book or 
if he had been to a local 
chapter meeting. 

"To say that the society 
makes no contribution to the 
fight against communism is 
to show his lack of under- 
standing as one of the main 
purposes of each chapter is 
to keep its members and 
guests who attend fully in- 
formed as to the nature, pur- 
pose and intent of the Com- 
munist conspiracy in 1his 
country." 

Rousselot a^-c! ili^>r'n-cd 
that he hs? ? rcc-^-^'Oj^ an invi- 
tation to (Ictciir: the Birch 
SociOy jn ?i nationally tele- 
:red . 'I'^b^ie later this 



"moni 
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VISITS COUNTY 



Birch Leader 



Wei 



comes 



Probe 



One of the top leaders ot the 
controversial John Birch Society 
said he would definitely welcome 
an investigation of the organiza- 
tion "by any duly constituted le- 
gal body." 

Paul H, Talbert, a Beverly Hills 
Insurance broker and a member 
ol the 25-member national council 
of the society, told members, of 
the Orange County Press Club 

Prsday night this was the first 
3 "in a long while" he had 
jed with Sen. Thomas H. Ku- 



chel, of Anaheim, R-Calif. 

Kuchel Thursday denounced the 
Birch Society and its founder as 
"outrageous"' and called for a 
Senate mvestigation of, their ac- 
tivities. 

Taibert said the tenets of the 
society "have nothing to do with 
the allegations made by Sen. 
Kuchel." , 

Flatly stating the organization 
was not a secret society, Taibert 
said the Birch group was pub 
iishing advertisements for its 
widely publicized "BiuC' Book", a 
statement of aims and principles, 
in various newspapers. Hg said 
the society has had an office at 
3750 W. Sixth St. in Los Angeles 
for some months. 

The Birch Society, Taibert said, 
"is for less government, more 
responsibility, individual freedom 
and a better world." 

"\^, want to stop as soon' as 
we cfin the: socialization of our 
govenjiment,." Taibert said. 

He iaidthe Birch Society was 
working for "the return of tiie 
kind of government our forefa- 
thers founded." 

Rapping the World Court of the 
U.N. as a debating society, Tai- 
bert -said the preservation of the 
United States and its soverignty 
was a primary goal of the society. 

Among the things the Birch So- 
ciety is working for, he said, is 
the retention of, the Connally 
amendment which limits jurisdic- 
tion of the World Court in U.S. 
affairs. 

Taibert denied the society had 
named former President Eisen- 
hower as a Communist. 

"Our society has not named any 
of those people listed in the pa- 
pers as Communists," be said. 
He said the labehng of incnvid- 
ualsfes Communists is not a ^^nc- 
tion ^f the society. *.j 

Qittried as to whether he agreed 

with^Rohert Welch, founder of 

the Birch Society, who had beer, 

(Turn to Page A8, Column 1) 
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^Mare About 



Birch Speaker 



{Continued from Page Al) 

repelled as saying Eisenhower 
was a Communist, Talbert said, 
"I don't believe Mr. Eisenhower 
is a Communist." 

He said demands for an apology 
for the Welch statements, which 
reportedly -appeared in a letter 
written by Welch and circulated 
among his friends, would have to 
be answered by Welch. 

Talbert said the group had nei- 
ther religious or racial barriers 
but wanted "all men of good 
faith." 

He said he was unable to say 
how many members and chapters 
the society had in Orange Coun- 
ty. Talbert said he knew person- 
ally of only one member in the 
county. 

"If you would ask me how 
many members and. chapters 
.there are in Beverly Hilisj^' Tai- 
pert said, "I could tell ycu." j 
I He said he was also unable to' 
[provide a list of memberlhip off 
k ^ I 



the organization, adding that this 
information would have to be ob- 
tained on a local basis, - 
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Bill's Death Told 
Ex'OWcer 




BILLINGS, Mfent. CAP>— The 
president of afBUlings radio- 
television .station says "tliere 
was no real object lesson" and 
"certainly no glory" in the 
death of the man for whom 
the John Birch society was 
named. 

■ Joseph Sample, president of 
KOOK and KOOK-TV, said he 
served as a first lieutenant in 
1945-46 in the same Office .of 
Strategic Services detachment 
in northern China to which 
Birch was assigned. Sample re 
viewed circumstances of 
(Birch's death in a weekly news- 
paper interview. He said his 
knowledge of the case was 
based on an oral report by a 
staff sergeant wi|ti Birch at 
the time of his fi^th 
Said Sample: 



"When Worl(f War n 
erupted, Birch was a mission- 
ary serving in China. His fam- 
iliarity with the country led to 

his assignment as an Intelli- 
gence officer with Gen. Chen- 
nault's Flying Tigers. He was 
later transferred to Detach- 
ment 202 of tRe Office of 
Strategic Services, Gen. 'Wild 
,Biir Donovan^s supersecret in-; 
teliigence agency, operatingj 
out of Kunming, China." > 
I By the fall of 1945, Sample| 
said, the local war lord at( 
Kunming was involved ,in a 
power struggle with Chiangi 
Kai-ShPjf.'r.rrTitol govemment} 
and had threatened to seize 
all American arms for pri- 
vate use. 

, ^''Against tjiis background, 



Capt. Birch |was assigned a 
mission in dintral China. His 
was a small team^, consisting 
of a staff Sergeant, a radio 
operator, interpreter, and a 
code clerk. The mission should 
have been routine. 

"Upon his arrival at the des- 
iignated area the team was met 
by a force of Chinese Reds. "The 
Chinese were understandably 
disturbed by what seemed to 
them an unwarranted intru- 
sion into their area and de- 
manded an explanation. 

"Capt. Birch chose to at 
tempt to hluff his way out ol 
a difficult situatiejp. Harsh 
worlls led to insultl, and in-', 

sulw to arrogance. Iglnally, !n 
a m of rage, the Ctiln^e Ocasft- 
munist' leader Jihot Blrdi. TSaia 
was Aug. 25, 1945, -10 (Jays 
after vj day. 
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; Birch Society 
Weakened by 
{-■ Wild Charges 

■; WASHINGTON— A newspapei' columnist's mail is 
Vsually a pretty good cross-section of what the people 
of America are thinking. Of late, my mail has become 
ijiore voluminous than ever, as more people want in- 
formation about the Kennedy administration or want to 
^rgue about the new President. ,«=_ 




Here is part o£ one day's 
answer to. a newspaper col 
timnist's mail. 
. Dr. Norman 
Vincent 'Peale; 
Marble Collegi- 
ate Church, 
New York — I 
appreciate the, 
inform a- 
tion that, al- 
, though you did 
.attend a meet- 
i^ilg of Protes- 
n t c I e r er y 
lich later is^ PEARSON 
6fted a' statement doubting 
e qualifications of a Cath- 
olic for President, you had 
i nothing to do with the prepa- .. 
j ration . of the statement and 
never signed it. 
j" S William Friedman, De- 
j iroit — Although some mem- 
) hers of the Kennedy admin- 
I istration were convinced 
' that Defense Secretary Mc- 
! Kamara had been advised by 
I David Rockefeller and Hen- 
ry Pord II not to appoint 
. pranklm D. Roosevelt Jr. as 
secretary of the Navy, this 
: was not correct. 
' < I CARRIED the denial of 
I flie Ford office at the time, 
) antl "since then have further 
I Confirmation from David! 
; Jlocketefler. He wasn't even 
i temotely cognizant of the 



American n e w s p la- 
j^,j,rs;f^ce the difficult altlr- 
t|iUi^e.,. of ignoring the |o- 
cSsty.-.aiid letting it grow 
clandestinely, or criticizing 
il, thereby giving it publici- 
fy.^., _ 

r. Mrs. Margaret Schumm, 
Seattle — I did not go to Eu- 
TCf>p^ ' with the ' American 
i^riends ' Service Committee 
■in 1,919. to escape the draft, 
^he' war was over at that 

jJiime' and I had already 

TheRockefeller family ha r served in the U.S. 'Army, 



fcftpt'dut'Of Kennedy politic ; 
aid- cabinet appointments. 
i|w.,.Roy Pace, Carlsbaa, 
Cfl.r— The. petition to secure 
10 million' names supporting 
the Mate Sen. McCarthy fell 
so far short of even a mil- 
lion names that the total was 

never' 'published. ' ^ ggp^-ce abroad, in w , 

^ Frank- Gibson, Lewiston.iijght have then been callld 
Me.— The. John Birch Soci- ^ j "peace corps/' only " 



r- Unlike the postwar period 
^f today, there was no draft 
^ter World War I, and 1 
iyas in, no way obligated to 
i^spond to military service 
qr any other service. 
S I WROTE a recent col 
timn- regarding this two 
" t 



fely ,h'&s flourished in some 
areas, ■ claiefly because it has 
had the "backing of impor- 
tant-business leaders, among 
iheriv William Grade, presin 
dent of' the J. T. Case Farm' 
tsnplement Co.; Cola Parker, 



se of the tremendclis 
aiftount of interest on tne 
part of current American 
youth in the Kennedy Peace 
Corps; and because of my. 
Relief that young people, 
who" take time out to work, 
ad of Kimberly-Clark, and fer others actually get more 
Coleman Andrews, of from -it than they realize, 
ichmond, Va., former com- : ^ ^^ ^^ Anderson, Ha- 
issioner of mternal reve- ^g^own, Pa.-In my opinionj 

federal aid to education is' 
absolutely necessary if we| 
are going to keep American 
schools ■ ahead of the fast- 
moving system of Russian; 
education. I do not believej 
fedei^al aid for teachers' sal-j 



nue. • In California, Rep. 
Hiestand of Altadena is a 
iiiember. 

>1 m .GENERAL, the - ex- 
treme charges of the soci- 
ety', namely, that Eisen- 
:hower "was a devoted and 



convinced Communist" who ^^ies will affect what thesej 
[took orders from his brother 
jililtonjand that John FostCj 
;P«lles. was a "Communi, 
^a,'aertt,'V have soured^ mos| 
l^^sible people regardin; 
society. 



chers teach, any nypre; 

n federal aid to medfcali 

ools — ^which now totals, 

If a billion dollars annjtal-^ 

If — affects what these eloc-: 
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tors practice or their labora- 
tory tests. 

M. Louise A^'alle, Los An- 
geles — Probably you failed 
to note one of my earlier 
columns in which I report- 
ed that President Betan- 
court of Venezuela had once 
been a Communist, but 
long ago gave up that doe- 
trine. He is now, like many 
other ex-Communists, a vig- 
orous foe of Communists and 
is hated by them. 

Mrs. Harry J. Peters, Los 
Angeles — The testimony be- 
fore the U.S. Senate Educa- 
tion Subcommittee that the 

tholic bishops of Puerfc 
ico founded their owti 

atholic Action Party" afi- 
' the Puerto Rican legisll- 
t?ire refused to permit re- 
ligious teaching in the 
schools is borne out by his- 
torical fact and as far as I 
know has never been denied 
by the Catholic Bishops or 
anyone exxeptyou. 

THERE IS NO question 
whatsoever that the Catho- 
lic bishops of Puerto Rico 
threatened parishioners with 
; excommunication during the 
last election if they voted 
for Gov. Luis Munoz Marui 
and his party — which had 
opp osed rel igious teaching 
inJhe.s.QioDls._ 



The action of the Cath 
bishops in Puerto Ri 

doubtedty was deplor 
many Catholics in t 

n i t e d States, includiiig 

esident Kennedy, who suf- 
fered from it during the 
election. Nevertheless, it did 
happen, 

Mrs. J. C. Tennison, Great 
Mills, Md. — Sen. Butler of 
Nebraska was misinformed; 
-when he. wrote in 1943 that; 
the United States had^poured^ 
•'six thousand 'million dol- 
lars" into Latin America in^ 
a gigantic hemispheric hand- 
out. 

WE HAVE given' no su 
money to Latin America 
any time, nor have we loane|ii 
or given Latin America an 
wliere near a fraction of tl^e 
mtney we have advanced or 
giten to western Europe. 
t ^he current Kennedy pro- 
posal of '$500 million in de- 
velopment loans to Latin 
America, plus $100 million 
of foreign aid, contrasts with 
approximately $4 biUion of 
foreign aid to other parts of 
the world voted in the last 
Eisenhower budget, 

Isbell School, Santa Paula, 
Cal — Thank you so much 
for the §8.78 collected by the( 
members of your schoolroom 
for the "University of the 
Americas.'* 

The fact that you collected 
the money by selling mar- 
bles and giving up your owa 
luncheon money will be vem 

tch appreciated by the Cp- 
\ refugees who are nqW 
jggling to get an edum- 
1 in the United States. ■ 



• » 



•« 



Bares Link to 
Blrch^SocTety 

SANTA BARBARA, Calif., 

April 8 {UPl>-An 18-year-oId 
University of California 'stu- 
dent here has revealed' he de- 
liber ately became a member 
of a right-wing campus group I 
for two nionths to prove its' 
connection with the ultracon-l 
servative John Birch Society.! 
David Arnold of San Lean- 
dro, Calif,, a political science 
major made the disclosure as 
he resigned as vice president 
of the Freedom Club, a self-. 
described conservative and! 
patriotic student organiza-' 
tion, and was' also sending a 
letter resigning his Birch: 
membership to Robert Welch, 
the societ y's founder 
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Arnold r eirpjled . his duar 
ro!e Friday in the university 
newspaper, El Gaucho, which 
also reproduced copies of his 



UC Santa Barbara Freshman Reveals 
; Dual Role; Tells of 'Front' Organization 

"-'': BY GENE BLAKE, Times Staff Representative 

S'ANTA BARBARA — An 

18-year-old freshman at the 

University of California here 

revealed Friday that he infil- 

itrat'ed the campus chapter 

I of the John Birch Society 
j through the Freedom Club, 

which he described as a 
("front" for tlfie controversial 
f ultra-conseryative gi^oup. 
;' .David Ariiold, a political 
:■ science majfor, made the dis- 
; clt>sure when he announced 
} his resignation as leader//of 
; the John Birch unit and'/ as 

vice president of the,Free- 

domCM). ^^ 

■ . While s e r V i n g in both 
j groups, Arnold said, he also 
I participated /in a group 
; known as Pi iblius which ha- 
I rassed the qtner t\vo organi- 
' zations with bulletin board 
' letters suggesting their se- 
cret connection. 

' Offices Switched 

It was because of this ha- 
rassing that ofheerships in 
both organizations were 

■ switched around, leaving 
open the job of leader of the 
campus John Bircli Society. 
Arnold said he was given 




David Arnoid 



this job a ..eek ago by a co-t l^^eT"'"''. ""'""' 



Joi ns ia Feb niarv 

Arnold said he joined the 
Freedom Club in February. 
After determining it was an, 
organ for the Birch Society, 
he said he decided prospec 
"be 



resignatioi ?T - tnafl - i ;eports ofi 
John Birch Society meetings.' 

He said that as publicity- 
chairman of the Freedom'; 
Club he had participated ini 
the mailing of an announce-: 
ment to the entire 11th and 
12th grade student body at 
the San Marcos High School, 
Titled "Will You Be Free toj 
Celebrate Christmas in the 
Future?" the announcement 
exhorted the students to join 
the Freedom Club. j 

Mails Warnings i 

Arnold said that in his role 
as a Publius member, he then' 
mailed warnings to all of the' 
children's parents, pointing 
out that the Freedom Club 
was a front for the John, 
Birch Society. 1 

Arnold also made available' 
a report signed by a former' 
leader of the John Birch So-,! 
ciety unit, which read in| 
part as follows: l 

"In view of the fact thatj 
the very bad smear of the so-! 
ciety on the college campus, 
has left us powerless to stand 
up publicly for the society' 
... it was decided to soft; 
-pedal the society's activities^ 
iand concentrate on the Free-j 
dom Club.".^, -J, I 
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ordinator for the John Birch ^ 
Society. ' 

According to Arnold, there j 
are lo members of the Free-r 
dom Club on the university' 
campus and nine of them* 
constitute the entire roster 
of the Johif'DiiUi iinit there. 



He said he and four friends 
then formed Publius, a name 
borrowed from the combined 
pen name of Alexander Ham- 
Jlton, John Jay and James i 
Madison during the fight for 
ratification of the United 
States^ConstitinidS. 
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Recruiting 
in Schools Bared 
by Youtt Leader 



Arnold^ 
in early. February 



life began 
when he 



i^c^S;^**^ 




"Unbalanced, excited and 
definitely out of 'focus" 
Read charge made by Pilot, 
leading Catholic paper, 
against Birch Society ^ /*. JO. 

Conniff critics wire pro- 
test to FBI, Page 2. 



By JAMES PECK 

SANTA BAHBABA — An 18- 
year-old University' of Call 
f omia-Santa Barbara freshman 
revealed Frid^ hevMs^beeja. a 
member, of th^ ullar<;on5erva- 
tive John Birch Society for 
moEe than -two months. 

David Arnold, a political 
science major whose home is 
in San Leandro,. Kept detailed 
records of his experiences 
and collected information 
Tvhich indicates the Birch 
to re- 
school 

iyouths through the use of 
[affiliated clubs. 
! -During his 2-mpnth mas- 
querade he also functioned 
isecretly in another , group 
lattaclting the Birchers.' 

As this story is being writ- 
,ten in a motel room with 
Arnold beside me, the Birch 
group is unaware their chap' 
ter leader is no longer one of 
them. Only a few minutes 
ago he was asked by tele- 
phone to meet with his fellow 
members at 3 o'clock this 
afternoon. >;— _-^ 



visited the American Opinion 
Library, .run , by the .Birch 
Society. He had become cu- 
rious when he read a letter to 
the editor of a Santa Barbara 
newspaper from a Birch 
member, inviting those inter- 
ested to drop in at the 
library. 

Arnold knew nothing .of 
the Birch Society. He said he 
[went simply because of his 
I interest in politics. 

Two things occurred during 
the visit: Arnold said he 
learned what the Birch group 
stood for and its tactics and 
realized immediately that he 
was "deeply opposed to its 
philosophy"; and he. met a 
man name d Chet Merriam. 

Merriam, a 26-yeaf-old se 
s' jfled "evangelist." at fir; 
p esented himself simply 
a member of the Santa B: 
bara Freedom Club, a coft- 



underground. Society is attempting 
- - — "^ — ^ emit college and high 
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YOUTH LEADER SAYS: 



Some in Birch 
Society Told 
to Buy Arms 



From Page One 

servative youth group recen^ 
ly organized here. But he was 
soon to identify himself to 
Arnold as a salaried area 
youth coordinator for the 
John Birch Society, claiming 
to be responsible only to Rob- 
ert Welch, ^the organization's 
founder, '■' " ■*■ ' . ■-' ■ 
■ Arnold said" he^allowed him- 
self to be recruited intolDoth 
the Birch and F*re'edom 
groups and played Tiis right 
wing role so successfully he 
became leader of the campus 
chapter of the Birch Society 
and vice president-elect of 
th6 Freedom Club. 

Arnold said he was upset 
at what he learned. He se- 
cretly formed an opposition 
group, "Publius," composed of 
four other students who bor- 
rowed the pen name used by 
Alexander Hamilton, John 
Jay and James Madison when 
they were fighting for ratifi- 
"-oitifiuiiwof the United States 
Constitution. 




CHET MERRIAM 



Paid youth recruiter. 
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"Publius" needled the Birch 
and Freedom groups by sug- 
gesting a connection between 
then) on bulletin boards, in 
the letters column of the 
campus paper, by following 
up Freedom Club mailings 
with a counterattack sent to 
the same mailing list (mys- 
teriously acquired), and by 
having irreverent telegrams 
delivered to a secret meeting 
of th§ Birchers. 

As the tactics and pWloso- 
phy of the .groups he had 
penetrated were revealed to 
him by their members, these 
were some of the things which 
Arnold said upset him: 

• HYSTERICAL warnings 
"that within two years the 
Communists will^^.i^ie oyer 
the United States, murdertog^ 
pillaging, destroying:"'' "" 

• THAT A BIRCH under- 
ground is iunctioning, com- 
manded hy retired military 
officers. 

• "LYI^G, DECEPTION 
and duplicity" were accepted 
by members as legitimate 
weapons against the Com- 
munist Conspiracy. 

• THE MEMBERSHIP, al- 
most in to to, believed govern- 1 
ment, education and thej 
clei^y teem with Communist 
agents, many in positions of, 
high authority. | 

• CERTMN" MEMBERS ofi 
the group "advised others to 
acquire weapons secretly so 
that when the Communists' 
take over there would be no; 
records in existence to pin- 
point Birchers with weapons." 

Friday morning, convinced 
he now had the information 
needed to prove liis allega- 
tions, David Arnold sent this 
letter, written on an official' 
John Birch_Society chapter; 
te-povt f'^lf~~'^^ area co-| 
ordlnp^ 1'"" - .- J 



Mr. Chet,Meiria^J. 
My Coordinator 
P. O. BOX 1083 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 

I am afraid I must resign 
my positions as vice president 
of the Freedom Club and 
leader of the secret chapter of 
the UCSB campus John Birch 
Society. 

With all these meetings at 
motels and so forth, I have 
not been eating properly and 
have not Kept in training for 
track meets. I have been ne- 
flecting my srhohli^work, also. 



1 'Being Pubiius has taken a 
lot of time, too. 

Therefore, i must tender 
my resignation. 

I will mail the white copy 
of this report to Mr. Welch 
at the home office of the 
John Birch Society, as di- 
rected below. 

Respectfully, 
S/David Arnold 
Freshman . 
Anacapa Hall, UCSB; 



Monday morning at 8 
Arnold will be sitting in class 
room 1115-C, Philosophy I, 
his "underground" mission 
completed. He said he's glad 
it's over because he's tired of 
lying about how he feels. His 
mother, who approves of his 
actions but has worried ter 
ribly, is glad it's over, too. 

There is one thing Arnold , 
is anxiousi for everyone to 
1 understand: 
: "This does not mean that 
I, in any way, ^underrate the 
danger ^oit s^?-, ^e^e^^mjmi^t 
threat. There is a threat and 
it's a serious one. 

"However, in order to fight 
this threat we find it neces- 
sary to forsake the idealsand 
principles for which our 
coimtry has always stood, 
then we surely cannot have 
much respect o^o^fiftance 
in these ideals.^___^„ ' 



"I belle vfi the Co nlmimlst 
threat can and ' must he 
fought— but in the American 
tradition, where the ends 
don't justify the means and 
where duplicity and deceit 
are as foreign as communism 
itself." 

Beginning Sunday The 
Examiner will publish the 
exclusive account by David 
Arnold of his two months in 
the John Birch Society, the 
ultra-conservative nationalist 
group which has caused a 
nationwide controversy. 

Arnold will describe in de- 
tail proceedings of secret 
meetings, cloak and dagger 
rendezvous, reports of an 
underground military move- 
ment, and the predictions of 
a Communist takeover in the 
United Sta tes wlttu n two 
years. »= " " -^ 



Catholic Paper Calls 
Birchers Out of Focus 

Organ of Boston Archdiocese Terms 
Society 'a Good Thing Gone Wrong' 



BOSTON (UPl) — The Pi- 
lot, official organ of the Bos- 
ton Roman Catholic arch- 
diocese, said Friday that the 
John Birch Society move- 
ment "with alli kinds of good 
intentions allowed, is unbal- 
anced. e:icited and definitely 
out of focus." 

On Page 1 of the same is- 
jsue, the Pilot printed a story 
I on Richard Cardinal Cush- 
ing's speech Wednesday at 
North Easton. At that time 
the cardinal described Rob- 
ert Welch, founder of the 
Birch Society, as "a sincere 
and dedicated man." 

'Absurdities* 

But the cardinal said that 
"anyone who suggests for- 
mer President Eisenhower 
promoted Communist causes 
is speaking in absurdities." 
He adaecTchat "we must de- 



plore the exaggerations and 
excesses which discredit 
even a good thing." 

In its lead editorial, titled 
"The Unbalanced View/' the 
newspaper said: 

"In a world as complex as 
ours, simplication can be a 
vice and sincerity is no ex- 
cuse lor exaggeration. Noth- 
ing discredits a good cause 
quicker than supporting it 
by misrepresentation. When 
we feed the cause of genu- 
ine anti - communism with 
overstatement, we err just as 
badly as those who nourish 
communism itself by under- 
statement , . ." 

The Pilot said that the les- 
sons' which can be profitably 
drawn from such an endeav- 
or — "a good thing gone 
wrong" — are many and 
should not he lQgi_QiL^ 
thoughtful observers. 
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Welch toTalk at Shrine 



Capacity Crowd t^ i 
Hear Birch Leader i 

A capacity crowd is expected to turn out tomor- 
row night to hear a talk by Robert Welch, national 
teader of the anti-Communist John Birch Society,, at 
the Shrine Auditoriuoi. * 
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Welch, who arrived here 
cesterday, declared Jthe 
todety "isn't secret," iDij; Is 
trying to "prevent the break- 
iown of morality," will ad- 
Iress the Freedom Club of 
£)r. James W. Plfleld's First 
Songregatlonal Church. 

Dr. Fifield said that 6000 
Sckets for the talk have been 
lompletely sold out. Welch's 
61k will be taped and will be 
elecast in full Tuesday at 
0:30 p. m. over Channel H, 
CTTV, according ti a church 
poKesman, 

The 61-year-old retired candy 
nanufacturer from Belmont, 
I ilass., said he would welconie 
ui Investigation of his group 
)y California, but he ex- 
ffessed doubt that it could be 
lone. 

SEEKS V. S. PROBE 
There is a legal questi6n as 
whether any state has the 
ight to hold an investigation 
hat would be of national con- 
iern, Welch said: 

"I think the proper place 
is in Congress, before either \ 
the House or Senate, and 
the sooner it can be set up 
the better." 

m a television Interview' 
Bst night with Dr. Pifield, the 
aergyman asked Welch if the 
ociety was setni-secxet. Welch 
eplled: 

*lt is not semi-secret iifi^ 
any way. We dont tell how"^ 
many members we have, 
and we'll not tell the names 
of GUI members. 

"Except for these two 
things there are no secrets 
a^out the John Bhch 
ity." 
Appose collecttviS 

'elch said the John Blirth! 
oclety, named for a misslo: 
jiy and air force Intellige: 



St 
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ffider who was killed 
aiiijese COmmimists, Is 
ag 50 prevent the breakdi 
f morality.' 

He said also it opposes 
isease of collectivism 
re've got to stop the Com- 
iimists first. Our primary 
bjective is to educate 



'the. 



J lority . , . either one of the 
aminittees of the Housd or 
ens te." it 

D: . Fifield asked "whet|ier 
.le Communist conspirpcy 
ouai have made progress 
Ithout the unlmowing con- 
ivance of people high in 
our ovemment " 
eighbors ^d fellow citizens *i don't think so," Welch 

^J}^^i^^ ^F2^^^^-\ f«PUed. "Certainly there 
Fifield said he had heard has been a considerable 
aat a purpose of the society, amowit of connivance 
[ to get Chief Justice Earl, idthin our government.'^ 

pastor told Welch; }'l 




that the pres* 



l(|nl 



barren deposed. 

**Thars just one of our 
specific objectives," said 

*Velch. h34teria about the John Bfrch 

STATE QUIZ Society will result In a million 

some congressmen have members for your society 
Baled for investigation of thej. • . God bless you 
rganizatlon. Atty. Gen. Hob- rni /^ i 

rt F. Kennedy said last week rBI OOUnterSpV 
e thinks the society is ridiCu- - _ r # 

)us, that its members "make 

contribution ... to the 
ght against Communism 
ere in the United states, and 

1 fact 1 think if anything 
aey are a hindrance," , 

The California State Senate 
u:t-findlng committee on un- 
imerlcan activities an- 
ounced Saturday It has 
i^eduled an inquiry into the 
ticiety for some time after 
sfe legislature adjourns in 
line. , 

Fifield. remarking that the 
jciety is a national organl- 
ation, suggested the proper 
lace for an investigation Is 
I the federal government 
♦ WELCOMES PROBE 

'TVithout a doubt," Welch 
(aid. "Besides a Supreme 
court decision has said 
Ihat states can have noth- 
tng |ko do with subverslffe 

Wftch said he would wel- 
)rm a national InvestlgaQan 
"properly constituted au: 



Backs Birchers 

SAN DIEGO, AprU 10 CUPI)| 
—Matt Cvetic, former Ameri-| 
can counterspy in Communist 
organizations, has endorsed 
the controversial John Birch 
Society. 

"I have met many John 
Birchers," said Cvetic, "their 
aim is to preserve the Amer- 
ican way of life. With the 
Beds in control of Cuba, 90 
miles from our shores, it is 
high time some Americans 
became concerned." 
Cvetic made these remarks 
after disclosing he sent a tele 
gram to State Sen. Hugh M, 
Bums (D., Fresno). 

The telegram criticized.the 
Oaifomla Democratic C&un 
cm and urged Bums to "tind 
oup how the Kremlin's jprty 
iMe became part of the obun- 
^^ platform." _^ , 
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Sen. Javits 

SenJavits 
Asks Probe of 
Birch Society I 

PRINCETON, NJ. (iB — 
Sen. Jacob K. Javits (R-N.Y.) 
Saturday called for a coii' 
gressional investigation of 
the militantly conservative 
John Birch Society. 

In a speech at the Prince- 
ton University Symposium 
on World Affairs, Javits 
said: 

"The John Birch Society 
has now come along to re- 
mind us again that the prin- 
ciples of a free society can 
be eroded from the extreme 
right ao well as the extreme 
left. Can we be complacent 
when men of "position and 
influence seriously fight for 
the impeachment of Su- 
preme Court (Chief) Justice 
Earl Warren? Or when its 
leader is a man who has. 
seriously contended that 
President Eisenjtiower was 'a 
dedicated, conscious agent 
of the Communist conspira- 
cy?' Or when a secret group 
purports to fix a Communist 
label on, people . who don't 
suit them? They undermine 
the very foundations of the 
republic because they jeo- 
pardize the confidence of the 
people in their tried and 
proven leaders. 

"That is why, just as I 
have encouraged the con- 
tinued exposure of ultra- 
leftist movements, I hqpp 
Ilhere will be a o 
poSrol^'fef' th& , 
jjoeiety — even 
at a congressio 
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John Birch Society 
Hit by NAM Resolution 



NEW YORK m — An ex- 
ecutive of the National Assn. 
of Manufacturers disclosed 
Friday that the association 
adopted a resolution last 
September which indirectly 
rebulied the John Birch So- 
ciety. 

Charles Sligh, NAM ex- 
ecutive vice president, said 
the resolution was drafted 
after it was claimed in some 
published articles that cer- 
tain individuals in NAM 
member companies belonged 
to the society. 



Although the resolution 
was adopted in September, 
it. was hot publicized, since 
the matter was not in the 
news at the time, Sligh said. 

The resolution; 

"NAM believes complete- 
ly in the loyalty and integ- 
rity of President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, and further be- 
lieves he courageously and 
forthrightly has guided the 
foreign and domestic pol-i 
icies of the United States in 
the direction in which in his | 
judgment the best interests | 
of this country lie ..." _ f 
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JOHN B3DRCH SOCIETY 

smmun matter 
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The Preedcan Clul) and SBC1»C are off-campus student groups. 
The former 1» reportedly extreaiely conservative and latter Is 
Interested in abolishing HCUA and has similar literal aims* 
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Conhiff Critics Send 
Protest Wire to FBI 

Murray C. Beebe Jr.. of liattack by you upon the only 
Rptir Lane, Rolling Hills, took patriotic force which can now! 
pxceptlon to last Saturday's P"^^^^"** Communist destruc- 
Ex«mlner article bv FraMc^^^"^ °^^^'^ "^^^°"- ^'^ ^^^Pe 
Connlff. national "editor "of Ji?" /'l'" "^''^^^ ^ll^^^ ^^^^te- 
TUe Hearst. Newspapers, inr m/; "f ,?'°i:\P°f 1°" « ...' 



i.ir.v. ! "Thfi Wire Of April one from 

t'io arhclp sairt -Tb!- ,.« J^''''- ^^'^''^^ ^'"^^ -VO" received, 
porta- happens t know the ??^f ^f ''^ investigative a,en. 

the John Birch Socie y for f^?^^"'' *^"^' "'''' "^«^e 
quite some time now Sd hSS"^*-'"^' PS ^^^^^' ^^^^clu- 



its activities." 



can do more harm than good 
in combatting communism in 
Amerioa should put a crinin 
m the. burgeoning activities of 
the John Birch Society." 

Conniff did not associate 
Hoover with his (Conniff's) 
comment; "From what one 
can learn of iha inner struc- 
ture of the John Birch outfit, 
its table of organization re- 
sembles nothing so much as 
the prospectus of the Ku Klux 
Klan ... in the 1920's" and 
"eventually will reveal itself ; 
as an antiCatholJc, anti-; 
Semite movement." ' 

As a result, Mr. and Mrs. 
Beebe sent the following tele- 
gram to Hoover: 

"The Los Angeles Examiner 
in banner headlines has im- 
plied that you have branded 
the John Birch Society as 
anti-American, anti-Catholic 
and anti-Semetic. It says you 
have taken dim view of the 
society and have it under sur- 
veillancr. Having been strong 
believers in your patriotism ^ 
and Americanism in the past! 
we'tJcpicrf any such aiTCgeiit 



or indi 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Fedej-al Buipau of 
Investigation." ' 
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'I WAS A LEADER 
IN BIRCH SOCIETY' 

Tront' Lines 
"How Battle 
Is Fought 

David Arnold, IS, revealed Friday that for 
two months he had been active in the John Birch 
Society campus chapter at the University of Cali- 
fomia at Santa Barbara, while conducting an 
antirBirch campaign under pseudonym "Publius." 
Arnold was leader of the Birch group. This is the 
second exclusive article in which Arnold describes 
secret operations of the Birch Society and its front 
movement, the Santa Barbara Freedom Club. 

By DAVID ARNOLD 
As Told to James Peck 

(l- ip^riisht. 19«1. br The Ijv AnECla-KiRminrr, 

SANTA BARBARA— "We would organize fronts 
—little fronts, big fronts, temporary fronts, perma- 
ne ntfront s. all kinds of fronts." 

mat's a Bible quote to a Bircher. It's fron^ the 
Blue Book, and the fly pag^e reads "Copvrieht. 1959. 



y Robert Welch." • 

No one Is more aware than 
Welch that the front move- 
ment Is a favorite Commu- ; 
nist technique. He says a i 
little farther on in the Blue 
• Book: "We can stop letting 
i the Communists have the 
whole effective use of this 
weapon (the front technique) 
practically by default, and, 
what's more, we can use the 
noise and turmoil to help 
wake up a lot of people. . . ." 

As late as last Saturday 
night, after The Sunday 
Examiner was already on 
the stands with its docu- 
mentazy evidence to ^e 
contrary, the president of 
the Santa Barbara Freedom 
Club denied there was any 
connection between his or- 
ganization and ttie John 
Birch Society. 

This is a part of standard 
frontrmovement procedure. 

It is perfectly tirue the 
Freedom Club president Is < 
not a member of the Birch | 
Society. He resigned about a \ 
month ago when it was de- i 
cided he could serve John ' 
Birch better by severing his 
official relationship. But as 
far as Z know he has yet to 
miss a secret meeting of the 
Birch Society and is still 
active in their affairs. 

His actions were In 8C< 
cordance with the instruc- 
tions of our area coordi- 
nator, Chet Merriam, who 
had!- tnM 1IQ on man; ccc"- 
sions: Deny everything, 
make counter charges, and 
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if this fyont folils we'll 
start another. 
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This was why the Blrch- 
ers set up the Santa Bar- 
l>ara Preeicm Cttib. 



It was a very convenient 
assignment for me, since 
I was able to use the mall- 



a leRitlmate on^anlzatlon 
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The package Included- a 



cated. 
The Santa Barbara Birch- 






Ing ones.) 
Since the entire chapter 



men, as it happens, chose a of the Birch Society im- 
conservative youth group mediately Joined the Free- 
whlch had been formed last dom Club, it was not too 
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any other organization All the offices were filled 

whose mission is to sway by Jb people. 

public opinion. Young The thing our John Birch 



be ftee to celebrate Christ 
mas in the future?" above 
a lengthy transcript of 
some testimony before the 
House Committee on Un- 



the dangers of com- 
munism. 
The packet was the kind 
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was quite pleased to receive *»» the need for absolute 
this letter, a signed copy of secrijcy about the link be- 
which is before me: twefin the two organiza- 
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of California at Santa Bar- B.rch Society. 



t*)^i»)Mt^^i^>Mr- 



mlfrht wpli have succeeded 
in brinsing in many mem- 
bers. 



Birch Society was made 



been discussing the trend 



m'iWt-<iNT»< 




ganization and the work it 
is doing in colleges, we 
should be grateful if you 
could send us information 
on how we can set up a 
branch of Young Ameri- 
cans for Freedom here in 
I Santa Barbara." 



schools m the Santa Bar- 



the university, but decided 
against it for fear the ad- 
ministration would exert 
too much control over us, 
so we met in town. 

With the Freedom Club 
name we had access both 



f "1 < yiu«?^Mi»iTrTi»i jTti 



Birch chapter. 

Once you have the ban 
ner of another, more rep 
utable organization, yoi 
are ready to recruit, am 
you can make people ILstPi 
who'woatd not listen in th* 
name of your own outfii 



the paper in town. We had 
abundant literature from 
the national headquarters. 
Our coordinator— I don't 
know how — got hold of 
a mailing li.st for a Santa 
Barbara high school. The 
envelopes were stuffed, 
stamped and stored at the 
American Opinion Library 
In town, headquarters of 
the Birch Society. 1 was 
Riven the job" of addressing 
them. 
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News-Press Staff Writer 



iman at the University of California at Santa 
Barbara publiciyTesigned today from his roles as leader 
of the UCSB campus chapter of the John Birch Society 
and as vice president of the Fredom Club. 

He charged that the Freedom Club is a John Birch 
front organization which has sought members on the 
UCSB campus and is now seeking members in Santa 
Barbara high schools. 

He joined it to expose the John Birch front activity, 
he said. 

The freshman, David Arnold, 18, a political science 
major from San Leandro, revealed his masquerade in a 
story published in today's El Gaucho, student news- 
paper at UCSB. 

Arnold said that he— aided by four freshman friends 
—has been acting as a John Birch member for several 
weeks. 

PUBLIUS ROLE 

In his roles as John Birch member and Freedom 
Club member he met top 

members of the John 

Birch Society in Santa 

Barbara. 

While he was doing so, 
he and his four freshman 
friends harried the John 
Birch Society - Freedom 
Club members at UCSB 
by placing letters on cam- 
pus bulletin boards and in 
El Gaucho, suggesting the 
secret connection between 
the two organizations. 

They borrowed the pseu- 
donym, Publius— the one 
used by James Madison, 
John Jay and Alexander 
Hamilton in writing the 
Federalist Papers, essays 
urging ratification of the 
United States Constitution. 

At one point, Arnold and his friends even sent a tele- 
gram to a. local motel where a John Birch campus group 
meeting was being held — with Arnold attending — to 
let the group know that "Publius" knew the meeting was 
being held, and where. 

Leaving that meeting, with Arnold in the car, they 
drove around a highwjLy cloverleaf to make sure Publius 
was not following, Ariiold said. 

The attacks byJSililiyys^caused John Birch - Freedom 
Club members to befein switching officerships in order to 
avoid exposure of their front activity and the switching 
left open the job of leader of the John Birch Society 
chapter on the campus. 

Arnold was given the job of leader a week ago to- 
day by Chet Merriam, 26, who lives at the San Marcos 
Trout Club. Arnold said that Merriam claims to be a 
paid organizer for the John Birch Society, hired by 
koDcrr^elch to work among young people in Ccliforniftr 

( 
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LED ACTIVITIES 

It was Merriam, Arnold said, who led the activities 
of the Freedom Club front and the campus John Birch 
Society. 

It was through Merriam, Arnold said, that he was 
invited to attend the first general meeting of the John 
Birch Society in Santa Barbara on March 3 at the home 
of an officer of the Santa Barbara Birch chapter. 

At that meeting, Merriam told him there were 110 
John Birch Society members in Santa Barbara, but only 
about 80 attended, Arnold said. 

Arnold said that he has no information that a simi- 
lar relationship exists between the Birch Society and 
any other Freedom Club. 

It was Merriam, Arnold said, who supplied him with 
See UCSB. Page A-8 "^ '-"— ^ 



t^^Jfihfe-Birch Society forms 
and^ instructions and other 
materials he would need as a 
chapter leader. 

His letter of resignation, 
published by El Gaucho today, 
was typed on a form headed 
"The John Birch Society," 
given him, Arnold said, to 
write reports of meetings. 

This will be his first and 
last report. He is sending a 
copy of it, as instructed at the 
bottom of the form, to Robert 
Welch at the national office of 
the John Birch Society, Arnold 
said in the letter. . 

The rest of Publius second- 
ed his resignation, asking that 
their names be made public, 
too. 

They are Lincoln Kilian, 
Steve Simon, Jack Forem and 
Robert Martin. 

Arnold said that as he 
leaves the Freedom Club, it 
has— despite mailing and oth- 
er distribution of literature— 
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campus, 

NINE MEMBERS 

Nine of these, not counting; 
himself, are John Birch So-' 
ciety members, Arnold said. 
And the campus chapter ros-i 
ter given him by his predeces- 1 
sor contains only nine names; 
—compared to a UCSB enroll- 
ment of 3,200, Arnold noted. 

Merriam was aided in his 
organization activities by Dav- 
id J. Holcomb, president of 
the Freedom Club, Arnold 
said. 

In his most recent conver-!- 
sations with Merriam, Arnold 
said, Merriam — concerned 
about exposure of the Free- 
dom Club— told him that it i 
didn't matter because he 
would set up new front organ- , 
izations. 

Merriam told him that he, ■ 
too, could train to be a John 
Birch Society organizer dur-; 
ing the summer months if hei 
wanted to, Arnold said. 

In his letter of resignation,; 
written with apparent face-' 
tiousness, Arnold said in part: 

"Mr. Chet Merriam, My Co-j 
ordinator, Santa Barbara — I 
am afraid I must resign my 
positions as vice president of 
the Freedom Club and leader: 
of the secret chapter of the. 
UCSB campus John Birch So- 
ciety. 

"With all these meetings at 
motels and so forth, I have 
not been eating properly, and 
have not kept in training for 
track meets. I have been 
neglecting my school work, 
also. ..." 

"Being Publius has taken a 
lot of time, too." 

MINUTES PUBLISHED 

In addition to publishing the" 
copy of Arnold's resigna,fcion, 
El Gaucho publisheo 
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jpii of tninutes of a meeting 
•of Johfl Birch' and Freedom 
Club members. 

In tlie words of the secre- 
tary, this is in part, what oc- 
curred at that Feb. 22 meet- 
ing: 

"In March, Robert Welch to 
partake in debate with any- 
one on left-wing side. . . . 
This shall be important point 
of attack against opponents, 
who are making it difficult to 
obtain members for the John 
Birch Society. 

"A further point of attack 
shall be subtle movements in 
objectives and use of the Free- 
dom Club so that attention 
sfeaLLj3iiL.be focused on the 
actual Society. 



"Suggestion to have every 
two weeks, perhaps, tape.; 
meetings at someone's house.' 
Tapes to be followed by ques- 
tion-answer period. The name 
of the John Birch Society not; 
to be mentioned. ..." ! 

El Gaucho also republished! 
a letter to the editor it had 
first published March 7, signed : 
by David J. Holcomb, in which 
he said, ". . : this club is in 
no way connected with the 
controversial John Birch So- 
ciety. ..." 

El Gaucho also published a 
photostat of a John Birch So- 
ciety report form like that 
used by Arnold in his letter 
of resignation. "^ ^ 

The report, written and 



sigrifirl V)y the then leader of 
the campus John Birch chap- 
ter, included the words, "It 
was decided to soft peddle the 
societies activities and con- 
centrate on the Freedom 
Club." 

The chapter leader also 
named the Freedom Club of- 
ficers in the report, a copy 
of which was supposed to be 
mailed to the national office 
of the John Birch Society. 
! Both Merriam and Holcomb 
itold editors and a reporter of 
the News-Press— when they 
visited the newspaper to re- 
!port the Publius attacks on 
the campus and to request a 
story about them— that there 
nnection between the 



John Birch Society "auu \x\k 
Freedom Club. (They were 
invited at the time to submit 
a statement for publication, 
but have not done so.) 

Arnold said today that 
"probably even without Publi- 
us, the John Birch Society and 
Freedom Club would have 
faded out anyway. But I think 
Publius was useful in show- 
ing how groups like this func- 
tion." 

He added, "I don't want the 
extremists on the other side 
to take this as supporting 
their claims that there is no 
Communist threat, and that 
there is no need to fight it. 
There is. The Communist 
threat is no rhnit " _ 
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THESE FIVE FRESHMEN at UCSB — called, collectively^ by the name, PuWius — 
smile as they end a masquerade of several y weeks. They "infiltrated" the campus 
John Birch Society and the Freedom Club, ajT organization wMch is a John Birch front, 
hey said today. From left are J a ck,,Eot dm. Robert Mar|ij^, David Arnold — who re- 
iigned today as the campus Johif!Birch lelder ^^^!^ Siindn and Lincoln KlUan. 
— - — — News-PneSs phuiiJ 
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firch Unit 
'eported 
Disbanded 

SANTA BARBARA — The — c„„,=t ^ — ^, L 

president of the Santa Bar- ^^^^ly/fter this, Halcomb 
bara Freedom Club, under ^^^ as^ed wheHier he felt he 
fire recently as a front group •^T'^ ^^^^^^ ^^i^ treatment 
for tihe John Birch Society on ^".<f L^^f^ °^ ^is speeck 
the University of Califomial *<„ J^if ^^ ^°' lie aiisw|red. 
campus here, said Mondayij ^^ "-^^^ °"^ °^^ ^m re- 
night the campus Birch chap- j^,, ^5 "®^^ Just to rfake 
ter has been disbanded. r« 

David Holcomb, 30, spoke tol^^^, "^^ ^^^^ ^^ked to read 
more than 200 istudents in anj^^.^^"®^ showing ownership 
appearance scheduled beforer f recorder to the audi- 
the disclosure in The Los An-r"j^- ^ , 
^eles Examiner last Friday ..j^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^J- "Proper jr of 
that a member of both the J?1 ''^^ ^^^^h- Society, i; 2 K 
Freedom Club and the Birch P"°" Perdido, Santa par- 
Society had been collecting" ^^' California." 
evidence for two months 
showing the connection be- 
tween the organizations. 

The undercover Birchman, 
David Arnold, 18, was present 
at Monday night's meeting. 

,He heard Holcomb confirm 

I many of his charges regard- 
ing the Freedom Club-Birch 

'combine and expressed re- 
sentment at being overriden 

in his position as Freedom 

Club president by Chet Mer- 

riam, area youth coordinator 

for the Birch Society. 
Holcomb insisted, however, 

that although they were 

closely connected, his club' 

was not a "front?' for the' 

'Birchers, i 

Holcomb saidMerriam, who 

like nine others of the Free- 
dom Club's 15 members, is 

a member of the John Birch 

SoAety, had resigned frofn 

thd Freedom club at HM- 

coiib's requKt. Holcomb sld 

there is now absolutely io 

connection between the twa 

organizations. 
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"Duped by Redsf- 
Says Roussefof 

Cal. Solon Tells How He 
Was Fooled by Commies 

WASHINGTON, AprU 11 (UPI)— Rep. John H. 
Rousselot, Republican of California, solemnly raised 
his right hand as if taking an oath. 

"I've been a Communist dupe," he declared. 
"Yes, you can quote me," he added. "I'ni willing to 
stand up before the American people and say I've been 
deceived bj' the Communists." 

Eousselot, a member of the John Birch Society, stout- 
ly defended the society and its leader, Robert Welch. He 
said in an interview yesterday the organization fought 
communism by "informing the American people as to the 
true nature of the Communist conspiracy." 

The young California Congressman went on to give 
examples of how he had been "duped by the Commu- 
nists." 

"When I was in college, I was told by my professors* 
by my textbooks and by the press that Mao Tse-Ttmg 
was a peasant reformer, that all he wanted to do was 
to free the Chinese worker," he said. 

"But Mao has executed over 20 million Chinese peo- 
ple. He turned out to be one of the deceitful men of 
the Communist conspiracy. 

"Here's another example of how I was taken in by 
the press, radio and television coverage of another 
agrarian reformer—Fidel Castro: 

Ed SuUiv&n Foehd 

"Ed Sullivan stood up on his program and put his 
arm around Fidel and said 'I want you to meet the 
George Washington of Cuba.* Again I was taken in. I 
was deceived. 

"Does this mean that Sullivan was a Communist?'* 
Rousselot asked rhetorically. 

"No," he said with an emphatic shake of his head. 
"Sullivan was deceived too. We both were dupes." 

Rousselot defended Welch as a "farseeing, fine man" 
whom the Communists have not been able to deceive. . 
But how does Rousselot know that he is not being 
deceived by Welch? 
Rousselot answers: 

"I know this man. I suppose he's made mistakes— 
we all do. But basically he's been right. I don't agree 
entirely with him, but he should have a chance to be 
heard." 

The California Republican went on to say that an 
investigation of Welch and the society should be made 
by the Senate Internal Security Committee. 

"I think a full and complete investigation is nec- 
essar j- io.yiMJ& ove a cloud of doubt that has b ^ place d 
over this organization somewhat twf airly," TSe^aiff. 
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Dei^n^^Birch Group 

Rousselot said It was true that some members of 
the society had made "irresponsible" char i^s. 

"But that doesn't mean that the societjTis^totally 
bad," he said. 

"It's wrong to accuse another person of being a 
Communist without reasonable documentation," he 
said, adding that it was not always possible to find full 
documentation because of the "deceitful nature" of 
Communism." 

However, he said, John Birch members were "people 
ofjQJm^^" who feel they have "the responsibility for 
exposing the Communist conspiracy in a positive way 
by speaking up." <s- - - - - ^ 
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Governor 

Scores 

Birchites 

SACRAMENTO, April 11 m 
—Governor Brown spoke out 
today against two California 
congressmen who admitted; 
joining the right-wing John, 
Birch Society. ; 

He said Reps. Edgar W.i 
Hiestand of. Altadena and| 
John H. Rousselot of Sani 
Gabriel, both RepublicansJ 
showed a lack of judgment in! 
becoming members of the 
group. 

Brown characterized the 
John Birch Society as "one 
of those groups like the Ku 
KIux Kian that comes along ; 
from time to time and ap- 
peals to. the paranoic in 
people." 

AGAINST AMENDMENT 

To a news conference at-; 
tended by visiting members 
of Sigma Delta Chi, journal- 
ism society, the governor gave 
these other answers to a 
wide range of questions; 

PRIVILEGE— He'll sign any 
reasonable bill to extend to 
radio and television reporters 
the same privilege now ac- 
corded newspapermen. 

But he's opposed to amend- 
ments proposed by Sen. Guho 
Fisher, Democratof San 
Diego, that would require news- 
men to disclose the ir sourc es of 
TTucrtiniiion if reqtiestSx*^ a: 
court. - . . t 




"I do not favor 
^sJXk o ^ newspaper prlvi 
lege," the governor said. 

NARCOTICS— Brown said 
he would sign the Regan-Dills 
narcotics bill even if it came 
to him in its present form. 

The bill, as approved by the 
Senate, would increase penal- 
ties as urged by the governor 
but it would forbid probation 
to first offenders convicted; 
of selling hard narcotics to a 
(minor. 

\ The governor favors con- 
itinuing the discretionary 
;power of judges to grant pro-- 
bation in all first offense 
cases. But he said he would 
isign the bill with the no-!"- 
Iprobation feature. 
\ "1 hold no brief for any- 
■ one who sells narcotics to 

a minor," he said. ; 

I DEATH PENALTY — Ex 
ipressed hope that bills to: 
abolish capita] punishment or: 
,|ialt it for a trial period; 
teach his desk for his sig- 
nature. 

His experience as a district 
attorney, attorney general 
antil governor, he said, con- 1 
vinced him that "the death 1 
peaaJtp— increases homicide [ 



rather than deters itr 
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Spech of Birch Chiel 
Here to Be Televised 

Shrine Auditorium Sold Out for TonigHt's 
Address; Channelll to Carry Tape Version 



With Shrine Auditorium 
sold out long ago for to- 
night's jbddress by Robert 
Welch, head of the John 
Birch Society, arrangements 
have been made to televise 
the event on video tape 

The talk will be recorded 
and will be shown in its en- 
tirety beginning at 10:30 
p.m. on KTTV (11). 

Welch is scheduled to 
speak before a capacity 
crowd of more than 6,000 
at 8 p.m. His subject will be, 
"Through All the Days to 
Be." 

Church Sponsorship 

His appearance is spon- 
sored by the Freedom Club 
of the First Congregational 
Church. 

Welch, retired candy man- 
ufacturer of Belmont, Mass., 
founded the militantly anti- 
Communist organization in 
December, 1958, and it has 
spread throughout the na- 
tion. 

0|tter controversy over the 
socKty's methods and charg- 
es <k widespread Communist 
influences in this country 
made by members or their 



leader has developed in re- 
cent months. 

Welch also will address 
society members of the San- 
ta Barbara area Wednesday 
night in the auditorium of 
the San Marcos High School. 

Former Counterspy 
Endorses Society 

SiN DIEGO (UPI) ^Matt; 
Cvetic^ f ormer Amencait; 
"Coifnterspy in Communist or- 
gafiizations, has endorsed the 
controversial John Birch So- 
ciety. 

"I have met many John 
B i r c h e r s," said Cvetic. 
"Their aim is to preserve the, 
American way of life. Withj 
the Reds in control of Cuba, 
90 miles from our shores, it 
is high time some Americans] 
became concerned." j 

Cvetic made these remarks! 
after disclosing he sent a 
telegram to State Sen. Hugh 
M. Burns (D-Fresno). 

The telegram criticize 
California Democratic 
cil and urged Burns to 
out how the Kremlin's 
line became part of the 
cil's platform." 
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'I Wi^a^ LEADER IN THE- 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY' 

Birch Group Sayd 
ItCouWSave IJ.S, 



By DAVID ARNOLD 
As Told to James Feck 

Each member had to be 
personally contacted if we 
wanted to hold a meeting. 
There were no bulletin 
boards. No regular meeting 
time. No regular meeting 
place. 

On the telephone we 
talked in guarded terms, 
tried to avoid mentioning 
nahies, places or times. We 
took precautions against ^ be- 
ing followed on the way to 
and leaving meetings. We 
were always on the watch 
for electronic listening 
devices, infiltrators (a not- 
imrealistic fear, as it turn< 
out) and spies. 

We generally met in motfl 
rooms. 

The meetings were usual] 
informal and, although the 
coordinator was definitely 
in charge, fairly democratic. 
Everyone was allowed to say 
anything he wished. 

The main purpose of the 
meetings was to indoctrinate 
us with a terrible fear of 
communism and to endow 
us with the belief that only 
the Birch Society could save 
America. 

Our job was to save the 
"dupes" from themselves. 

Here Is a resume of one 
particular meeting. 

The coordinator was upset. 
"Publius" had struck again 
and the Birch-Freedom Club 
was getting shaky. One ex- 
change I remember particu- 
larly well: 

Perhaps a little malicious- 
ly, I asked him if it wouldn't 
be pretty disastrous if they 
found out he was a paid 
coordinator for the Birch 
Society. 

*Tes, he answered, it 
would. "But they can't. 
There's no chance." (I had 
difficu ^y supa) ressinga 



I asked him now we were 
going to fight back against 
"Publius." Smear them in 
turn, he said. "Let's ' put 
THEM on the defensive and 
make ourselvesTthe hero in 
this thing." Y^-^--^ 

He was warjtning^to the 
subject now. llr%as all a 
plot by the Communist Coh^ 

jiracy, directed by. the uni- 

prsity clique, 

". . . these radicals Who've 

^en on our college payrolls 
20 or 30 years and work- 
ing against the United 
States. They're going to fin<| 
out we can be just as clevef 
and just as crafty as the! 
are. 1 

"There's definitely a cell 
out there and we think we 
know some of the guys in it. 

"I've given some names 
(of teachers) to the FBI. 

"This directive (to ex- 
pose the Freedom Club) 
came down from Moscow. 
Khrushchev ordered that." 

We» he told us, ate num- 
ber one on their list. "All 
anti-Communists are to be 
destroyed by the end of 
1961." 

The catechism of hate 

Pfear continued. He 
pared us to the early 
stian martyrs. He called 
postles in the battle for 
American mind. 



"It may be too late to do 
anything," he warned us. 
"But at least we'll put a 
scare into them in the last 
few months of our exist- 
ence." 

The end, it seemed, was 
near! "Take my word for 
this. We're in the last 
stages of the Communist 
takeover." ^ 

There wasrofi^one hope 
for Americans: The John 
Birch Society. 



•# 



"I don't know the details 
of this but I do know an 
undergresid ui"ganization is 
being set up over the United 
States. It is being made up 
of Americanists. We will be 
the ones who stir up armed 
resistance." 

Weapons are being stock- 
piilEdforus,hesaid. 

when the time comes to 
go j underground you'll be 
notified. The FBI, military 
leaders and top politicians 
are in on it. But don't say 
this to anybody. 

"J. Edgar Hoover is on our 
side," he assured us. "He's 
one of the few men in gov- 
ernment who is." 

He embroidered on his 
theme of impending doom: 

"I know people in tlus 
community who are build| 
ing hideouts in remote areaal 
of the country. Ahd"the| 
underground is preparing! 
places for us In the country. 
We'll be notified. When the 
takeover begins we'll just 
diqpppear." 

Id so it would go. No 
ister was too remote to 
prddict. No public official 
above attack. The Commun- 
ists were behind every tree, 
and only we Birchers were 
perspicacious enough and 
courageous enough to op- 
pose them. 

The things he had told us 
were incredible, unsupported 
by any- real evidence in the 
world outside that stuffy 
little motel room. 

I suppose they should 
have been amusing — but 

Because, you see, they 
were believed. 



D^avTd Arnold., political 
science student at the Uni- 
versity of California-San, 
Barbara, last Friday n 
vealed a two-month mai 
querade as. a rhemperof th\ 
campus chapter of t 
John Birch Society. Arnold 
became the leader of the 
chapter and vice president 
of its front group, the Free- 
dom Club. During the same 
period he organised "Pu~ 
blius," an anti-Birch group 
of students who worked 
with information Arnold 
supplied them to counter- 
act the influence of the 
Birchers. This is the third 
in a se ries of ex clusive ar- 
ticles on Arndtd's expert- 
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(Type in plain text or code) 
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To: SAC, Los Angeles (100-59001) 

From: Director, FBI (62-104401) 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Re Los Angeles airtel 4/IO/6I captioned "John 
Birch Society, Security Matter," 

Careful review of the information furnished in 
reairtel indicates that the FBI does not have pnv nnr-icH-if^+iAr^ 
in this matter. You are instructed to contact 



ana maice 

cerxam xnat xney cieariy unaerstana tnere is no FBI jurisdiction 
and that the FBI will not become involved in this situation. 

You should promptly advise the Bureau concerning any 
pert inent information developed as th e result of your contact 
with I B nd any other information 

received concerning this matter. 
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BiF€h 'No Hero/ Brou 
Own Death. Bud 




'~ TwoTbrmer Amy^^oHcefs] 
; t5day"- ^o Ml e d a_. Billing s ' 
(Mont.) radio exefcuiive iii 
declaring that John Birch 
"was responsible for his own 
death." 

Birch was killed by Chi- 
;nfese Communists shortly 
after the end of World War 
II. A controversial right- 
wing group has been named 
I after him. 

: GUSTAV J, K r a Li s e, of 
1970 Kinclair Dr., Pasadena, 
said Birch was killed because 
"he tried to force his way 
■out of a situation instead of 
being diplomatic." 
' William P. Weiss Jr., of 
1600 W Siwanoy Dr., Alham- 
bra, said Birch "unfortunate-' 
ly wasn't as skilled as he 
should have been." 
I Their statements corrob- 
I orated an explanation of 
j Birch's death Sunday by Jo-, 
seph Sample, president, of 
I stations KOOK and KOOK- 
TV, Billings. 

Sample, who served in the 
same Office of Strategic Serv- 
ices detachment as Birch, 



Rep. Edgar Hiestand (R- 
Altadena) will be a fea- 
tured speaker at a "conven- 
tion of conservatives" in 
Chicago April 13-13. Hie- 
stand recently admitted 
membership in the John 
Birch Society and lias at- 
tacked criticism of its 
founder, retired candy- 
maker Robert Welch. 



said Birch was no hero, did[ 
not die in glory and "his 
brash manners probably led I 
to his death." j 

HE SAID Birch led a mis- 
sion into central China in 
August, 1945, and bumped 
into a force of Chinese Reds. 
, "Birch chose to attempt 
; to bluflf his way out of a dif- 
ificult situation," said Sam- 
ple. "Harsh words led. to in-, 
I suits and insults to arro- 
[gance, Finally, in a fit of 
r ag^, — t fe c^ Red leader shot 



"News Q ] 
ed"a sensation at^HRg hparl. 
quarters,) primarily because 
of the irony of his being 
killed after the war was 
over." 

Krause and Weiss had: 
prepared the mission that' 
ended in Birch's slaying. j, 

"BIRCH was a real fine 
gentleman," said Krause, 
now a manufacturer. "But,! 
being a son of a missionary] 
family and having grown up ^ 
! among the Chinese, he was 
pretty forward and spoke 
harshly with the Chinese, i 

"The Chinese Communists 
would fire at the drop of a 
handkerchief. Because of 
Birch's background and his 
long life in China, he threw, 
his weight around. '' 

"HE WAS the type of fel-. 
low who was not a military 
man but was recruited be- 
I cause of his language abiUty. 
^He tried to force his way 
out of a situation instead of 
being diplomatic." 

Krause said BireTi's body 
was hacked with knives. He 
said he had photos to verify 
his official repoi:t. 

"There were many men. 
who gave their lives — thou-; 
sands of Americans who' 
were much greater heroes,"; 
Krause said. ' 

WEISS, a stock broker 
and reserve officer, who was, 
assistant to Krause, said: ■ 

"Certainly John was justj 
as much a hero as any other i 
American soldier who died^ 
for his country.. He was the 
first American martyred by 
the Communists. He was the 
unfnrjxinatfi victim, 
t^laTcfrcumstances."' 




# • 



Birch's 'Hero Death' 
Srirs New Controversy 

Two Ex-Army Intelligence Officers Recall 
Circumstances pf His Slaying in China j 
I ^ _ 

T)id John Birch, the name-i Jc^eph Sample, presidentl of 
sake of the controversial in- K'ok?J^d Kook-TV at Bil- 

servative society, die a hero's ' ' gfrnple^^'who had served 4. 
death or was he the unwit- tHe same outfit with Bircli, 
ting victim of his own lack ^i^dT ^her. was no real i l 
of experience and bravado? i>f.i. ipcs^on ^n T54vnV,'.-^ '^ 
This moot question was ^ j ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^ '^^^^> 
raised in Los Angeles Sun- ^^1 certamly no glory." 
day night as two former Ar- 4ll three men were in 
my intelligence officers, once agi4ement that Birch was 
connected with Birch, re- killed when he tried to 
called the circumstances of hi,,^ v ^ tyeu lo 

his death in North China ^f^^T^J^^^^' 



HEmii IS UiCLASSiFlEii 



more than 15 years ago.' H?\"^?^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ Krause 

^ „ , ,^ ^ , ■ attributed this to. inexperi- 

Called 'Forward' ence. ' 

Gustav J. Krause, Los An- "He tried to force his way 
geles manufacturer and for- out of a situation instead of I 
mer OSS oiScer who .pre-; b e in g diplomatic," said 
pared the mission on which! Krause. I 



Birch was killed, reluctant 
ly said that Birch "was re- 
sponsible for his own death," 

Krause, who lives at 1970 
Kinclair Dr., Pasadena, said: 

"Birch was a real fine 
gentleman, but being a son 
ofia missionary family ' " 
haling grown up among 



Killed on Mission 

Birch was killed by Chi-, 

nese Communists Aug. '25, 

1945, while on a mission in 

Central China as head of a 

small team. He was kille'd, 

after engaging in -an argu- 

nci ment with the leader of a 

-^^: group of Chinese Reds, Sam-! 

pie said. | 

Krause " said the OSS 

groups operating in China 

had to operate with either 

Communist or Nationalist 



Chinese, he was pretty for- 
ward and spoke harshly with 
the Chinese." 

But Reserve Lt. Col. Wil- 
liam P Wpice Tp rif icnnWr""'"'''"^"^^^^^ "^" -^nationalist 
iiam F. Weiss Jr., of 1600 W, forces, whichever they misht 
Siwanoy Dr., a Los Angeles encounter ^^^ ^^^&«i 

stock broker, declared: : -The Chinese Communists 

Leitamly John was .lust,; would fire at the drop Of a 



as much a hero as any other 



American soldier who diedladding, "Bec'ause of Birch's 



for his country 



handkerchief," Krause said, 



background and his long life 



"Unfortunately, he wasn't[in China, he threw his weight 

around.." 

"He was the type of fel 

loiv who was not a military 

:n but was recruited fbe- 



as .skilled as he should have, 
been. But he certainly is just 
as much a hero as he died fori 
It is counlry in trying condi-i 
itions , , ." .f. 

Bluff Recalled 1 1. 

! _Krause and Weiss, bothi krause s^id Birch's bodv 

S '.1 "^ nf ^'' "' H s i a nj in was hacked with knivesianri 
No th China at the timd of saic hp b^ri r,i, f '^^^es|anci 

Einh's death, were IS- hi" .fficiaf report "aUh/*"''^ 
tacfed by The Times, Tol- Kfr a u s e who "as 



Msian art the time, said 
Birch's mission was to nfeke 
ta retonnaissance to del er- 
mine how far south ,he'; 
Conimunists had m o 4 e d 
fro4 the Great Wall oi 
China. 

Weiss, than a captain and 
assistant to Krause, pre- 
pared Birch's mission. 

Birch's mission followed 
the arrival at Hsian of Gen. 
William Donovan, head of 
the OSS, and Gen. Albert C' 
Wedemeyer, commander of 
U.S. forces in China. 

In recounting the incident, 
Krause said: ' 

"There were many mer 
who gave their lives — thou^ 
sands of Americans wht, 
were much greater heroes. 
But Birch operated on the 
fact he knew the Chinese 
I language and had lived in 
China." 

j| Said Weiss: "John Birch 
iwas the first American mar-, 
tyred by the Communists. 
He was, the unfortunate vic- 
itim of particular circum- 
istaices." - 

I '. 'he J ohn Birch Society , 
[uncer fire for its ultradbn- 
sertative activities agafst 
communism, was named aft- 
er the missionary turned ^in- 
telligence officer. r 

feither Weiss nor Kraise 
be|Dngs to the John Bifch 
I Society. » 



Pf of his laiiguafs stilil 
' he added. ^ 



me, 
lase 



lowing statements made bv. conSnander ' f or the"^ OSS at 
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All INFORMATION COMT/ 
V IS ONCLAGSIFiED 






April 2, 1961 

The Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

F.B.I. 

VJtishington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Please refer to the enclosed article of Frank Conniff in the Saturday issue, April 1, 
on the front page, 

I, ?aul H. ("Tex") Talbert, business address above and home address, 12431 Mulholland 
Drive, Beverly Hills, do humbly and respectfully request answers to the follov/ing 

questions: ' 

i 
I 

1. In the first paragraph, where and what date did you use the phrase, "Vigilante ■ 
action"? Was it used in any \my directly or indirectly in connection with or 
directed towards the activities of the John Birch Society? 



2. Please refer to the third paragraph. How can this reporter (Frank Conniff) 



3. 



\ 



:now that the FBI takes a dim view of the John Birch Society and has its agents* 



maintaining surveillance over its activities? 

In the next two paragraphs, what right (under the freedom of the Press) does 
any responsible editor of any responsible newspaper have, to make charges that 
the inner structure of the John Birch Society represent the prospectus of the ; 
Ku Klux Klan? 



In the same connection, how can it take for granted that It will eventually 
reveal itself as anti-Catholic and anti-Semitic? 



4. If you will kindly turn the page and note the headline, "BIRCH: 
ANTI-SEMITIC." 



CALLED ANTI-CATHOLIC, 



Is this not some sort of tactic referred to in '"Masters of Decit" where one 
can take a prediction, turn it into an assumption, and then turn the page and 
state it as a fact? -oft 

NOTE: At this moment (1:00 p.m.), I vjent over to a leading restaurant to get 
.a bite to eat, and a very nice lady who is in business, by the name ofl 

said to me that she had just come from church (Catholic Church). She saifl, 

"Everyone around here is talking about you, but I will say I know m ost everyone 
is standing firm by you. Do you know that a lady "just asked fe^R^^^ ?"..5^^Wb^ED 
the question, 'Did you knox7 that J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI ha, 



John Birch Society anti-Catholic and anti-Semitic?'" 
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Tha Bon, J. Edgar Hoover 
April 2, 1961 
Page Two 



Now, 2:00 p.m., I continue. 

Mr. Hoover, I and thousands of other loyal Americans seek your help, courage, and 
advice. 

Former Congressman Donald L. Jackson will come with me to see you, or he will 
help us in a quiet V7ay to get a hearing before,. the HUAC. 

We definitely feel that we are entitled to a hearing before some duly authorized 
investigative body of the Government so that we can clear these charges. 

The local Press and politicans have been most vicious in their attacks. You can 
get the idea from the Thermo-Fax copy of the "Herald Express" of March 30, Also 
enclosing a copy of this morning's edition of the Sunday "Examiner," setting forth 
Mr. Welch's telegram. 

Note the article of Saturday, April 1, was on the front page with a big headline, 
whereas this morning (Sunday), on Page 9, they quoted the text of Mr. Welch' s^ 
telegram to Senator Eastland, This in itself gives an answer to many of the 
"smears," but saote that they not only put in an obscure section of the paper, 
but used type of the same size that might appear in a patent medicine advertisement. 

Will be most grateful to receive an early answer. 

Kindest regards to you and hope we both survivce this war which you have so aptly 
stated we are losing. 



Yours respectfully, 



•'^•■■■' a 



0. 



Paul H. I'albert 
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Beverly MM, Calilomia 

Dear I^, Talbert: 
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I liave received yow latter of April 2, with 
enclosures^ and do appreciate the idtereat which prompted 
your commimicatioa* 

In coiuiection with the matter you discussed, t 

may I point out to you that the FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and does not make evalua* 
tions or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of 
any organimtion, publication or individual. Further, informa- 
tion in this Bureau's files must be raaintained as confidential 
and available fOr official use on^ pursuant to regulations of the 
Department of Justice. In ligiit of the foregoing, I can assure 
you that neither I nor any representative of the FBI has made any 
statements or recommendations about the organization you mentioned. 



y- 



Flease accept my tiianks for brii^ing the material 
you enclosed to fay attention and for your generous comments, I am 
enclosing one of my statements which you may litce to read. 

Sincerely yoursi 



/ 

Enclosure 




- Enclosure *^* 




Edgar Hoover 
I 
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ferfi Views Reporteori 
Urged on Army Troops! 



Commander of 24th 
Anti-Red Program in 

© 1961 New York Times News Service 

BONN — The commanding 
general of an American 
Army division in Europe has 
been urging the views of the 
ultra- conservative John 
Birch Society on his troops 
for the last six months. 

The Overseas Weekly, an 
independent newspaper that 
is distributed among Ameri- 
can troops in Europe, pub- 
lished Thursday a detailed 
account of a special indoc- 
trination program instituted 
by Maj. Cen. Edwin A. Walk- 
er of the 24th' Infantry Divi- 
sion last October. 

Gen. Walker was recently 
promoted to command the 
8th Corps in' Austin, Tex., 
starting in August. 

Office Established 

A high-ranking officer of 
the U,.S. 7th Army, of which 
the 24th Division is a part, 
said the newspaper's account 
was "reasonably correct." 
The account was as follows: 

A "special warfare" office 
was established within. the 
division last Oct. 15 to con- 
duct a "pro-blue" campaign 
designed, in Gen. Walker's 
words, to give a "new and vi- 
tal approach toward anti- 
communism ... a positive, ap- 
proach toward the defeat of 
open communist subversion 
of the American way of life." 

(The name of the Birch 
Society's basic book of prin- 
ciples is the "Blue Book.") 

iBooks Distributed f 

Gel. Walker said atlthe 
I meeting at which the Ipro- 
Igranl was launched that 



Division Sets Up 
Europe, Paper Says 

PwimunrsnriTarTfflTin'-Sfig 
levefy institution in jthe 
*Unied States in an attAipt 
to Soverthirow ' our wav of 
;life." ^ 

'[ Copies of "The Life of 
i John Birch," a book by Rob- 
.ert Welch of Belmont, Mass., 
[the society's founder, were 
distributed to the division's 
company and battery day- 
rooms. Copies of the so- 
ciety's, magazine, American 
Opinion, were put on sale m 
Army newsstands in the!' 
Aug^ fjurg area, wh ere .t|ie| 

!diyi|iOn is stationed, and Ihe 
divilion's weekly paper, Taro 
Leaf, published at least one 
article from the magazine. 

The article said that de- 
mocracy ' degenerates into 
"mobocracy" and concluded 
that, the United States is "a 
republic, not a democracy. 
Let's keep it that way." 

Before the special program 
got under way. Walker, ac- 
cording ■ to the Overseas 
Weekly, addressed 200 mem- 
bers of a Parent-Teachers 
Assn. connected with the di- 
vision. . 

He was said to have de- 
scribed as ^.'definitely pink" 
former'; President Truman, 
Dean Acheson, a former sec- 
retary of state, and Mrs. 
i Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Edward R. Murrow, direc- 
! tor of the U.S. Information 
■Agency, Walter Lippmann, 
the^ newspaper columnist, 
land Eric Sevareid, a com- 
ifientator for the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, were, 
said, more than 'definite- 



he said, 
•%ink. 



-Defends Statement 

V,a meeting of the*di-\ 
/ officers at the inaug^ 
I ^^'^Rti *'|«>«4jlue pr| 



by the division's public ir 
formation officer, Capt. Riciv 
ard G. Hyde, that 60% tk 
all Americans are "Commu- 
nist influenced." 

Among the speakers .in- 
vited to address the division 
under Gen. Walker's spon- 
sorship have been Edward 
C. Bundy. author of "collec=r:: 
tivism in the Churches," and,. 
William G. Schlamm; an as-, 
sociate editor of American:. 
Opinion who lectured extent: 
sively in West Germany and 
has advocated a "preventive- ^ 
war" aganst the communistsi,-: 

Hero of Two Wars 

Walker, a much-decorated" 
veteran of World War II and ' 
the Korean war, was named ' 
commander of the 24th In-- 
fantry Division in October, 
1959, after serving two years ^ 
as chief of the Arkansas mil-' 
itary district with headquar-.' 
ters at Little Rock. He is 51 
years old, a native of Center- 
point, Tex. I 

Lt. Gen. Harrison H. Da^i 
vidson, the 7th Army com- 
mander, called Gen. Walker; 
to the Army's Heidelberg^, 
headquarters Thursday to! 
discuss the Overseas Week- 
ly's story. A spokesman for 
Davidson said Walker had 
been advised to be "candid 
and complete" in answering 
reporters' questions about 
the story. 

Late Thursday, 24th Divi- 
.sion headquarters in Augs'- 
burg said Walker, was c^ 

|ring .with his public 
mation officers on a po|sir 
statement for the pre 
the meantime,- no qi 
tions were being answer 
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ler Leads Parler- 
to Form Third Party 

Society Will Play Major Role in Three-Day 
'Convention of Conservatives' in Chicago 



CHICAGO (UPD— An or- 
ganizer for the John Birch 
Society presided Thursday 
ab^:t^e opening of a "Conven- 
tiM of Conservatives" aimed 
at establishing a third politi- 
cal party. 

Kent Courtney of New Or- 
leans, a Birch Society leader 
who describes himself as a 
''Taft- McCarthy ^ac Arthur! 
type of conservative," was 
the ' acknowleded leader as) 
500 declared conservativesi 
opened their three-day meet-i 
ing. 

Groups represented at the, 
meeting included the Trades 
Policy Committee, the Na- 
tional Apartment Owners 
Assn. and the National 
Right-to-Work Committee. 

Has Prominent Role 

Courtney, who publishes 
the monthly independent 
American Forum newspaper, 
acknowledged that the con-' 
troversial John Birch Society 
would play a major role at 
the meeting. ' He said one- 
third of the speakers on his 
program and many of the^ 
delegates were society mem- 
bers. 

Courtney said he wouldj 
like to see the society take 
an active part in organizing' 
a new conservative party, 
but said it had no official 
connection with the Chicago 
convention. 

As an indication of what 
he had in mind for the par- 
ty, Courtney said he wanted 
no part of Sen. Goldwater, 
the Arizona Republican who 
is regarded as leader of con- 
sc^^'atives in the Sena^. 
^ |urtney said Goldwat|Er 

tinted himself with soci|l- 
when he backed Richard 
in 1960." 



The first speaker on the; 
program, Bryton Barron, of 
Virginia, prefaced his talk 
with a lengthy defense of 
the Johin Birch Society. 

Barron, a co-ordinator for 
the society, said th e recent 
publicity for the group had 



i: 



crteated a rush to join it. 

'"As an officer of the John 
Birch Society, I have befen 
overwhelmed with requests 
for information and requests: 
to join the society," he said. 

"I do not recall ever hav-i 
ing heard members of any 
chapter engage in remarks 
about President Eisenhower 
of the nature which the 
slanted press ' appears to 
have taken strange delight" 
in circulating," he added. 

Under Congress Fire 

The society has come un- 
der fire on the floor of Con- 
igress and elsewhere for itsi 
campaign to impeach Chief 
Justice Earl Warren and a 
statement by its founder,! 
Rotet. Welch, that Gen. f i-i 




sen|iower was a "conscioip 
dedicated agent of the Com 
munist Party." 

Barron said the society's 
charges against Warren were 
made by Warren's own col- 
leagues on the bench. 
j "Supreme Court justices, 
jin disagreeing with Warren 
jhave, we understand, ac- 
cused Warren of usurping 
power, of invading the con- 
stitutional rights of private 
citizens, of invading rights' 
cOiJistitutionally reserved m 
the sovereign states, even pfi 
giring aid and comfort to (me 
swrn enemies of the JJni^d 



j St i«l&>j," Jj^ rron saicL 



Courtney said he, person- 
ally, thought Welch "would 
make a very good candidate 
for President in 1964." j 

"But I don't know that 
Welch would want to run at I 
his age," Courtney said. Ifj 
he succeeds in organizing! 
a major third party, .he willl 
urge it to nominate J. Brack- 1 
en Lee, the mayor of Salt! 
Lake City, or Tom Anderson, 
l^shville, Tenn., publisher, 
fcr President in 1964. 1 

rOr, if we can't get anj one 
bitter, I'd be glad to runlny- 
self," Courtney said. * ', 
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eS a leader in the birch SOCiETT' 



Expose Stirs Up 
olitics at UCSR 



This Mthe last of a series 
cf exclmive Examiner ar- 
ticles by David Arnold, Uni- 
versity of California Santa 
Barbara student who spent 
two months as a member 
of the campus John Birch 
Society and its front, the 
Santa Barbara Freedom 
Club, while at the same 
time conducting a counter- 
movement against the 
Birchers. 

By DAVID ARNOLD as told 
to JAMES PECK 

(CoivriEbt. 1961, %i7 Xtu Log AnselM Sx&mliitr} 

SANTA BARBARA— A lot 
hiaa happened since I dis- 
closed my investigation of 
the UCSB John Birch So- 
ciety and the Santa Barbara 
Freedom Club to The Ex- 
aminer last Friday. 

Individuals have been 
hurt, campus political ac- 
I tlvlty has increased tremen- 
' dously, I have been attack- 
ed both publicly and by 
mail. 

These things have caused 
me to review carefully my 
reasons for entering into 
the investigation and raised 
the question in my mind as 
to whether, after all, it was 
a responsible and worth- 
while thing to do. 

Certainly I regret any in-- 
dlvldual suffering which 
has resulted from my dis- 
closures. Inevitably, I be- 
came personally involved 
with many members of the 
Birch and Freedom groups. 
And I freely admit that I 
have guilty feelings toward 
them. 

understand that in their 
s I betrayed a trust »nd 
from their point] of 
they have every «ea- j 
son to despise me. j | 



Ifconsider the notable iu 
crease in Interest in politl^ 
cal issues on the campus 
very healthy— almost too 
healthy. And I trust that 
when the furor dies down a 
^ bit a residual of mature in- 
volvement in nation and 
world affairs will remain. 

Chancellor Gould has in- 
dicated support for the es- 
tablishment of an open for- 
um on the campus at 
UCSB, a, forum in which 
controversial issue s— bar 
none— can be discussed by 
Interested persons in an |?t- 
mosphere of free exchandfe. 

T consider this the ide|r 
American method of de^ 
1^ with issues and plan to 
play as active a role iii the 
prpgram as possible. 

I won't say the attacks 
on me have been a pleasant 
experience but I was pre- 
pared for them and, the 
commendations — though 
fewer than the attacks, so 
far— more than make up 
for them. ■ 

So there have been both 
positive and negative ef- 
fects of the Birch^Freedom 
Club disclosures. 

But, in the final analysis, 
I arrive at this conclusion: 
The object of my investiga- 
tion was to show the direct 
relationship between two or- 
: ganizations which claimed 
to be totally unrelated. And 
which used methods of re* 
cruitment I considered basi- 
cally unAmerican. 

That relationship, is now, 
I believe, proved. And I 
think a much more op^n 
anii aboveboard situation 
exifets on the UCSB camtilus.. 

i therefore believe mat 
th| investigations and nis 
cidsures were justified 




iaut/-C?^n illy 



served the cause of Ameri- 
can fair play, and that | 
would have failed in ml 
duty had I done otherwise. 
• 

ALREADY I have been ac- 
cused of pro 'Communist 
leanings. So I would like to 
say how I feel about com- 
munism, 

I am certainly deeply 
aware that a Communist 
threat exists, I think it ex- 
ists on two levels: The do- 
mestic and the internation- 
al. Of the two I consider the 
international threat by far 
the more serious. 
. I think there is too much 
scare talk about the Com- 
munists reputedly hiding 
bc^nd every bush— and too 
litlle talk about how we are 
gmng to meet the Con|mu- 

^liA challenge in Laos i in 
The Congo, in space. | 

I think the physical dan- 
gers of Communist espion- 
age are being handled quite 
effectively by governmental 
agencies. And I think that 
on the level of political ac- 
tion the Communist Party 
is pretty ineffectual, 

I was at the student dem- 
onstrations against the 
House Un-American _Activ 
ities Committee in San 
Francisco, -- an official ob^ 
server for my high school 
for instance, and, frankly 
I trink the Communists go' 
a g lod deal more credit fo 
it tian they deserved. 

However, the real intern 
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d g^n g n, of cc 
comes from the fear, dis- 
trust and- hatred it can and 
does generate. I think it 
should be fought at this 
level, not throu^ secret 
smear campaigns, but in . 
the open American forum! | 

And it is exactly this gen- ; 
erating of fear, distrust and 
hatred that I object to ; in 
the John Birch Society. It 
is their use of' Comniimist 
tactics such as the front 
group, their conviction that 
their end justifies the 
means, their seeming will- 
ingness to use any method 
at all to achieve their aims. 

I have heard people say 
thatif Robert Welch should 
be ifut in jail, that hisfor- 



gan|2ation should be Out- 
lawed. ■ k 

1 don't agree. In the first 
place, aa far as I know, he 
hasn't broken any laws. In 
the secfond |»lace, I have a 
feeling-^thtijSie good sense 
_aniljJemo<3^«ic c onvictions 

of the American people wliF 
prjivail lon^- after Mr. Welcli 
ha^ passed from the scene? 



• 



n 



■BSiop Challenges Bk^ 
Chief on 'Red' Ministers 



Bishop Gerald Kennedy of 
the Methodist Church Thurs- 
day chailenged Robert Welch 
head of the John Birch So 
ciety, to name any of the 734 
ministers of the Southern 
California-Arizona Methodist 
Conference who are Com- 
munists or Communist sym- 
pathizers. 

Referring to Welch's state- 
ment "Protestant ministers 
dff not become Communists, 
bnt Communists do become 
Hotestant ministers," Bishop 
l^nnedy said in a telegram to 



Welch: 

"If you are doing anything 
more than spreading slander 
and suspicion, I invite you to 
meet with the Board of Minis- 
terial Training and Qualifica- 
tions of the Conference. . I 
would like this board to tell 
you how we screen all men 
coming into the ministry and 
have you ^ -plain to us how 
any Communist could get 
tttrough that screen. * 

"I think it is about time Jou 
g<t specific or else admit iou 
'•'^'ly do not know what iou 
Iking about." ® 
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Has Been Soft on Reds 



President Less a Captive of Communist 
Influences Than Elsenhower, He Asserts 

f 

BY GENE BLAKE, Times Staff Reoresetttative 



I 



SANTA BARBARA-- 
President Kennedy appears 
"less a captive of Commu- 
nist influences" than Mr 
Eisenhower was but the new 
Chief Executive has been 
soft on communism in the 
past, Robert Welch, presi- 
dent of the John Birch Soci- 
ety, said here Thursday 
night. 

The controversial leader 
of the society made his final 
public appearance in South- 
ern California in a half-hour 
program over television sta- 
tion KEYT. 

For a time, it looked as 
though the show would .go 
on without him. Welch, who 
had heretofore banned inter- 
views by newsmen during 
his Southland stay, objected: 
to several conditions estab-j 
lished for the telecast. - 

Show Goes On 

A compromise was 
reached, and the show went 
on as scheduled. Welch got 
his way in refusing to allow 
taping of the interview for 
later showing over national 
networks. He explained that 
the society would have no 
control over such showings, 
permitting "fragments" to 
be plucked out and .shown. 

He gave in and allowed 
Harry Riesner of CBS and 
Murray Fromson of NBC to 
participate in the four-mem- 
ber panel that questioned 
him. 

Regarding the new Presi- 
dent, Welch declared: 

"Kennedy has done many 
things considered soft on 
communism in a political 
way, such as his speech as a 
U.S. senator in support of 
the Communist - contrdled 
Algerian rebels. I was s|rry 
toi see anyone in our gov|rn- 
m[?nt take such a stand.! 



J^oses Third Partyjr 
s Welch said he op^posec? ef- 
forts such as the present 
conference in Chicago to 
form a third party. 
'■ "We have no interest m a 
I third party," he- said. "1 re- 
fused to go out to a meeting 
lin {Chicago because of t&e 
'thifd party ove rtones to 



e emphasized, howevtsr, 
that the third party advo- 
cates convening in Chicago 
include many "good people 
with good purposes." 

As a private citizen, Welch 
declared, he supported Sen. 
Goldwater. (R-Ariz.) for the 
Presidential nomination. But 
he said the society has never 
"taken any position in poli- 
tics nor intends to take any." 

Query on Dues 

Queried about the society's 
dues, Welch said they are $2 
a month for men and $1 a 
month for women, with both 
sexes represented about 
evenly in the membership. 

He refused to single out 
persons, in government he 
considers Communists or 
red sympathizers. 

"I will not mention names 
because there has been a gag 
rule that makes it hard 'for' 
the Senate Investigating 
Committee and the House 
Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee to operate," he said. 
"They have not even made 
an attempt to expose Com- 
munists in government for 
years." 

Blames Co-ordlnator 

He blamed the failure of 
a Birch Society-sponsored 
Freedom Club chapter at tfte 
University of Califorrtta 
braich here on the inexfje- 
rieice of the co-ordinatl)r 
wh|.was assigned to the unit^ 



Welch r epeated a number 
Of" comments w hish B &=jiad 
made in Los Angelel and 
Santa Barbara speechel this 
week. I 

The program ended when 
time ran out during a dis- 
cussion of segregation. 

"I am opposed to segre- 
gation by force," Welch 
stated as the show went off 
the air. 

Welch spoke in Los Ange- 
les Tuesday night and re- 
peated the talk here Wednes-i 
day night. A video tape re-' 
cording of his Los Angeles 
appearance, shown immedi- 
ately after the talk, will be 
repeated on Station KTTV 
(11) at 8 p.m. Sunday. 

He is scheduled to fi;;s to- 
d# to Phoenix, where! he 



hM .5 speaking engagement 
tofil^t. His itinerary then 
w$i lake him to Dallas, 
Hm.j8ton, Shreveport and 



Th*^^ liveliest of Welch's 
appeSMnces in the South- 
land ' dq£:urred Wednesday 
night vifhen he addressed 
some. ,^1,300 persons who 
ove?;gow?!Cl- the, San Marcos 
Hi-.g.K;^.' School auditorium 
here.. _ \^:- '^ . 

He delivered; t^e same 
speech w^ieh he had given 
in Los Angeles' 'Shrine Audi- 
torium the previous night 
before a capacity crowd of 
more than 6,000, but found 
his audience much less 
friendly. 

This was because of a con- 
tingent of students from the 
Santa Barbara campus of the 
University of California, who 
reacted to some of Welch's 
remarks with snickers, 
hisses, boos and laughter. 

Queried in Writing I 

The climax came during a I 
question-and -answer pe- 
riod when Welch was que- 
ried in writing as to why he 
advocated i|§ing "the tactics 
of the Comtnunists" in fight- 
ing communism. 

Welch demurred, declar- 
mg that the society "clinnot 
ac|ept the principle th|t the 
erJfl justifies the meansr He 
saftl he wished the queltion- 
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.erv vHuuiu^'point oui=fSxacyy 
jhow the society uses Com- 
munist tactics. 

Charles Porter, 21, a 4)oli- 
tical science senior of Santa 
Barbara, accepted the invi- 
:tation by standing up in the 
audience and identifying 
himself as the author of the 
question. 

Asked About Fronts 

"Do you use front organ!-. 
zations?"-he inquired. 

"Yes," Welch replied. " • 

"Do you advocate infiltrat-i 
ing the PTAs?" Porter 
asked. 

^Tes," Welch answered. 

"Do you advocate distrib- 
uting anti-Semitic litera- 
ture?" Porter pressed on, 
but Welch indignantly drew 
the line at this. He returned! 
to the question of front or-' 
ganizations. 

"There's nothing immoral! 
^Jo"t fronts," Welch said' 
What may be immoral is 
the purpose of the fronts." 

He said one of the society's 
biggest fronts has been the 
Committee Against Summit 
Entanglements, f o r m e d to 
prevent Soviet Premier 
Khrushchev from coming to 
■this country and "being hon- 
ored." 

"If it has an illegal or un- 
moral nurpose, that is a c[if- 
leigg-tf story," Welch s e id, 

i"but ttfere is nothing we a|i- 
^ocate |hat is immoral." 
j After a sharp exchange, in 
fwhich Porter sought to ask 
iabout charges that the Free- 
I'dom Club here is a front for 
the John Birch Society, 
Welch cut off further debate 
with the student. 

In another question, 
Welch was asked to give his 
opinion of Chief Justice 
Warren. 

"I don't like him," he re- 
plied, adding: 

"He has taken the lead in 
a long, continued effort to 
convert this republic into a 
democracy . . . and to get the 
American people to believe 
tlfst^^^??feafe we are supposed 
to have is a democracy?' 



Welch saTgrii oirairni em-l 
' l/s"a afxk e society bellefe as 
he does about Chief Justice 
Warren but declared that a 
majority of them think "it 
would be for the good of the 
country to have Mr. Warren 
removed from his present 
position." 

Asked his opinion of the 
Social Security program, 
Welch -described it as "so- 
cialistic" and "one aspect of 
a police state communism." 

While posing for pictures 
after the program, Welch 
was confronted by Grant 
Holcomb, CBS news com- 
mentator. H 1 c m b de- 
ma^nded to know why Welch 
had avoided questioning by 
the press in Los Angeles and 
why he had once written 
that former President Eisen-'. 
hower was a "dedicated, con- 
scious agent of the Commu- 
i|ist conspiracy." 

Welch said' he would not 
ai^swer the questions, 
brushed Holcomb aside and 
disappeared through the 
stage door with his body- 
guard, B. Bennett. 

The meeting here was 
sponsored by the John Birch 
Society chapters of Santa 
Barbara, Ventura and San 
Luis Obispo counties. Dr. 
Granville Knight of Santa 
Barbara, a member of the so- 
ciety's, national council, pre- 
sided. 

Tickets were sold out long 
ago. After receiving a report 
that about 500 counterfeit 
tickets had been printed, so- 
ciety members checked the 
color of all tickets and is- 
sued new ones for those that 
appeared legitimate. 

An overflow of 200 to 300 
persons, mostly UC students, 
listened to the speech in an 
adjoining amphitheater. 

Ten uniformed sheriff's 
deputies were on hand to 
maintain order, but tpiere 
_wele no incidents.. Aboilt 3C 



lesT attra cted ahnuT^fT^T^ 
carrying: pickets who idv,ri ti- 



to 35|^oung men and won^n 
carrying signs assembled 
half a mile away, but only 
a few appeared in front of 
the auditorium door. 

Tuesday night's meeting 
in Shrine Auditorium, spon- 



soreciTrrthe First cdi 
tional Church o f I^os An ge-^ 



fled themselves as Socialists 
Despite rumors that inci- 
dents would be created, 
there were no disturbances. 

Charges Infiltration 

In the prepared address 
which Welch delivered at 
both meetings, he pounded 
away on the theme of exten- 
sive Communist infiltration 
in this country through' 
what he called a "principle 
of reversal." 

He said Communists "have' 
been heavily influencing all! 
major decisions in our gov-l 
ernment since 1941." 

"Ever since 1945 or 1946,1 
or perhaps earlier," he said^ 
"our government has been 
the most powerful single 
force supporting the Commu- 
nist advance while always; 
pretending to oppose that 
advance." 
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Raps Protestant Clergy ! 

Welch also charged that, 
the largest single body of 
Communists or their sympa- 
thizers in America is in the 
Protestant clergy. But he: 
tempered both charges with 
these words: 

"I am sure more than 98% 
of all the employees of our 
federal government have 
been and are loyal and pa- 
triotic Americans, even right 
through the very betrayals' 
which they themselves were 
helping to implement . . . 
The vital question is not 
how many Communists 
thei^e are but where they 
are ... 

"There are about 200,000 
ministers and only about 
1 7,000 of them (about 3%) 
could be called 'Consymps'— 
Communists or their sympa- 
thizers. Nobody is accusing 
the other 97% of anything 
except the gullibility and 
apathy which allows such a 
thing to exist." 

Welch told his audiences 
that the strength of the Com- 
munist conspiracy does not 
lie in the "poor, struggliaa 
beatniks"' omr^n tee" "verj 



and educational circles of our 
country." 

Through the "principle of 
reversal," he charged, Ameri- 
ca is being led down the road 
to communism by programsj 
presented to the American 
people as ways of fighting 
communism. Among ex- 
amples he cited were the' 
foreign aid program, big de-' 
fense budgets and the United! 
Nations. 

Used by Communists 

The same principle is used 
by the Communists, he said, 
m getting the American peo-i 
pie to parrot such slogans as! 
"I Can't Stand Roosevelt 
but We Must Support Him 
Because of His Foreign Pol- 
icy," "I Like Taft but He 
Can't Win" and "I Like What 
McCarthy Is Trying to Do 
but I Can't Stand His 
Methods." 

"Basically, with minor ex- 
ceptions indeed, there was 
nothing wrong with McCar- 
thy's methods from the point 
of view of the patriotic 
Americans," Welch declared, 
"but there was everything 
wrong with them from the 
point of view of the Commu-i 
nists." 

Welch said the same type; 
of attack is now being made; 
lon the John Birch Society. 
He said a "concerted move-- 
ment" by a good part of the 
press apparently was sig-^ 
naled by an article which ap-j 
peared in the Communist 
People's World Feb. 25. 

"What on earth does it 
take to make the American 
people recognize the Commu- 
nist steamroller at work?" 
he asked. 

Welch Challenged by 
Methodists' Kennedy 

Methodist Bishop Gerald' 
Kennedy of Los Angeles, im- 
mediate past-president of the 
Methodist Council of Bish- 
ops, Thursday wired a chal- 
lenge to Robert Welch to 
"get specific or else admit 
that you really d&^aaUsaow 
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ivviidL J/ ou are talking about." 



Kenned y referred to the 
JohnT^Irch Society^fea^e^; 
charges in a speech here 
Tuesday night that there are 
abdUt 7,000 Communist sjfci- 

papizers (Welch called tl|eml 
"ccpisymps") among 1,he| 
Protestant clergy in Amer- 
ica, 

After citing the extensive I 
screening in the Southern' 
California - Arizona Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Church 
to guard against Communist 
infiltration among the clergy, 
Kennedy invited Welch to 
come before the church's 
Committee on Investigation' 
and make his charges. 

"The Methodist Church' 
will act at once and if evi- 
dence is forthcoming, the ac- 
icused Vk^ill be brought to 
trial," stated Kennedy in his 
telegram. "If he is guilty, he 
will be dismissed from our 
ministry." 

He added: "Believe me, I 
am most anxious to Mve youi 

c(y£e forth with any infor- 
jffi|tioii you m&fl^ia^^ l 
jelgeve you will dolfyou 3li'e 
sincere." 



f 



Jewish War Vets' Head 
Condemns Birch Socie 




The national commander 
of the Jewish War "Veterans 
today condemned the con- 
troversial John Birch Soci- 
ety of America as a threat 
to free institutions and po- 
tentially as dangerous as 
communism. 

"We're as much opposed 
to isms on the right as isn^ 
on the left," sa id L L. F^v 
oi Youngstown, Ohio/ who 
will finish his term as na- 
tional commander in 
August, 

"Both these isms appear 
very dangerous to us. But 
the Birch Society. is relative- 
ly new on the horizon. It is 
not as significant from the 
standpoint of news back 
East as it is ■ out "here." 

FEUER SAID the danger 
of the Birch Society seemed 
to. him that it. might intro- 
duce one evil while trying 
to cure another, 

"Our organization is very 
much opposed to commu- 
nism, but we don't want to 
adopt one evil in order to 
cure another." ti 

I»|euer, who is onl a 
natilonal tour of JWV polts,, 
arri|;ed here Thursday ailer 
visiting posts and commu- 



nity 1 e a d e r s in San Fran- 
cisco. He plans to be here 
about five days. | 

Bishop Challenges 
Welch on Charges 

Methodist Bishop Gerald 
Kennedy today wired this 
challenge to Robert Welch, 
head of the right-wing John 
Birch Society: 

"Get specific or else admit 
that you really do not know 
what you. are talking about." 

The Protestant clergyman 
was referring to Welch's 
charge in a Los Angeles 
speech Tuesday that there 
are 7,000 Communists or 
Communist sympathizers 
among the Protestant clergy. 

KENNEDY said in a tele- 
gram to Welch: 

"The Methodist Church 
will act at once if evidence is 
forthcoming, the accused 
will be brought to trial. If 
guilty, he ;will be dismissed 
from our ministry. ^ 

"l^elieve me, I am anxious 
to hl^ve you come forth ■^[rith 
anyi] information you Itiay 
hav0 as I believe you wiSdo 
if you are sincere. j 
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ike Declares U.S. Space 
Feats Are 'Remarkable' 



SAN BERNARDINO 
(UPI) — Former President 
Eisenhower says U.S. scien 
lists have done "a remark- 
able job" in the space and 
missiles field. 

Eisenhower pointed out, 
before leaving here by train 
for his Gettysburg farm, 
that the Russians had a 
10 -year head -start on the 
United States in space ex- 
ploration. 

"THE RUSSIANS started 
in 1945, and we didn't -start 
u n ti 1 1955," Eisenhower 
saidj ' '- ■' 

"The first time earth 'satel- 
lite J were mentioned in a 
serSbus way to nie was in 
1955. That was in "connec- 



tion with the Geophysical 
Year. There was no thought 
then to have a competition 
in this field. Our scientific 
community is to be con- 
gratulated down the line." 

Eisenhower discussed these 
points in a 10-minute press 
conference at the railroad 
station here: \' 

1) The John Birch Socie- 
ty, whose founder, Robert 
Welch, said Eisenhovyer was 
a dupe of the -Cominunists 
— "If I thought the people 
of America believe that I had 
done anything but oppose 
communism .... fought it 
bitterly . . , then I'd be dis- 
appointed. I don't believe 
the American people believe 



I have any use for it. The 
American people are going 
to fight Communists by posi 
tive means . . . not by making 
false accusations against 
anyone." 

2> In answer to a question 
as to whether it was im- 
portant to put the first man 
into space; "No. We've been 
expecting; it for , a year. I 
don't think we should be 
downcast. Our scientists 
have done a remarkable job. 
Our people are to- be. con- 
gratulated!" ■•■■■.■■ 

He did; not discuss the 
military significance : of the 
Russian feat. ■ 

3) On the Kennedy admin- 
istration — "I wouldn't talk 
offhand about that. Our par- 
ty (Republican) follows a 
sound, progressive program 
and will continue to do so, 
I don't want to criticize what 
the other fellow is doing," 

Eisenhower, beaming and 
ruddy-cheeked, spoke vig- 
^orously and told newsmen 
with high .good humor, 
" What I re ally cam q .out 
hefe 10 isSy was 1 like 
Southern California.' " 
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furnished ^ 



with a report taken in dictation by stenq 

Upon transcription the report was reviewed and initialed 
by informant on 3~28"6l as follows^ 



b2 

b7D 

b6 

b7C 



meeting oJ[ 



Dlatr-tnt Cnmrminlst Party, w^r h«>1rl 



iSouthern California 



"The meeting was chaired bji| 

announced thg^re woyld b^ j^. (^n<«;"no 1nt agenda. 



was then, made bj 



who 

The request 



that we proceed without a 



lunoherjt ' break and attempt to adjourn abtut 1:00 p.m., since 
there was only one point under discussion. It was agreed 
to postpone this question pending the discussion period. 



"The report was by 



based on the 
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National Ext* m 2 1 1 -jf ^ n mrwn i 1 1 ff #^ [ WKCl } mt* ft 1 1 n g held on the question b7D 

of unemployment, ii^eeoirTOended that all comrades read 

the GUS HALL article In the Marbh, I961 "Political Affairs" 
as background material In preparing reports for the sections 
and clubs 



TTie 



and 

general aspects 



"The report to the NKC was given by 
covered^ roughly, the following pclnrs: 
of the national situation as related to unemployiient; the 
decline of industrial production-by 8 per ceht'as compared 
with a l4 per eent decline in the 1957-1958 recession; a big 
drop in durable goods and basic industrial production; and 
18 per cent drop in housing construction. The NEC feels 
that the bourgeoisie in the United States expects a pickup 
this spring, but no one is predicting a full recovery. The 
NSC estimates the situation as due to an underlying trend 
of political instability in Aiaeriean capitalism, with the 
1961 recession taking place before there was an actual recovery 
from the 1957-1958 slump, thereby proving the correctness of 
the Marxist position that shorter and shorter intervals are 
occurring between crises and that there is no full recovery 
possible under the present level of capitalism in the United 
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States, Investments In industry are not taking place. 
There is a growth ©f chronically depressed areas and cities, 
an increasing growth in excess productivity, and in 
productive capacities a continuing high rate of unemployHent . 

"According to the NIG, the roots of the present economic 
stagnation go back t© the period since World War II. 
There, therefore, exists the potential for a severe 
cyclllcal depression. This will asake the present crisis 
in American capitalism more acute than those in the 
past because the cyclical apisis is now combined with a 
structural unemployment which is due to the growth ©f 
automation, technological improvements, and greater 
productivity. Certain areas of the people have been 
more hard hit by unempl^jnsient than others; such as, the 
youth and Biinorities. The reaction of the workers 
is that the Government is : responsible f^r the functioning 
of the economy, and therefore there is no panic but a 
feeling that the Government must act before things 
get to© bad. 



|or.. investments of capital are going into tech- 
nological Improvements for automation and mechanization, thus 
causing a deeper increase in the structural unemployiitent . 
Age levels 23 to 44 are hit the hardest in the present unem- 
ployment crisis. This Is due to the fact that this is mostly 
the age level e^mployed in the basic industries, which are 
taking the brunt ©f . the unemployment crisis. There have 
been, however, some gains in Jobs for women and a growth of 
ifiii%*H^©lX»i? eBployraent opportunities as opposed to blue - 
c©ilar wrKo 

"On the question ©f rates ©f unftrnploy^ent , the national 
rate,; at this time, is 7»2 per cent, but the ratio ©f 
unemployment imong Negroes is l4.7 per cent. The unemployment 
rate among women workers is 6.4 per cent for all women 
woH?kers, For Negro women workers, the figure is 12.5 
per cent. 

"The question of youth entering the labor market 
creates ahother aspect of the crisis. There are 800,000 
teen-agers in the labor market or attempting to break into 
the labor market. The statistics of the Go verriment, however, 
d© not reveal this fact because so many of these youths 
have never been able to actually obtain employment. 
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"Some unl<*ai are beginning to ,:»et In ihe face of 
the crisis. Keports fiven at the l®C showed that in 
I)etriit> Michigan, for example, the UAW has ^ade the 
following proposals s 

(1) A curb on the export of capital and the 
putting of special taxes on such exports 
to discourage this type of investment 
abroad, 

(2) An emphasis on the shorter workweek. 
5'heir position on this question is 
weakened by a gradualist approach. 

(3) ^he setting up of a "Colesian Young" 
campaign headquarters t© service ;|%he. 
unemployed and give thea informtion 
as t® their rights. 

"In Chicago, Illinois, a, small conference of 
approximately twenty unemployed workers was held, which was 
attended by CLAUDl LiaHTPOOf, a Party leader in the Chicago 
area. As a result, LIGITPPOOI? was able to obtain leAdership 
in this conference, and efforts are being made to expand 
the eoKiposition of the conference and to eitabllsh it as a 
major InforEoat ion service center for the unemployed in 
Chicago, 

"in California the unemployment figure for metro- 
politan Los Angeles, and Long Beach is now 220, 000 > with 
Negroes comprising 20 per cent of the above figure . In the 
opinion ©f the HIC^ one reason is the heavy concentration of 
aircraft and war industry in Southern California. Thip 
heavy, comeentra-tlon has caused the crisis not ©nfy la ihis 
area but> in effect > upon the thirteen western states. 

"in outl ining some of the steps taken in this area, 

mentioned the demand of the Gai^penters Union for a 



b6 
b7C 



b7D 



30-hour week as one of the constructive proposals, as lippoed 
to one of the so-called destructive proposals of more war 
orders for aircraft as a means of meeting the Job crisis. 
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She urged a campaign to fight for trade with China and the 
eastern democracies. She urged a real campaign to reactivate 
the 1945 Relief Act in Calif ©rnia. She made the following 
specific proposals: 

(1) In each organization, such as trade 

unions, fraternal organizations, churches, 
or wte«t»«ver possible, to call for the 
setting up of unemployment coismittees 
within the organization to assist the 
unemployed in obtaining their rights 
through relief agencies, state uneBsploy- 
ment compensation, and allied demands. 

(2) To unite on a eoEMunlty-wide basis all 
possible coEmittees set up In organiza- 
tions, as discussed ab©¥e, into a 
coraaaunity-wide council to aid the 
unemployed. 

(3) On an area battle, to bring in the 

councils from the various coiiMunities ■ 

and to set up a series of independent 

information centers for the unemployed 

to advise them as to their legal 

rights and their rights under 

existing agencies to obtain relief 

or compensation of various sorts. 

(4) In all Party commissions, to discuss 
the question of uneiaployisent and how 
it relates to that commission's filld 
of activity, and to publicize mterial 
around these problems . As specific 
examples, she suggested that the Women's 
CoBBBiisslon conduct a fight on the ques- 
tion of aid to dependent children, a 
eai^algn for special aid for single 
unemployed women, a campaign around 
women in labor unioiks, and a campaign 
around the right of women to obtain 
employment, as well as a political 
examination of the changing role of 
women in industry as a result of auto- 
mation and technological impi#vements . 
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In the Mexican Commission, an examina- 
tion of the problems arising because of 
the shift in the character ©f the work- 
ing class t© engineers and other highly 
skilled technological workers, most 
of which bar Mexican-Ajaeriean or 
Negro applicants; that a leaflet in 
Spanish be issued on unemployment and 
on a program for its solution, including 
long-term solutions such as socialism. 

(5) The conducting of a legislative fight 
for reactivation of the 1945 Relief Act 
and for similar provisions for state- 
created Job opportunities, 

(6) Activities to strengthen the building 
of the antiffionopoly coalition as a 
programatic approach t© the unemployment 
problem on a national basis. 



"This completed, 1- ha mmAn y*mr\f\r t and the floor was 



b6 



open for discussion, with| proposing a fifteen- b7C 



^ 



minute limit for discussion. This was agreed to, 

■ ■ - b7D 



in 



"The first spe aker was| 

I I who stated that the Kaiser plant 

it'ontana, uaiirornia, la not operating at approximately 
50 per cent but that the Party no longer has any members working 
in the Kaiser mill, which therefore makes it difficult to 
establish contacts in that plant. 

"He spoke, also, of the showing of "Operation 
Abolition" at the high schooLln Riverside, California, and 
the fact that this drew the largest tvaan£m±_-£if any community 



1 



gathering in the history of Riverside I [estimated that 

at least 50 per cent of the audience was unrairorable to the 
film and to the commentary, which he said "teas ' given by some- 
one associated with the Coast Federal pavings and Loan 
Association. 



- 7 - 



•• 



LA 100-1763 



spoke on the California Democratic 



Council conference and tke panel on ufsiieinployment and automa- 
tion, which she attended. She Stated that there were very 
few trade unionists in the panel but that a proposal was 
made for a restraining program with a Goverhwent stipend for 
workers victimized by automation. There was also a d iscus- 



sion around a 35-^0^1* week, with the position taken bj 

and by other trade unionists, at that time, that this WffC~ 

be done by Federal law and not by contractual negotiations. 



"She also reported on a conferance, h^ih hir fh 
Assembly Diatri e t Dem© c ra t i c C lub , 
and which demanded 



.££jib. 



that C 10 COFI take over 
incidental to the issue of unemployment. 



tJh* a6tiViti*S 

much of which is a legislative question. 



[spoke very briefly on the need ^^ 

for i»«nt control and utilities relief, pointing out that ^-jq 
in an average family living ©n unemployment compensation, 
at X«ast one half ©f Lthe income goes to the landlord ard the b7D 
utility companies. 



spoke on the increase of chronic 

unemployment in this period of the general crisis ©f capitalism. 
She quoted figures of two per cent in 1953^ four per cent in- 
1957 J and five per cent in 196I, who are now totally and 
chronically unemployed. She commented on the low level of 
the proposals of KENNEDY and RIUTHSR and stated that, even If 
these programs are put into effect, there will still be some 
six million 'chronically unemployed if and when we recover 
even to the 195B level. 



uuxxevju iuuu iur 



3j:»oposed that the W©men*s Commission 
the unemployed workers. 



jpoke on fee question of mass layoffs 



du« to automation and urged that the new so-called information 
centers for the unemployed not be set uj^t-on the same basis 
as the old Unemployment Councils of the 1930 depression 
period. He spoke on the special problems of unemployment 
among Negroes and Mexicans due to the changing character* of 
Jobs and unemployment and the shift to white -collar, technical 
and engineering work. 
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spoke ©f the new problems within the labor 

movement as a i»esult of the changing role of the unions, 
where fringe issues of health and welfare, pensions, and so 
on have become major e©ntt»agtual issues, but the old basic 
issues of hours and wages have now become subject to Federal 
and State legislation, and this has created confusion %iii 
the ranks of labor. He urged CoBsmunlsts In trade unions to 
fight for the shorter workweek as the major issue and 
pointed out -that there is some reluctance amongst both 
the trade union leadership inso»e industries and 1 the workers 
themselves to accept this principle be cause. wage S; are now 
linked to productivity in the minds of the workers and this 
leads to their not questioning the profit issue. He pointed 
out that many workers fear the shoj^ter workweek because they 
feel it will result In greater spifcid -up. 

"He mentioned as another complicating factor the question 
of competitive factors; such as, foreign imports, 
exportation of capital, etc. He pointed out that because 
the unions are no longer conducting any real struggles at 
the point of production, there is a serious rise In the 
number of decertification petitions in major industries , 
such as the steel workers and the auto workers. He pointed 
out that because the unions have an orientation that' their 



b7C 

■b7D 



|spoke on the antimonopoly coalition and 

its relat-lon to the struggle of the unemployed. He raiied 
certain ideological questions around the educational role of 
the Communist Party in mobilizing the workers against the mono- b6 
polies. He spoke of the growth of the ideology amongst the 
American working class that GovefSnment is responsible for the 
functioning of the economy and must take over ihen the economy 
breaks down. Prom this, he said, there has arisen an under- 
standing that legislative struggle is essential. Hewever, 
side by side with this constructive conoept has grown the 
concept of reliance on Government, which he carefully differ- 
entiated from the previous concept, stating that the theory* 
of reliance tends to weaken the working class when it is not 
linked with an understandirig of the need to organize and force 
cohcessions from the Governpent. ' , 
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role is to be a party to a contract which protects 
workers on the Job, they fall to see their responsibility 
to the unempliyed. He tipged that the unemployed put 
pressure on the unions to provide the following 
servicess (l) coi|nsellng to obtain their full rights 
under the law from all relief agencies, state agencies, 
etc., and (2) Job placement. 



spoke briefly on the Los Angeles Coiuaaittee 
on Unemployaont, which is an information type group 
oriented primarily to a county level with county agencies, 
and stated that this group has now developed to a point 
where they have what he described as quasi recognition 
froBi the county relief agencies. 

"He urged that the youth unemployed be organized 
around a major fight for the passage of an American Youth 
Act, which would provide Jobs and special opportunities 
for young workers . 



b6 

b7C 

spoke on the building up of reactionary b7D 

and fascist organizations as an effort to keep down 

the rising tide of radicalism which always develops In a 

period of econftmic crisis. He mentioned "Operation Abolition", 

the John Birch Society, and the American Nazi Party. 

He stressed the need for our Party to participate in 

lobbying and other public hearings around issues. 



spoke on the fact that the working 
class holds the Government responsible for the operation of 
the system and, therefore, for their condition of 
unenployuaent; and he commented that this was good, but he 
stressed that the question of reliance by the workers 
on the Government represents a major danger because the 
American 'Government is itself an arena of struggle around 
positions. The President does not constitute the 
Government, The American Congress is the most reactionary 
of the three branches of Government, at this time. 
He outlined the course by which good bills are sometimes 
introduced but are whittled down by a*ihdments In the Congress 
until they serve little purpose. Ai an example, he cit»d 
the Byrd Amendment to the proposed thirteen-week extension of 
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unemployment compensation benefits. He oharaeterlzed 
President K3M1DY as a man who appeals to the Congress 
but la afraid to appeal to the people because the p*opl« 
unleashed cannot be controlled. He stated that the 
reactionary elements In the country are mobilizing 
new forms of pressure on the Congress; such as, 
setting up a group telephone pressure campaign, 
letterwrltlng campaign, and so on. 



said the progressives In Santa Barbara, 
uaiiiprnia,, Are »•# organizing a Student Committee 
for Glvll Rights at the Santa Barbara campus of the 
University of Gallfornla, because there has been a rising 
Influx of Ideology around "Operation Abolition", the 
John Birch Society, etc. He stated there have #veii 
been appeals on the Santa Barbara campus by a Mr. 
HOARCH, who describes himself as Chairman of the Amerlean 
Nazi Party and who gives the address of Box 735* Olobe, 
Arizona.- 



ppoke on the John Birch Society 

and the growing menace of developing native fiii tat 
organizations i|n this period. She spoke of the class 
character and the interlocking characteristic of these 



b6 
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^ 



HS one ox 
ndlvldual . 



reautxuiiar^ , 

» /»*iMr>«4o»y> /^^wnawrHwQ' 4Ttar~r»^iMr>Tra 1 rvf* f 



-.aw wf^FHr m rma nypw ar 



uiSfe^d 



on the bails of his 



anti-deraoeratie ideology. 

reported that she h^s been informed by 



station KPPK management that approximately one hundred 
letters a week are coming in to th e station, demanding 

1 She urged a letter* 



writing campaign to the station. 



pointed out that with the rise of fascist 
organizations there has also arisen more democratic thought 
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and organization. As a result of this, we must turn our 
Party outward toward these people to Involve them as much 
as possible In political thinking and organization around 
progressive program. She pointed out that the people 
struggle only when there is no alternative. She urged 
greater study of the question of the changing structure 
of the American working class and an examination of 
Marxist Ideology in the light of this fact. 



spoke on the profit motive as the beslo 
laccor in ihe unemployment situation and urged devel#pii*nt 

of a legislative program to curb profiteering. 



spoke on the need for a campaign to 
T:ransrer rrom a wartime economy to a peacetime economy as en 
answer both to the unemploymtnt prolflem and the problem of 
disarmament. She stressed the importance of legislative 
work- a^nd activity. 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



poke on the need to relate all issues 
t6 the baflic question of unemployment, pointing out thst 
the Muslim movement has as one of its key points a hatred 
of white supremacy and that much of this stems fro« the feet 
that many Negroes feel whites take away Jobs froR the 
Negroes . ■ 



si^oke On th* question 

of piece work in the building trades in San Diego. It was 
totally unintelligible. 



spoke on the need to fight baeic at every 



level in every community on the question of unemployment* 

"This completed the meeting, which adjourned at 
about 1:30 p.m. Present at the meeting were: 
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WHO cam© but did not stay to 
the meeting" 



ACTION 



INDEX 
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Informant was thoroughly interviewed concerning 
the above and could add nothing further. 

All necessary action In connection with this mmno 
has been taken by the writer. 



- 14 - 



IW Birch SociefAL Means and End 



Some few years ago in that period 
when what was known as McCarthy- 
ism was at or near its zenith, one of 
the worried voices raised in warning 
was that of Judge Learned Hand, then 
the active dean of the Federal judici- 
ary. 

Judge Hand was concerned that 
the fear which was manifest then 
and which created and sustained Mc- 
Carthyism was, in the last analysis, ''a, 
solvent which can eat out the cement 
that binds the stone together" and 
might "subject us to a despotism as 
evil as that we dread," the latter 
reference being of course to commu- 
nism. 

And while we would not care toi 
rf)ay the John Bii'ch Society the com- 
pliment of over-emphasis, painting it 
as more influential than it is when 
considered nationally, neither can the 
society be ignored, for it also involves 
''a solvent which can eat out the ce- 
ment that binds the stone together"; 
it also might "subject us to a despot- 
ism as evil as that we dread." 

It is, or should be, easy enough 
to remember that major despotisms 
have before grown out of what started 
as similarly small movements, similar- 
ly seeming too extreme to attract gen-_ 
eral suppoil. Hitler started on a small 
scale, to cite but one example from 
recent memory. Hitler, too, was able 
to attract sulDstantial support from 
the upper echelons of the business 
community, as well as from the luna- 
tic fringe present in any society, by 
stressing the menace of communism. 
Hitler was not fussy about his 
methods. And finally, this country was 
obliged to spend quite a bit of blood 
and money in connecting that particu- 



L 



— ^l^e John Bu-ch Society;' paJtlj^ 
emerging voluntarily from its original 
secrecy and partly being dragged into 
pubhc awareness, also asks accept- 
ance on the grounds that it is mili- 
tantly anti-Communist, and that in 
combating communism, anything 
goes, no matter who or what gets 
trampled on in the process! 

The policies and operation of the 
organization have been related in the 
news columns of this newspaper and 
eJsewhere; its contempt for our pres- 
ent form of government, its authori- 
tarianism, its refusal to countenance 
internal debate, the strict allegiance 
to the founder expected of all mem- 
bers, its wilhngness to borrow tactics 
from hard-core Communists — to 
smear, to harass, to intimidate, to 
organize secret chapters, to use front 
organizations, to infiltrate legitimatiy 
organizations and seek to subver] 
them to its piu-poses, etc. i 

All this in the name of its opposf* 
tion to Communists — and a Commu- 
nist, by the Birchists' broad defini- 
tion, seems to mean anyone unwilling 
to accept its extreme standard as his 
own political and patriotic guidon. 

There is bound to arise a suspicion 
that its real goal is something greater 
less noble than simply the elimi- 
nation of the Communist threat. 

In addition there is the book writ- 
ten by Robert Welch, founder and 
head of the society, in advance of the 
birth of his brainchild, the society 
itself. In it the three American Presi- 
dents previous to Mr. Kennedy are 
painted as participants in the Commu- 
nist conspiracy, along with Milton 
Eisenhower, John Foster and Allen 
Dulles, and others. We are currently 
asked by some of the members of the 
^B^iety (including Mr. Welch) now 
owning up to meinbership to ignore 
this book because after all it was 
meant only for private circulation. 

Yet it strikes us as more than 
merely reasonable to assume that 
that book meant only for private cir- 
culation gives better insight into the 
true nature of this man and his think- 
in'^'tiT^^-seven his public st ate.'^^tnl-a . 
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sucnWuie "Blue Book," the societjz^ 
basic policy declaration, which is itself 
disconcerting enough. 

Now there are various demands, 
from Sacramento to Washington, that 
the society be subjected to one kind 
of investigation or another. And we 
believe that exposure to the publicity 
which the organization originally 
sought to avoid will act to its detri- 
ment. But whether Congressional or 
legislative investigation, of the kind 
to which organizations of the left and 
not-so-left have been subjected would 
serve a proper purpose — of this 
we have some doubt. 



Governor Brown has said that it 
is not for government to harass this 
Organization, however repugnant cer- 
lin of its views and techniques may 
|e, so long as it violates no laws, and 
lat its freedom to speak should not 
be intimidated. The Governor is to 
be commended for showing more 
tolerance toward this organization's 
freedom to speak and be listened to 
than it and its sympathizers ordinarily 
accord those with whom they disagree. 

Both the State and Federal Justice 
Departments have made it clear that 
they are concerned with the John 
Birch Society; the former is ak' _ 
investigating and] presumably the lat' 
ter will. We believe that for the time 
being at least, it is best left at that. 

We can well appreciate the in- 
dignation such Congressmen as Sen- 
ator Kuchel feel when they con- 
sider the vicious tactics of the society. 
But we don't quite know what the 
Government Operations Committee, to 
whose particular* attention he has 
called the matter, can do about the 
society's ridiculous letter-writing cam- 
paign demanding the impeachment of 
Cha^^^JSiice Warren. 



Y et it is worth noting is-^^Rssag 
that' the two Congressional groups 
which ordinarily rush to concern them- 
selves with political extremism of the 
radical left and not-so-radical left 
show only the very barest investiga- 
tive interest in the John Birch Society. 
The possibility of a double standard 
in defining "un-Americanism" sug- 
gests itself. 

Chairman Walter of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities 
doubts that his group has jurisdiction 
~ a brand new concern for that com- 
mittee. 

As to the Senate Internal Subcom- 
mittee, in view of the fact that one of 
its functionaries, without that body's 
authorization, wrote and distributed 
a form letter (over the chairman's 
name) describing the John Birch So- 
ciety as merely a "patriotic organiza- 
tion," our own suggestion would be 
that the subcommittee investigate its^ 
staff. 1 



To find not only powerful business-* 
men but even Congressmen accepting 
the John Birch Society is highly dis- 
tressing. Yet our own faith in the gen- 
eral intelligence — despite some seri- 
ous challenges from time to time — 
remains sufficiently high to permit 
" to beheve the country can survive 
this particular organization, just as 
we continue to believe the country 
can survive the threat of communism. : 

Yet it is well to remember that the 
threat to our freedom comes from 
both extremes, not only from the 
Communists, but from organizations 
such as the Birchists and — to bor- 
row a phrase — their dupes, who ad- 
mittedly or without admitting it are 
willing to employ the same "mean and 
dirty" methods of the people they 
.ofess to abhor. 

Patriotism has been corrupted be- 
fore; it can be, as Samuel Johnson 
said, "the last refuge of scoundrels." 
Nothing, including anti-communism, 
justifies this corruption. Anti-commu- 
nism as an end does not justify sub- 
versive means. «=-^=^^=« 
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SOURCE 



ACTIVITY 



RECEIVED 



AGENT 



LOCATION 



Farewell Party 3/27/61 

for PRANK 

WXnCINSON auspices ^ 



writer 



who has fu.T 

nished reli 

able informa» CCPAP, 3/23/61. 

tion in the 

past and whose 

identity should 

be concealed o 



I ( 



-U 



S£Y''4S^//?*> 



Informant furnished the following written report: 
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Read by 



C^ja/ 



\00~- 



S^arched J ^ndexed 
Serialize d ' F iled 
APRIL 11, 19^1 
FBI> LOS ANGELES 




LA 100-41016 



"Report Written 
March 24^ 1961 



"Date, March 23, 196I 

Place, Baces Hall, 1528 North Vermont Ave. 

Time, 8 P.M. - 11 P.M. 

Feature, Farewell rally for FRANK WILKINSON 

Sponsor, Citizens Committee to Preserve American Freedoms. 

Speakers, Chairman of the Evening, 

REV. STEPHEN H. FRITCHMAN 

DOROTHY MARSHALL, Chairman of CGPAF 

ADRIAN SCOTT 

OLIVER HASKELL 

GEOo CROWELL 

FLORENCE SLOAT 

JACK TENNER 

"Topic, 

"The big sacrifice FRANK WILKINSON is making 
for the fight for Civil Liberties and to abolish the House 
Committee of TJn- American Activities. 

"Attendance, 

"Over 400, among those present were. 
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"The general theme of the speakers , was what 
a wonderful, sincere man FRMK WILKINSON Is, and the 
grav:e injustice done to him, because he has to spend 
one year in prison, because he stood up for his rights 
as a citizen , 

"They stated that vthey had Just started .to 
fight for freedom and to abolish the HUAG and Civil 
Liberties, and integration. , ' 

"They spoke of the Negro problem in the South 
and the reason- CARL BRABEK was convicted was because this 
would block the integration bill for the present in the 
South 

"Rev, ST3^aEN H. FRITGHMAH spoke about the wonder- 
ful sincere man -TOANK WILKINSON is, and how hard he has 
worked to abolish the HCUA & for Civil Rights and 
integration. 

"•We must all continue to carry on his work and 
-fight for these things while he is in prison.* 



Society?* 



"'Why don't they investigate the John Birch 



"He also asked all presenf to write to Gov. 
BROWN, ^ note of appreciation, and fhanks for the stand 
he took in FRANK WILKINSON »s defense. 

"FLORENCE SI^AT, spoke about the way he 
helped the school teachers, especially RUTH BISHOP, 
when they had to appear before the HCtTA. . 

"FRANK WILKINSON, thanked tfeosTe present. foj* their, 
support. He said,. 'There were 5000 or more; students present 
who gave me a rousing reception- ' They agreed to help fi^ht 
the uri Justice done by the HCUA and to fight for the abolishment 
of the committee. ' : 
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"»fhey agreed with me^ the picture Operation Abolition 
.was- not a trae picture but it had been misrepresented \>f\'ke 
HGUA, • 

"He referred to the Court decipiions, and quoted 
the Dissenting Opinions of ¥,S. Supreme Court Justice Wm. 0, 
DOUGLAS and HUOO BLACK. : 

"He said, 'One of the students asked me^ if I 
were a Communist?* 

"*I replied^ 'I decline to answer that question 
until such a time as the House Un- American Activities Committee 
is Abolished o ' 

"'When people living in this country regardless of. 
race^ color^ creed, or politics^ can get work and not have 
to answer whether they are a Comiminist or not, and can teach 
schoGl\without answering that question, then I shall answer 
that question.' 

"'We will not save frea speech if we are not prepared 
to go to jail in its defense = I am prepared to pay that 

K^X JL V C « \ 

■: "I 

"The audience was composed of many people from the 
First Unitarian Church ». 

"There was a group of thirty or more teenagers, 
from the Church, singing songs & chanting for freedom & 
free speech o 



"There were over 
on the floor o 



present^ and many were sitting, 



, '"A collection was taken for the benefit of PRAHK ■ 
WIlOtll^SOB^ which amounted to $20X6 plus a monthly pledge 
of $350 « for twelve months c" 

ACTION g 

Informant was thoroughly interviewed and could 
add nothing further to the above o .'..j, . 

All necessary action in connection with this 
memo has been taken by the writer „ 

-The following name is beinp; index ed to this memo: 
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' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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FROM 




SAC, Los Angeles (IOO-59OOI) 



ASAC W. M. ALEXANDER 



date: April 12, I96I 
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subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



At 1:55 P«m.3 Ap ril 7, 1961, 



LOS ANGELES EXAMINER, called me 
ana stated th^t th^ liAAl^lll^R was planning to run a series of 
articles as told to a reporter by a student at the University 
of California at Santa Barbara, who had infiltrated the John 
Birth Society on the campus at Santa Barbara. 




said that 



the student org^anizat ion of the Birch ;:>ociety on the cainpus . 




stated he was passing this information 
along to us in the event it was of any velue to us . 

Desk #1 is requested to index the above names and 
determine whether or not there is any information in our files 
which could be identifiable with these individuals . 
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FBrs Hoover: Wq^^ 
Job for Vigilantes'' 

ROBERT WELCH of Massachusetts, the candy-maker 
turned Communist hunter, this, week is visiting Cah- 
fornia, the fountain-head of the faithful 
■ In the past few weeks, Mr. Welch's brainchild, the 
John Birch Society, has been the subject of countless 
fearful words in the press, sermons, speeches and the 
hall£ of Congress. We can only imagine that it will be 
the subject of many more. , 

And deservedly so because the Society, in our view, is 
a wholehearted behever in the conspiracy th^-^^^^^ " 
history. Its founder, and it seems reasonable tc 
a good share of its members believe that eve 
tune and every setback suffered by America 
attributable to some dark, treasonous plot 
emies. The enemy, in the Society's eyes, i: 
Communists. 

Those who subscribe to this theory live 
state of suspicion and hysteria. This is bat 
worse still is their attempt to spread their 
others and to indict as "Reds" or dupes ah 
maintain their sanity. 

By this latter tactic, the Society may speli 
of other conservative elements. Already, the; 
duced the "New Conservatives" of Nixon anc 
G-oldwater to a pohtical limbo. 

To support their extremism, right-wing factio: 
been fond of quoting the director of the respectc 
eral Bureau of Investigation, J. Edgar Hoover, who 
times sees Red ghosts visible to few others. 

But Mr. Hoover, in a memo to law enforcement 
ficers, has just banished the John Birch Society beyoi; 
the pale by castigating "vigilante action" by Americans 
to combat communism. 

"The label of 'Communist' is too often indiscriminate- 
ly attached to those whose views differ from the major- 
ity," Hoover said. 

"This is neither the time for inaction nor vigilante 
action (against communism). The ingredients for Com- 
munist coups in nations which have fallen under its 
spell always include a populace shaken with fear, hys- 
teria and confusion. 

"There is above all the danger of irresponsible count- 
eraction by citizens who lend impetus to communism 
through inept attempts to fight this insidious menace. 

"The job of containing communism is one for legal 
authorities with the steadfast cooperation of every loyal 
citizen . . . We must unite, we must understand our basic 
heritage under law, and we must face the communist 
menace with deliberation, quiet courage and knowl- 
edge," Hoover said. -^ ^-^ ^- -* 

In the light of Hoover's warning, it will be interesting 
to see what tack the Birch Society's founder takes on 
his current visit to Los Angeles and Santa Barbara. 
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With Southland Visit 



Birch Society Founder Arrives From 
Santa Barbara, Leaves Later for Phoenix 



!. John Birch Society found- 
er Jlobert Welch expressed 
■■ pleasure about his South- 
land visit Friday before 
making a hide-and-seek de- 
"par|ure for Phoenix at Los 
. An|eles International Air- 
■porl. 

■ . 't am very happy and 
^very encouraged about the 
:visit," Welch said. 
' lie stepped off a United 
-Air; "Lines plane from Santa 
^' Barbara at 7:50 a.m. and 
: boarded another plane for 
Phoenix at 10:25 a.m. after 
making sure that no pho- 
tographers were in sight. 
/ No General Comment 

■Welch refused to make 
any. general comments or to 
'.answer questions. 

.<'A trip like this is tiring 
enof gh' without holding in- 
terviews,'^ he said. "They 
(newspaper reporters) seem 
to tfiink I'm three persons."' 
He had refused to hold*^ 



press conference during his 
Southland visit, which in 
eluded major addresses in 
Lbs Angeles and Santa Bar 
bara. 

Welch was alone on the 
flight from Santa Barbara, 
and stepped from . the plane 
carrying his own suitcase, 
a satchel and cane. * 

As he walked towards the 
terminal he was , asked for 
his comments on the trip to 
Southern California. Then 
he was asked if he thought 
the national publicity and 
controversy about the John 
Birch Society had inter- 
fered in the society's mis- 
sion. 

"No, not at all," he said. 
"But now you've got me an- 
swering questions. I have 
nothing more to say." 

He took a nap betwmi 
flights, then returned to Ian 
airline counter to ask pr 
private access to the plan|. 

Welch said he will be on 
the road another week be- 
i^?% =^ eturning to Birch 



headquarters • in Massachu- 
setts. 
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GerrWalker Denies^ 
Ties to Birch Society 

Commander in Augsburg, Germany, Claims 
Division Is Propaganda Barrage Target 

AUGSBURG, Germany {^) — Maj. Gen. Edwin A 
Walker denied Friday that his divi^sion inf ormatidn pro- 
grEpn is connected with the controversial John liBirch 



ety^ 

e also declared ' that 
statements attributed to him 
alleging prominent Ameri- 
can political leaders are 
"pink" or Communist were 
untrue. , / ^ 

The general, commtjincjer 
of the 24th Infantry Di^tision 
here, issued his stateinent 
after a privately owned serv- 
icen|en's newspaper;: Over- 
seasjWeekly, claimed his di- 
vision was exposed to "a 
propaganda barrage on the 
philosophy of the controver- 
sial John Birch Society." 

Walker Answers 

The newspaper said this 
campaign was run by "spe- 
cial warfare" programs set 
up by Walker, Asked to com- 
ment, Walker said: 

"The special warfare sec- 
tion of the headquarters 
staff of the 24th Infantry Di 
visj|0n co-ordinates the pro 
program, which is orig 
and extensive in souri 
erial. The program is 
associated or affiliated 
with any organization or so- 
ciety. It is designed to de- 
velop the understanding of 
American military and civil 
heritage, responsibility to- 
ward that heritage, and the 
tactics and objectives of 
tilbse enemies who would 
de 3troy it." 

] [n Washington, Sen. Prox- 
mjjre (D-Wis.) called Walk 
"a pitifully misguided gen 
eral." 



Proxinire added in 4 Sen- 
ate sp&ech that the ^tory 
about Walker should be in- 
vestigated and if it is true 
he called Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt, former President 
Truman and former Secre- 
tary of State Acheson pinks, 
Walker should be relieved-of 
his command. ' f 

Refers to Morons ! 

The senator said theMi^- 
cident shows that the fight 
against communism should 
be taken over by ''.'intel- 
ligent" people and not left 
to "morons." 

RepJ Henry S. Reuss (p- 
Wis.) ksked the Army fori a 
reportlon the statements It- 
tributld to Walker. * 

"Geijerals are entitted to 
whatever lunatic p r i ^^ a t e 



views 
Reuss 



hey wish to esj: buse," 
aid in a letter h Sec- 
retary of the Army Elvis J. 
Stahr Jr. "They are hot en- 
titled: to use the machinery 
of ^he U.S. Army to try to 

rupt our troops." 
: Walker said in his state- 
ttient: ; § 

' "Statements in the Ovfir- 
seas Weekly of 16 A p r :;: 1, 
1961, alleged to have be|n 
inade by me on 24 Jan., 
I960j are untrue." 
, When advised that this 
was not a denial that the 
genejjal had made the re- 
marls attributed to him |n 
the Ipublication, a divisi/tn 
spoMesman said he could ifot 
expand on the general's c(|ii- 
ment. 
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Birch Group 
for Slander 



By a Times Correspondent 

SAMTA ANA — A La l4a- 
bra preacher who claims ^e 
v/as fjtlsely called a Commu- 
nist c4 a John Birch Society- 
meeting filed a $150,000 
slander suit Friday in Su- 
perior Court here. 

Named as defendants were 

Dr. James F. Oarry . a FuUer- 

ton dentist; the John Birch 

Society and its president, 

■Jhobert Welch. 

The Rev. Arthur E. Ilar^ 
ringtori,^ pastor ot the J^'irst'' 
Aaetnodist Church of La 
Habra, complained that at a 
"Fullerton cell" meeting of 
the society on Feb. 9, Dr. 
Garry stood up and referred 
to "Rev. Harrington of Lai 
Habra, who is a Communi^.-'j 

Issues Denial \ 

. Through his lawyer, ^u-| 
gene Langhauser, the. 
preacher called this false' 
and (defamatory and said it 
exposed him to hatred,, con- 
temptj; and ridicule. 

He I denied ever being a 
Communist and said he is, 
by contrast, a Christian, God- 
fearing minister. 

Harrington asked $100,000 
exemplary and $50,000 gen- 
eral damages. 

Dr. Garry later told The 
Times that he never made 
any statement calling Har- 
rington a Communist and 
that the meeting cited was 
not that of the Birch Society 
but the Christian Schoolffor 
Anti-Communism. He adped 
that he barely knows Ithe 
plaintiff: "I met him olice, 
flcetingly, and I don't thinkj 
we'd even recognize each 
other if^^et again." Gar- 
ry s^fS^Tie^is a member of 
the Birch Society. , 
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Welch SOea 
By Pastor 
On 'Smear* 

SANTA ANA, Calif., April 15 
(UPD— A Methodist minister is 
suing Robert Welch and 31 
other members of the John 
Birch Society for $150,000, 
charging a member of the 
controversial right-wing group 
called him a Communist. 

In the suit, filed yesterday 
by his attorney, the Riev. 
Arthur E.' Herrington of the 
La Habra, Calif., Methodist 
Church, denied that he had 
ever been a Communist or as- 
sociated, with Communist-link- 
ing organizations. 

The court action, which de- 
scribed Harrington as a "de- 
vout Christian" whose beliefs 
were "wholly incompatible 
With those of Communism," 
named welch, president and 
founder of the Birch Society; 
Dr. James F. Garry, a Fuller- 
ton, Calif., dentist, and 30 
John Does as defendants. 

Harrington said in the suit 
that Garry was an official or 
leader of the society's Puller- 
ton chapter, and alleged that 
on Feb. 9 the dentist told a 
mefeting in Anaheim, Calif., 
that "Rev. Harrington, of La 
Habra, is a communist, 
period." 

The minister's suit, which 
asKs $50,000 in general dam- 
ages and $100,000 in exemp 
lary damages, further charges 
that Harrington has been 
^..fvof.^^00 in his home town 
as a result of t ^^emar ks 
Garry is said to hSWmade 
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Army Plans to 
Probe Charges 
on Birch Society 

WASHINGTON (UP!) — 
Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Walker, 
accused by an overseas news- 
paper of indoctrinating his 
troops with the views of the 
controversial John Birch So- 
ciety, was relieved of his! 
command Monday pending' 
an investigation 
, Walker, who directed the 
Army troops that enforced 
integration at Central High 
.School in Little Rock, Ark., 
was ordered to lay down his 
command of the 24th Infan- 
try Division in Germany and 
proceed to the Army's Euro- 
pean headquarters in Heidel- 
Iberg. 

Army Secretary Elvis 
Stahr said he relieved the 
two-star general of his com- 
mand "pending the outcome 
of an official investigation of 
certain public statements 
and actions of Gen. Walker." 
:Gen. Bruce Clarke, U.S.. 
Army commander in Eu- 
rope, will head the inquiry. 

Smear Campaign? 

I Re.p. Frank Kowalski CD- 
Conn.), a retired Army; 
{colonel and West Point grad-! 
iuate, demanded that Walker' 
jbe court martialed if the in- 
I vestigation showed he had 
[conducted a .^mear campaign 
against the publication 
which made the charges, the 
Overseas Weekly. 

Rep. Henry S. Reuss (D- 
Wis.), who had asked Stahr 
several days ago to invest!-. 
gate, prai sed the secr etary's 
acTion. 



# 



ig - "T thJT^ the Ar;gi^ya4^o- 
ceeding in the proper nian- 
ner," Reuss said. "If Gen. 
Walker has done what the 
newspaper says he has done 
he ought to be removed. If 
not, he should sue." 

Walker had been sched- 
uled to return to the United 
States to take command of 
the 8th Corps, an Army re- 
serve headquarters in Aus- 
tin, Tex. The Army denied 
last week that the transfer 
had anything to do with the 
publication's charges, 

'Definitely Pink' 

The newspaper is a private 
publication owned by Amer- 
icans and distributed among 
U.S. troops in Europe. It said 
Walker had labeled as 
"definitely pink" former 
President Truman, Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt and for- 
mer Secretary of State Dean 
Acheson. 

The 50-year-old Walker [ 
said the charges were not 
true. He later branded Over- j 
seas Weekly as "immoral,! 
unscrupulous, incompetent 
and destructive." | 

The newspaper's editor, I 
John Dornberg, said he hadi 
sworn affidavits that Walker : 
made the charge about Mr.! 
Truman, Mrs, Roosevelt and 
Acheson at a Jan. 24 Pareni- 
Teachers Assn. meeting inj 
Augsberg. j 

The publication said Walk- j 
er named as confirmed Com-, 
munists Edward R. Murrow, ; 
director of the U.S. Informa-; 
tion Agency; columnist Wal-I 
ter Lippmann, a friend of; 
President Kennedy; and Co-.; 
lumbia Broadcasting System, 
commentator Eric Sevareid.- 

Indoctrinate Troops 

The newspaper said the 
general told the PTA meet- 
ing that 60% of the Ameri-i 
can newspaper and radio-TV 
industries were Communist' 
controlled. ^ ; 

'Overseas Weekly saidi 
Walker had set up a "pro-j 
blue program" to indoctri-', 
nate his troops with vie'ws 
based on the philosophy of 
the John Birch Society. I 

Walker replied in a state- 
ment that the pvogram^^Mm^ 
no Tr-aasoo kted with any or 
ganization. 



'Tt is designed fn dpyfj op 
the understanding of Ameri- 
can military and civil heri- 
tage, responcibilities toward 
that heritage and the topics 
I and objectives of those ene- 
mies who would destroy us," 
he said. 

Life of Bircli 

Overseas Weekly said 
copies of "the life of John 
Birch" by the s o c i e t y's 
founder, Robert W, Welch 
Jr., were distributed to all 
company and batter}' day- 
rooms in the 24th Infantry 
Division. 

It said copies of Welch's 
magazine, American Opin- 
ion, were placed on Stars 
and Stripes newsstands in 
the Augsberg area at the 
reo^uest of someone in? the 
di^sion. It said subscrintion 
ap|lications for the nrnga- 
ziri^ were distributed iri thet 
division. _ /' 
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Bjrch Chief Raps • 
'Red Appeasementt 



HOUSTON ffl— The Hous- 
ton Chronicle, in a copy- 
righted story, today quoted 
Robert Welch, founder of 
the John Birch Society, as 
saying h-e does not like what 
he called the "continuing 
appeasement" of the Com- 
munists by the Kennedy ad- 
ministration. 

Welch also was quoted as 
saying there are more Com- 
munist sympathizers in the 
federal government than 
ever before, including the 
diplomatic corps/ , 

Reporter Saul Friedman 
asked how many Commu- 
nists or sympathizers are in 
the diplomatic corps. 

*'I THINK IT'S fairly 
heavy in the diplomatic 
corps," Welch replied. "I 
really do. It's fairly heavy 
percentagewise." ■ 

"What about Kennedy 
himself?'- Friedman asked. 
'What classification would 
yoii make?" 

Welch replied: 

"Well, I was asked that in 
a iface, and I tried to stay 
out* of that argument, but I 
■.vas asked it in.X sruess, San- 



ta Barbara, and I said that I 
did not think that Mr. Ken- 
nedy was as much a captive 
of the Communists as the 
previous administration had 
been, but I still don't like 
the continuing appeasement 
and that's all I think I 
Should say on that." 

THE CHRONICLE said its 
interview was the first 
granted by Welch since the 
Birch Society became the 
center of a national contro- 
versy. 

Welch described the soci- 
ety's basic goal this way: 

"To keep America from 
becoming a democracy, the 
worst form of government, 
and to keep it a constitution- 
al republic, the best form 
. . . Americans have been 
brainwashed into thinking 
this a democracy. It is a con- 
stitutional republic." 

He denied that members 
of the society accuse persons 
of being Communists with- 
out having evidence, He| ac- 
knowledged, however, |hat 
some local chapters "canliget, 
overly ambitious and go off 
on some bum slants." 
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A Pulitzer Prize-winning 
editor today took his fellow 
editors to task for their] 
trenment of controversial 

topes. 

•*ro many editors, objec- 
tiylty. means giving equal 
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time to scoundrels and 
saints," said Harry Ash- 
more, formerly editor ol 
Little Rock's Arkansas Ga- 
zette. 

Ashmore, now editor of 
the Encyclopedia Britanni- 
ca, offered a suggestion on 
to deal with statements 
.obert Welch, founder of 
ultra right-wing John' 
,.^h Society. 

"WHEN WELCH makes a 
statement and the press re- 
ports it, the papers also 
ishould tell what the facts 
I are," said Ashmore. 
I He gave his views on a 
1 variety of topics at a press 
1 conference at City College 
! where he later addressed stu- 
dents. ,. ff , 
0% the Muslim movemmt, 
whi|h advocates black feu-; 
preiihacy, Ashmore said: ' 

'% may be growing, biSt it 
Vhas no future." 
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